:__ 0] LLLLY LAY L L L0 LA L T _____ |

e L | mwhmeMN_‘_..___:mwhom._um___N_.

L :_::_?:5:__ T im Ll __;________;_ alaoE L abnolud oo i mnmmmm

. - LEN . T 3 ;
| uﬁﬂt A e R e e - ﬂ.l..rll.lil._.l.u —
T

—— e | i e ilIll“\."‘l'Il['El‘lhll.ll e e .‘...l._ll.l||l| -

“oe|g  J000/6  eWUM  EuebeN  ped  MmolsA  ueely  uekg  enig

10 ANUA AIACKIIIN



A BOOK OF LESSONS

FOR

THE T'SE OF SCHOOLS .

PUBLISHED BY PERMISSION
, OF
THE SCHOOL KAISEIJO.

SECOND EDITION

NUMADZ

ITIRO W. N. & CO.

MEIJI 4TH,




CONTENTS.

The History of Columbus, and his

Discovery of America .

Part First,

Part Second, ....
Part Third,
Part Fourth,

The History of the I{HSS'LaI:l‘;EﬂliJ‘E.I‘;I'

Peter the Great, ...,
History of Isaac Newton,
Part First, ...
Part Second, R A A T
History of James Ferguson, the
Astronomer, .. oot s e
Washington’s regard for his Mother,
The History of Franch revolution,

and Napeleon Buonaparte,...
Alfred and his Mother,




THE HISTORY OF COLUMBUS,

AND HIS DISCOVERY OF
AMERICA. .
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Part First .

The parts of the world which were known
400 years ago were Kuarope, Asia, and Afri-
ca. The people of those regions traded with
one znother, and believed themselves to be the
only mhabitants of the world. They had ne-
ver ventured to sail out into the great ocean
that surrounded them.

LThe most westerly lands known to the pe-
ople of Kurope were the Madeira Islands, the
Canary Islands, and the Azore Islancds. And
when we look Into the map, and see how far
out 11 the great sea those islands are situat-
ed, we canno: but admire the bravery of the
man who first dared to venture out so far a3
to reach them. " Sailors now, indeed, cross ajl
Parts of the Atlantic Qcean without much
danger ; but those who first discovered these
islands, and ‘explored the ocean which Surro-
unds them, had no charts to guide their co-
urse. cafl

About this time, Chyistopher Columbus was
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born. His father was a poor hard—working
man, who lived in Genoa, a city of Iltaly.

Poor 2s he was, however, he took care th-
at his son should be taught reading, writing,
and arithmetic,

Columbus was fond of studying maps, and
reading accounts of foreign countries. The
subjects of geography, as he grew up, occupi-
ed more of his time than any other employm-
ent, and the pleasure he derived from this st
ndy made him long to visit ' other countries,
At 14 years of age he became a sailor;
and during his youth he sailed about the Medi-
terranean, sometimes in merchant vessels, and
sometimes in men of war. He endured many
hardships, but he gained the advantage of
learning the management of a ship; and
thus became, while yet a young man, an
experienced and clever sailor.

His daring spirit soon urged him to extend
his voyages beyond the NMediterranean. -He
sailed through the straits, of Gibraltar 1nie

solumbus. 5

It was by these observations and inquiries,

that Le was first led to suppose that “there
might be land to the westward of the Az
ores. *The Azores, ' thought he, ¢ were once
unknown, but it only required some man a

little bolder than others to discover them;

.and why may there not be land to the westw-

ard of the Aczores also, which it only remains
for some other fortuuate adventurer to make
known'! ”’

Some of the facts, which encouraged Golu-
mbus to persevere in this supposiiion of the
existence of land to the west of the Auzores,
are very curious, He had learned that, at
Madeira and Yhe Azores, trunks of huge pine
trees, such as did not grow in these islands,
had been washed on shore by westerly winds.
Pleces of wood, cut in strange shapes and cu-
riously carved, had been picked up. DBut, ab-

i ove all, two dead bodies of men, with featur-

es quite unlike those of the people of Europe,
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Asia, or Africa, had been cast on one of these
13lands, and had eccasiqmgd ‘much wonder,
These sfrange circumstances, oc{:l}rring at
different times, appear to have been regarded!
as mere objects of idle curiosity; till Colum-
bus, reflecting on them, was led to think that

