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: ¢ a : se discoveries and inventions to practical
use. No doubt this has endowed mankind with immense benefits, but,
ltmkmg‘ un'the other side, we see that this spirit of search and experi-
:::IETE:;LE{:;ﬂ;::jﬂ?::efn':J; ;E;{tile:i::jﬁ L:{I the.ment:{! fittit!zuzle verging
\ ¢ S] . Not otherwise with modern
industry ; the enormous accumulation of wealth made possible by it is
now facit_'tp: serious difficulties concerning its distribution, involved in
the question of social justice and even in that of the whole social
St['L].ElUI'tL In short, you, the peoples of the West, are nearly facing
an 1mpasse of these problems, while we, the Orientals. are compelled
to share all these with you. I cannot help thinking that we are facing
-:.:ummur.l problems in spite of the geographical distance and the difference
in our inheritance.

My earnest desire in playing my humble part in the International
Committee on Intellectual Cooperation lies just here, amounting to
deliberate investigations into how both Orientals and Occidentals can
join hands for solving these acute problems, in bringing together not
only our best intelligence and knowledge, but also noble ideals and high
aspirations. One of the tasks to be achieved by us here in the city of
Calvin 1s not only to fill up the gap dividing the East from the West,
but to construct a safe and solid bridge over the precarious rapid of
the changing civilization of the world. To speak of myself, I am but
an insignificant rivet to be used in this mighty structure. A rivet in
itself is nothing but a small piece of iron, but it may play its part
in a framework of any magnitude when properly used by expert work-
manship, which 1s expected of this efficient International Committee on
Intellectual Cooperation. Moreover, I feel that the spiritual inheritance
of the Orient, as permeated by the sense of oneness of cosmic life, by
the spirit of serenity pervading the whole realm of existence, together
with the wvarious aspects of its actual manifestations in arts and
literature, philosophy and religion, should have some important bearing
upon the transition from contemporary civilization to a future, when
all mankind can live not only in mutual faith, but also in sharing the
universal realization of the profound source of life and faith embracing
all life activities and spiritual aspirations.

Let me pray for the fulfilment of these ideals and for the successful
working of intellectual cooperation, implying by the word “intellectual™
not only knowledge and thinking, but also the noble aspirations of

mankind.
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th? lrljlpact of Indian religion and philosophy upon Athens and Alexan-
dria, !.f l.'lt}t lf“’ speak of the westward march of Christianity, a religion
of _-"’lﬁlﬂt": origin ; all these facts, so significant in the history of civili-
zation, compel us to recognize the ramification of mutual influence be-
tween East and West, in addition to the perpetual shifting of boundaries
between the two.

However, we shall not merely ponder over the past but let us look
at the present contrast. The aggression of Europe towards Asia, dating
from the sixteenth century and culmimnating in the nineteenth, has
brought the contrast to acute outcomes, and now the conflicts arising
thereby are illustrated glaringly by the struggle between the Lancashire
mills and Gandhi’s spindle, to take one instance out of many.

In more general terms, the society in the East is solidly based upon
the family or community unit, while the individual is the keynote of
the Occidental social life. The modern civilization of the Occident may
be called scientific or intellectual, while the Orient still clings much to
tradition and sentiment. Instead of analyzing these and other differen-
tiating features, I might, for the sake of brevity and contradistinction,
enumerate those characteristics as follows: Individual freedom versus
submission to authority ; the spirit of domination, interest in mass and
speed and so forth, versus the receptive attitude, meditative mood, in-
clination towards repose and serenity and so forth; the spirit of search
and experimentation versus the attitude of faith and adoration. I do
not mean to exhaust all the points at issue nor to ignore some simi-
larities exhibited in the various phases of history on either side. At
any rate, the nineteenth centuary has witnessed acute contrast and
conflict between East and West and we have even now not quite over-
come them in spite of the modernization of several Oriental nations.
Indeed, an important problem for the whole world 1s concerned with
the future of this contrast, with the gap still dividing the majority of the
human race into two camps or streams of civilization.

et me pause here and try to view the situation from another
angle. I mean the two distinct phases of European civilization demar-
cated by Calvin and his time.

