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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

The work here offered to Chinese Scholars, WESTERN
SCHOOLS AND EXAMINATIONS, was prepared by the Rev E.
Fangr, of the Rhenish Missionary Society, a gentlemen well known
for his researches in Chinese literature and phlosophy.

Mr. Faber contributed a series of articles on this subject,
three years ago, to a weekly newspaper of which T was, at the
time, editor. These Articles have been revised and extended so
as to form a complete outline of the educational system of the
German Empire, which is, perhaps, the best in the world. The
Schools of other nations are also noticed, when they present any
difference of special interest, so that the work 18, indeed, a treatise
on the educational systems of Western Nations.

The Autlior first gives a list of the principal books which
have been translated into Chinese, and here we find representatives
of many of the Sciences tanght 1n Western institutions.

Beginning with the elementary schools, he gives an

account of the higher Schools, Gymnasia and Universities, with

the several departments of Philosphy, Law, Medicine, Theology

and an outline of the studies pursued in each. He then proceeds
to deseribe Military and Naval schools. Normal, Agrieulinral and
Commercial schools, Musie schools and imstitutions for the instruetion
of the blind, and deaf and dumb, are deseribed, schools for the
higher education of females are specially noticed, and an account
15 also given of reformatories.

Statistics are added of the number engaged in teaching, the
number of scholars, and of the amount of money expended in publie
schools. The activity of the western mind is exhibited in the number

of new books annually issued from the press, the extent and educat-




ional influence of the periodical press, of the pulpit and of public

lectures, and associations.

There is here presented a concise view of the provision
made for the universal education of the common people, and also
of the extensive and varied range of studies and numerous exam-
inations in the Universities, through which a man must pass who
aspires to be a scholar in western lands.

When if is remembered that the Literati of China are
igmorant of ancient and modern languages, of geography, of his-
tory, E:lsilnw.r:ph],'. selence and jurisprudence, (outside of their own
Ill.]i.l]-i_:-:.._-] of l.]lvulngj', ethics &e. 1 will be seen that a carefnl Hft.l{]}‘
of this book will exhibit to them the vast superiority of western
education, and they will learn that hereim is the true source of the
power to which their ancient and idolized government has been
L‘HIJ:]|_IL““L'I.1 to bow. T}u"j.' will also discover the source of that supel 101
civilization which, in the form of political, commercial and religious
influence is steadily pervading society, and imtiating changes whieh
must end in remodeling the whole structure of the government
and institutions of the Empire,

This book is, therefore, a suitable one to be eireulated among
officials, scholars, and all elasses of mtelligent men, and it is
recommended that all who have intercourse witl such persons
should keep by them copies of the work for this purpose.

The difficulties of a work treating so great a variety of
subjects, in which many unusual terms oceur, must not he m‘ur][_u:;:]ied
by any who would examine it with a eritical eye.

To the German residents of Canfon, who have generously
furnished the funds for printing this book, Mr. Fiper returns
sincere thanks.

J. G. KERR.

Nl 0

Canton, October, 1873.
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