the Atlantic, and made a voyage to the west
cosst of Africa. During these voyages he ca-
refully observed every new occurrence,:- and
stored up all the knuwledge that he could

obtain from other sailors.
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the trees must have grown on land, that the
carved wood must have been worked by men’s
bands, and that, as all these things came
from the west, land, as vet unknown to
Europeans, was to be found in that direction,
So convinced did Columbus become of the
existence of new countries towards the west,
that he was willing to risk his own life, and
to sail over that vast untried ocsan in search
of them. DBut he was a poor man, with
neither money nor rich friends to assist him,
Even if he could have procured a ship, he
bad no rewards to offer, with which to pers-
~ uade daring men to accompany him in the
enterprise, .~
At length he resolved to try to pe_'ffiiuade
the King or Governor of some country to
fit out for him the necessary ships, so that
be might go at once and make the intended
discovery. i
Having been born in Genoa, he first offered
his plan: to the chief men of that city; but
they onlv laughed at him, and refused to list-

en to or assist him. Much disappointed, but

still resolved to persevere, he went to the Ki-
ng cf Pertogal. At this time the Portugue-
se were the best sailors in Europe, and bhad

columbus. 7

made the longest voyages. Columbus was.
not laughed at this time, but he was treated
dishonestly. Pretending to listen to him, the
King of Portugal got from him part of his
plan; and then, refusing to assist him, sent
cut one of his own captains, with some shi-
ps, to make the very discovery which the ill-
used Columbus had been the first to propose.
However, the captain who was sent out did
not succeed : he met with stormy weather,
became alarmed, and soon returned to Por-
tugal.

As soon as Columbus learned the return
of these ships, he departed for Spain. He
was s0 poor that he was obliged to beg as
he went along. |

One cold windy night, a stranger carrying
a young child on his back, arrived at a sm-
all village in Andalusia, a province of Spain.
He begged for bread and water, saying that
he and his child were faint with hunger and
fatigue. Some kind people took him 1nte
their house and relieved him. This stranger
was Columbus, journeying towards Corduva,
which was then the chief town of Spain, and
the residence of the King and Queen. The
People who assisted him in his misery were
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go much 1']terested in his behalf that they
gave him money to co: ntinue his journey, and
some of them even went with him, and when
they arrived at Cordova, presented Columbus
to the Queen, and obtained her promise to
s#ppﬂrt him.

But his difficulties were not yet over—many
years passed away before the Queen could re-
solve really to perform her promise. During
this time Columbus had need of much patie-
nce; the people about the palace were too
ignnrant to understand his reasons for belie-
ving there might be countries beyend the seas,
and they lmnhed at him for his pﬂvert}, and
called him a dleamer -

At last, the Queen gave orders that three
ghids should be dejwered to him, and furnis-
hed him with mune} to engage sailors and
prepare every thing for the veyage. Disapp-
ointment, however, still awaited poor Colum-
bus; the sailors disliked to go; they were
z2fraid to embark on such an expedition, and
refused to accompany him.

An order from the Queen at last forced
{20 men on board the vessels. Their friends
took leave of them as of men who were never
to return, Columbus, full of hope and jov,

columbus. 9

~heered them with assuranees of sweeess; but
he still saw only despair in the counienances
of the sailors, Two of his friends Jolned the

expedition, and to each of them he gave the
command of a vessel.

Part Second.

The ships given him to undertake a long and
hazardous voyage were old and almost worn

out; two of them, indeed, were little better

ﬂ]an open boats. On 1:113 3d of August, 1492,
the vessels sailed. Oﬂuumbua first directed his
course to the Canary Islands, intending, when

he had reached them, to stﬁr dua*west
At the Canary lslands he was detained so-

me time, repairing his old and lehk} ‘vessels,
On the Gih of September he again set sail;
and now began the real dangers and difiicul-
ties of Columbus. It required all bhis pati-
ence and courage to bear up against the
many troubles be met with. His sailors had,’
from the beginning, oppoesed him as much as
they dared, from their dislike to the voyage.