Some of you who have listened to my characterization of East and
West may have thought of a similar contrast to be drawn between
the different stages or phases of European civilization, particularly
between Catholicism and Protestantism. Apart from details, I always
associate the distinction between East and West with the contrast
between the medieval and the modern ages of Occidental civilization.
In fact, the Eastern peoples, who have been living for centuries 1n the
medieval atmosphere of social life, are now being invaded, so to speak,

— ==

by the impact of all the stimulating forces of modern civilization, and
* wlem for them lies largely In the question as to how to adapt

the pro >~ M
the new conditions and to pass through a transition

themselves 1O

which h: | . .
Naturally, the confusion and conflict fomented by this stage of transi-

tion are enormous, though differing in degree in the various cuuntrife:&;
of the East. And these are aggravated still by. ;{t'aruthf:r factor, that 1s,
the difficulties incumbent upon the modern clu'l!lxatlnn r.;:f the .wefit
itself. I am not entitled to discuss wherein do lie those difficulties in
vour social, industrial and political life; but I think very fr:u.u_', even 1n
i_::L]'['lj[}E1 would be optimistic enough to think that Europe i1s entirely
safe and that its civilization has no difficulties to face. If not sub-
scribing to the cry of the “ Downfall of the West,” no one could deny
that there are in Europe at least demands for some change, not only
nolitical or economical, but also moral and spiritual. .

If my view of the present sjtuation in Europe is not entirely mis-
taken, vou will understand how we Orientals feel facing the double
difficulty of passing through a transition from the medieval life, so to
speak, to modern civilization, while facing at the same time the critical
stage of the newly introduced civilization with all that is therein
implied, including science and industry, ideas and ideals, political and
social institutions.

No Eastern people can resist the power of modern machinery nor
could remain in their former attitude of tranquillity and repose. ‘lhe
rise of modern industry compels them to deviate from many of their
traditional ways of living and thinking. The spirit of scientific ex-
perimentation has more or less exploded the inherited attitude of sub-
mission to authority. All these and many other allied phenomena are
what is termed the occidentalization or modernization of the Oriental
peoples. The problems for them would be simpler if the newly 1n-
troduced civilization of the Occident were stabilized and free from
the problems and difficulties of its own; but the fountain source of
the new factors itself is facing a crisis and therefore the Asiatic
countries are facing double difficulties.

Viewed in this way, I cannot but think that we all, both Occidentals
and Orientals, in spite of the difference in the respective traditions and
lemperaments, are facing nearly the same problems, amounting to the
[l?lmi*’m of how to make use of all those beneficial factors in modern
Civilization and yet to overcome the impending crisis and to go a step
Em*yun:i the ken of the present generation. Take the instance of science;
It has proceeded, up to the present, chiefly along the line of search into
unknown regions and discovery of new truths, often accompanied by

.« been experienced in Europe during the past four centuries.
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EAST AND WEST

Delivered for radio broadcast at Geneva, July 20th, 1934.
By M. ANESAKI.

Friends, Brothers and Sisters,

On having come to this city of John Calvin, I cannot help thinking
of the tremendous changes Europe has undergone since his time. When
he took grip of the city government, just three-hundred and ninety-nine
vears ago, and established a theocracy in this district, he certainly
i:n:liew[i that the new régime was destined to transform the whole
world. as he believed in his own mission to carry out this change
according to God's will ever ruling the destiny of mankind. But I
wonder whether he could have anticipated, even dreamt, that the world
to follow was one so distinctly characterized by Science and Industry,
the two great factors of the modern civilization of the Occident. 1 don’t
know how much truth there is in the theory that makes Calvin himself
responsible for the rise of industrial capitalism. Perhaps the spirit of
search and experimentation, the kernel of modern science, was not quite
congenial to him. Yet no one can contest that the modern civilization
of the Occident could not have manifested its trends as we see them
now without the vitalizing influence of the firm belief in one's destiny,
of the strong will to dominate, all so characteristic of Calvin and his
reformation. This I say, not with a view to evaluate Calvin or European
civilization, but in order to invite you to meditation on the origin and
nature of modern civilization and further on the features which now
differentiate the Orient and the Occident so tremendously that many
people here believe that East is East and West is West, and that those
twains shall never meet. But I doubt whether this distinction has ever
been so marked and whether it will remain so for ever. You Europeans
regard the Saracens as Orientals and somewhat as enemy of the Occi-
dent. But did not Mohammed himself possess something of Calvinistic
faith and will? Did not the Saracen civilization manifest something of
your modern civilization, its science and its will to dominate? In fact,
we, the peoples of the Far East, and perhaps of India too, regard the
Saracens as Occidentals. Go back still further and recall the march of
the Macedonian troops into India, the consequent introduction to a
':F”“i“ degree of Greek culture into India, the further pilgrimage of
Greek and Byzantine art as far as Japan on one side, and on the other
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