But when they had lost sight of Feroe,;
the most western of the Canary Islands, and
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saw themselves in the midst of the vast unt-
ried ccean, their fears became so great that
they actually cried like children.

¢« We shall never, nevr again return to our
own homes ! ” they exclaimed; ¢ we shall
never 2gain see our friends and children! we
shall be swallowed up in the waves of the
unknown eea! Oh! foolish men that we
were, why did we consent to accompany
this mad Columbus!”

In vain did Columbus beg them to reme-
mber that their voyage had bitherto been
without storm or alarming accilent, and that,
therefore, they had really nothing to complain

of. These childish men were obstinate 12+

their fears.
A few days after sailing from the Canar-

ics, the ships of Columbus came Wwithin the
influence of a favoprable wind, and so beaut-
ifully” did it waft” them along that, for &
time, 1t cheered even the discontented sailors.
When they had proceeded some distance,
they met with large patches of sea-weed, and
also with land plan's, drifted from the west.
Columbus siupposed, from these appearances,
that theyv would soon fall in with land. On®
of the sla.ilurs discovered a live Ci‘.—.l.b on 3

columbus, i1

patch of seaweed,—another proof to Columbus
that land was near, for crabs are generally
picked up at low tide on the sea shore.

- The sailors were now as eager to discover
the expected land as they had been unwiiling
to sail in search of it. They continually mi-
stook the distant clouds for the desired sho-
re, and shouted, ¢ Land! land!” When
these shouts were heard by Columbus, much
as he wished the guess to prove true, be sill
doubted. A common, though not certain si-
gn of land, is the gradualy decreasing depth
of the water. Therefore, Columbus ordered
the lead to be thrown overboard, to take wh-
at is called * soundings.” The sea-line, with
which soundings are taken, is a luné rope wi-
th a piece of lead fastened to the eni of it.
When seamen wish to know the depth of the
water they throw the lead into the sea, and
allow the line to run out till the lead reac-

hes the bottom.

Disappointment awaited Columbus; for on
gounding he could find no bottom, and he fe-
ared he was not so near land as the sailors
expected. They became again troublesome,
and tormented their brave leader with their

W 7 .
fretful and ignorant fears,
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There was, however, some cause for uness-
iness, as their ships were old, and, had they
met with storms, they might have been sunk.
Besides, it was possible that their stock of
provisions might be exhausted before they
reached land, and, of course, they must then
perish with hunger. g o4
*“ In the midst of this despondency, some br-
,-ezes from the west sprung up; and the cha-
“nge of weather was followed by a sight which
gladdened their eyes—several little birds visi-
ted the ships. They came regularly in the
morning, and flew away in the evening. Their
chirping and singing were sweet music in
the sailors’ ears. It was the first sound of
land that they had heard since leaving the
Canaries. “ My friends, *’ said Columbus.
““now you may have hopes of seeing the wish-
ed-for land, These birds must have a nest
or home somewhere ncar. They are so fresh

and lively that their journey to us canmot

have been long and fatiguing. > 7.

This general content, however, did not last
long. The wind ceased, entirely, and the
ships remained motionless; the sea was so
thickly covered with weeds that it looked
like a green marsh flooded with water. The

columbua. 13

sailors were excecedingly frightened at seeing

that the ships did not move. They forgot
that such accidents sometimes happened on
the seas which they had been accustomed to
sail upon, and fancied that the ships'' were
stuck fast in the weeds, and that they had
arrived at the end of the ocean. They even
threatensd to throw Columbus into the sea
unless he consented to give up his voyage, and
take the first opportunity of returning to Spain.

“What |”" exclaimed Columbus, ¢ give up
the voyage, now that we have almost found
the land we seek | Surely no mon among you
can be so cowardly! Sail with me but a few
days longer.” In order to gratify his men,
Uolumbus altered the course of the ships to

‘the south-west "

Signs of land now became more frequent.
Not only were fresh green herbs seen, but
leaves of trees floated pastf“the ships. A
branch with red berrries, and a stick, carved
in & strange manner, were also picked up,

So near was land believed to be that, ag

the ships were going at a great rate throuch

the water, Columbus, in order to ‘guard aga.
st accidents, determined to keep “watch all

. Bight.  Anxiety and restlessness were general

- m—— i
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in all the ships: no one went to slee
one was looking out for land,

Though Columbus had, to hjs men, always
appeared cheerful and confident, he felt within
himself occasional doubts and’ uneasiness. As
he sat on “deck, gazing ggrn_estfyw into the
horizon, he thoucht he saw, through the dar-
kness, a light glimmering faintly at a great
distance. e called up one of his crew,
and asked him if he saw anything in the
direction which he pointed out to bim.
“ Yes, ** aaid ‘tHe 'man, “ T geo a light. ™
Columbus clasped his hands together and
exclaimed, *“““It is so! it must be so |’

He now felt certain that he had found
land, and that it was inhabited. They sailed
on: at two o'clock, one of the ships, which
was In advance of the othere, fired a gun ;

Joyful sound ! it was the signal of land. ¢ I,..
nd ! land!” was shouted from ship to ship
with one glad voice. The rest of the night
was spent By the sailors in talking over the
expected sight which the morning was to br-
ing. “Shall we find people in this new cou-
ntry ?” asked the men one to another. ¢ Shall
we find houses and cities like those of Spain?
Shall we find men like ourselves, or stranve

Py every
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monsters, who will be as fierce and cruel as
they are frightful? ™ |

In this way the time passed till the dawn
appeared, and then they beheld an istand that
seemed to their eyes, so long used to the
sight of nothing but sky and sea, the maosg
beautiful they had ever beheld. The trees
were 80 luxuriant as to appear a never-ending
grove, the sea along the shore was clear and
sparkling. As the day advanced, people were
seen running from the woods towards the
shore, and then again retreating among the
trees, showing by their manners, that they
were astonished at the sight of the ships.

Columbus ordered the boats to be got rea-
dy, and entered one of them with some of his
crew ; impatient to place his foot on the land
which ﬁé?ﬁhﬁa;ﬁdiscovered, he was the first to
spring on shore. As soon as his companic_jna
had landed, he planted the flag of the King
ol Spain on the coast; meaning to signify,
that this new land henceforth belonged to that
king In doing so, ke only followed the ord-
ers he had received; but these orders were

unjust, because the land was already occupied
by others.
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Part Third.

Columbus gave the name of San-Salvador
to the island which he had discovered. On
looking in the map, it will be found among
the islands called the Bahamas.

The simple and ignorant people who inhab-
ited this island, on seeing the Spaniards app-
roach the shore, were so alarmed, that they
fled to the thickest parts of the woods. But
after a time, as their curiosity got the better
of their fear, they began gradually to come
forth from their hiding-places.

They supposed that both ships and men
biad, during the night, risen out of the waters,
or come down from the clouds, The sails
they mistook for wings, and the sound and
flash--of the guns for thunder and lightning.
Disguised as they were with their clothes and
armour, the sallors did not seem to them men
like themselves. Everything was so mew and
strange to them, that their mistakes and
gurprise are not to be wondered at. They
therselves wore no clothing ; bus had their
bodies painted in various eolours and fancitu]
_patterns. 1 The patural colour of their skins
was @& reddish brown, and their hair was

columbus, 17

straight and black. They had not, like the

Spanish sailors, beards growing on their ch-
ins ; and their only arms were wooden lances,

:pointed with fish bones.

When Columbus offered them a few coloured

. glass beads, and some bright brass bells, they

soon forgot their fears, and flocked down to
the shore in great numbers. As the hour
of sunset approached, the three boats again
put off from the shore, and joined the ships
that remained at anchor.

Columbus was so much pleased with his
new discovery, that he did not continue hig
voyage for some days. He also wished to
make friends with the natives, whom he found
mild and gentle. In return for the trinkets
they had received from the Spaniards, 'th'ejr
brought fruit and various kinds of roots to
them, besides some balls of cotton. These fri-

r;'_endly natives did a still greater service to the
Spaniards ; the fruits, &ec., they might have

dene without, but they could not live without
water ; and, owing to the length of the voy-
age, they had drunk nearly all that they had
brought from the Canaries® SpringsTof fresh
water abounded“in the island, and the natives
not only pointed out the best and largest, bus
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assisted the Spaniards to fill their casks, and
roli them to_snd from the boats.

Columbus having thus refreshed bis men,
and supplied the whlpﬁ with' water, again set
sail. He. proceeded in a southerly direction,
beczuse be understood from the signs of the
natives that he would find a larger island in
that direction. On the 28th of October he
arrived at the large island of Cuba. Still,
he had not discovered the continent of Ame-
rica. The islands he had visited he called
the West Indies. because he ermngnusly supp-
osed them near to India, though ‘they are
many thousand miles distant. They still keep
the name given to them by Columbus.

Afrer these discoveries, he determined to
return home and report his success. His vo-
yage had hitherto been without stormsj his
return to Eﬁ?épe, however, was not so fortu-
nate. A dreadful tempest arose when he was

near the Azores. He expected every insiant,

that his frail and Wﬂrﬂ'hﬂ.ut: vessels would be

shattered by the fury of the winds, or dashed
to pieces by the waves.

l*ortuna.te]v however, all the shlps weathe-
red the storm, and returned to Spain in S&-fﬁt}
The news of the arrival of Columbus, and of

columbus,

the discovery which he had made, filled the
people with joy and wonder. Their alsecuce
had been so long, that they A were given up
for lost ; therefore, the rejoicing of their frien-
ds was very great. The bells were rung, all
the shops closed, and the people flocked in
crowds to the harbour, to see Columbus land.
Lhe sight was, indeed, remarkable. First
walked Columbus, followed by some of his
crew carrying beautiful parrots, cotton, and
various other plants and animals, which they
had brought from the new wmld Then
came the most curious sight of all—six

natives of Cuba, who were painted after/

the manner of their country. The streets
were so thronged that the sailors could hardly
get along, while the shouts of joy and welc-

ome were so loud as 'to be quite wafmmtr
Columbus, occupied with his own thﬁuﬂ'hts,

walked along n SIIEHLP In the midst of all
this rejoicing, he “Could not but remember
the time when ne had first arrived at thig
very town, with his litile son on his back
and had been obliged to be g his bread. :

Hor a long time, l’mthm:* bup (e mmbus

__a\..,l

and the * new world, ” as' the Spaniards ealled
lt wWere talked Gf .10 Was raceis ..-:i ‘.‘+;f7’i

£
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kindness by the Kirg and Queen, rewarded
with numerous presents, and shortly afterwa-
rds, was engaged to make another voyage,
that he might proceed with his new discoveries.

Nore.—It was not till his third voyage
that Columbus discovered the continent of
America.

Part Fourth.

You may 1magine what were the wonder
and joy of the people of Europe when they
heard of this discovery. Nothing like it in
the world’s history had been known.

But Columbus was unjustly deprived of
the honor of giving his name to the lead he
bad found. It was called America, from a
man named Amerigo, who visited the country
seven years after Columbus had discovered it.

Amerigo wrote a book about the country ;
and then some one made 2 map, and wrote
the name ‘“ America " on the land described
by Amerigo. And in this way people fell
into the habit of calling the new land America,
instead ef Columbia. |

It is now too late to redress the injustice.
But the fame of Columbas, I think, is net to
be lessend by 1t.

peter The Great. 21

THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN
MPEROR PERBR THE GREAT.

Perer, afterwards called Peter the Great,
was born in the year 1672. His father,
the Emperor Alexis, died when he was
only ten years old, and at the age of savent-
¢en Peter was acknowledged as Emperor
by the Russians.

At that time the Russians were a very
ignorant and barbarian nation; but Peter,
though wanting instruction quite as much ag

.the people over whom he was ruler, was for-

tunately aware of his ignorance. When he
began hia’j"réig'n, Russia was without trade
and almost without manufactures, Poter saw
the importance of Iniroducing these into his
country ; but he also” ‘saw that before he
could teach others he must first teach himself,

He began by learning the Dutch and
GGerman languages, for there were hardly
any books in Russia. |

In these studies he was assisied by a2 man
named Le Fort, who came from Geneva in
Switzerland, and who was a
wellseducated man.

There wes nothing which Peter so anxiously
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desired his country to pnssess.as ships, beca.

use he Pﬂl(‘i-ixe%ﬁthat without them it was
impossible for “the Russians to trade with
other naticns. He got a Dutch ship-wright,
whom he employed to build some ships ; but -

In thi¢, as'in all his early endeavours, he fo-
und himself greatly hindered by the ignorance
and want of skill of the Russian workmen.,
To remedy this evil as far as possible, he
selected a nummber of young men, whom he
sent into foreign comntries to learn different
useful arts,

But he did more than this—he determined
~to leave his country for some time and learn,
by his own observation, whatever he wished
his people to know., Accordingly he left
- Russia, taking. but a few persons with him,
among whom was his friend Le Fort, and
concealing his name and rank, that he might
meet with no interrtiption from the curiosity
of strangers. Pt

Peter travelied through Germany into Ho-
lland, where he intended to stay for ‘some
time to learn the art of ship:-building, aund
many other things, which could be learned
there better than anywhere else. He did not

stop at Amsterdam, but proceeded in a boat

peter The creat. 23

to Saasrdam, a small town on the sea coast,
where most of the Dutch ships were built,

On his arrival Peter represented bimsolf
and his companions as carpenters, who had
come to Saardam in search of employment.
He took his place among the other workmen,
and laboured as industriously as if he had
had to earn his dread, for he thought that in
no way could he ‘become so thoroughly acquai-
nted with every part of a ship as by assisting
to build one himself. |

He was called, by his own desire, Peter
Timmerman, which means a carpenter, or
more commonly Master Peter. But the Peo-
ple of Saardam %oon found out who Master
Peter really was, and crowds went to the

- dockyard (as the place where ships are built

13 called) to see the Emperor at his work,
dressed like a Dutch seilor, in a red jacket
and white trousers. But Peter disliked such
Interruptions, for he did not come to Holland

7 %0 surprise strangers, but to gain instruction.

When he had made himself acquainted with
every thing connected with ship building,
down' to the making of ropes and sails, he-
left Saardam, and travelled all over Holland,
visiting the principal towns and manufictories,
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After leaving Holland Peter visited England,
and then returned to Russia through Germany
and Austria.

Peter now began to teach his countrymen
what he had taken such pains to learn for
himself. He instructed them in the building
and navigation of ships, and 1n the cultivation
of land, He also founded schools, and caused
many usefal books to be translated into Ru-
ssian from other langusges. Meanwhlle he
was executing a plan he had lﬂng formed, for
raising that great city near the shores ﬂf the
Gulf of Finland, of which I have spoken, and
by means of which he hoped to carry on a
successful trade and useful intercourse with
other nations. Till Petersburgh was built,
the Russians had no seaport except Archangel,
which is situated, as you know, quite at the
northern extremity of Russia, and is only to
be approached by salling all round Norway.

Peter was so anxious to complete his new
city, that he not only planned and directed
the whole., but to encourage the workmen, he
even assisted with his own hands 1n building
the first house. Petersburgh is now one of
the finest cities in Europe, and has taken the
place of Moscow as the capital of Russia.

peter The creat, 25

When we think upon the energy and pers- -
everance with which Peter laboured lmprove
the condition of his people, we must allow
that he well deserved the title of @G reat
You must not mppose, however, that Peter
was without faults, he had many, but I do
not tell you of them here, because, as he had
none of those advantageﬂ of instruction which
we possess, it is better to be silent upon errors
which were probably in a great measure the

effects of his ignorance.

‘Before I conclude I will tell you an anec-

i~ dote which shows the value he placed on early
" education. One day seeing two of his little

daoghters, Anna and Natalia, reading a Fr-
ench book together, he desired one of them
to translate a passage into Russian. He was
struck with the ease and readiness with

-which she comphed ‘“ Ah, my children, ”

said he, “how happy are you who are taught
in your youth, and enjoy ail the advantagas
of mstructlon, which were wanting to me!”




e

e,

- o iy I e T

|

I_
-
i
)

1
j;_
R}
1
{
K |

26 A Book of Lessons.

HISTORY OF ISAAC NEWTON.

“

Part First,

Men of great learning and talents, whom
all people admire and praise, are often found
to be more modest than persons not so wise
and good. Sir Isaac Newton was one of
these great, and, at the same time, modest

~men. When a lhittle boy at school, he surp-

rised every body by the curious little machines
which he made with his own hands.

He had a uumber of saws, hatchets hammers, -

and other tools, which he used very skilfully.
A windmill being put up near the place
where he lived, he frequently went to look
at it, and pried into every part of it, till
he became thoroughly acquainted with it, and
the way in which it moved.”

He then began with his knife, and saws,
and hammer, and made & small windmill,
exactly like the large one: it was a very
neat and curious pie e of workmanship. He
gometimes set it on the house-top, that the
wind might turn it round. He also cﬂntrive:d
to cause a mouse to turn his mill. This
little animal being put inside a hollow wheel,
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its endeavors to get forward turned the wheel
and set the machinery in motion. There was
also somé corn placed about the wheel, and
when the mouse tried to get at the cornm, it
made the wheel go round.

Having got an old box from a friend, Isaac
made it into a water-clock—that is, a clock
driven by a small fall of water. It was very
like our common clocks, and about four feet
high. At the top was a dial- plate,  with
figures of the hours. The hour—hand was
turned by a piece of wopd, which either fell
or rose by water dropping upon it. This
stood in the room where he lay, and he took
care, every morning, to supply it with plenty
of water.

It pointed out the hours so well, that the
people in the house would go to see what was
the hour by it. It was kept in the house as
8 curiosity long after Isaac went to college.
The room in which he lodged was full of
drawings of birds, beasts, men, ships, and
mathematical figures, all neatly made upon
the W%lll with chm{'lﬂl._;;

When Isaac grew a little older, and went
to college, he had a great desire io know
something about the air, the water, the tides,
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and the aun, moon, and stars. One day,
when he was sitting alone in his garden, an
apple happened to fall from a tree to the
ground. He then began to ask himself,
What is the cause of the apple falling down ?
Is it from some power or force in the apple
itself, or 18 the power in the earth, which,
draws the apple down ?

When he had long thought about this
aubject, he found out that it was the earth
that attracted, or drew the apple down, and

that this power of attraction is one of the
laws of nature. By it, loose objects are~: -
. retained upon the surface of the earth, instead
~_of flying abroad through space. "¥You have
‘learned, from the picture on Geography, that
this earth is a globe, which turns over, day
after day.

Part Second.

It is attraction which gives weight to ob-
jects; bence it is sometimes called gravitation,
which means nearly the same thing as weight.
Isaac Newton also discovered that all odjects
whatever have an attraction for each other,
and always in proportion to their size and
the distance at which they are placed.

13a8c Newton. 29

Thus the moon, though a large globe, is
under the attraction of the earth, and the
planets are under the attraction of the sum,
And it is by attraction they are all made to
keep their proper distances from one another.

These discoveries were justly considered as
among the most important ever made ; and, for

his having made them reflecting men will ever” *
/ venerate the name of Newton. He was also

the first who showed that every ray of white
light from the sun cousists of seven different
colors ; and he made known many other cur-
jous and wonderful things which were never
known before. (el

He was of a mild and equal femper, and was
seldom or never seen in a passion. He had

. @ little dog which he called Dismond, He
. 'was one day called out of his study where, all
‘his papers and writings were lying upon a

table. His dog Diamcnd bappened to jump
upon the table, and overiuined a lighted can-
dle, which set fire to all his papers, and
gonsumed them in a few wmoments.

In this way Newton lost the labor of many
years. But when he cdme into the study,
and saw what had happencd, he did not strike
the little dog, but only said, ¢ Ah Diamond,
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Diamond ! thou little knowest the migchief

thou hast done!” A
Though Isaac Newton was a very wise and

learned man, he was not proud of his learning,

but was very meek and humble. He was

kind to all, even to the poorest and meanest’

man. Though he wag wiser than most other
men, yet he said, a little before he died, that
all his knowledge was as nothing when com-
pared with what he had yet to learn.

He was sometimes so much engaged in
thinking, that his dinner was often three
hours -ready for him before he could be
dbronght to the table.

tle was born at Woolsthorpe in England,
on the 25¢k December, 1642 ; and died on the
20th March 1727, at the age of eighty five.

HISTORY OF JAMES FERGUBSON,
THE ASTRONOMER.

James Farguson was born in the year 1710,
a few miles from keith, a little village in
Banffshire, one of the mnorthern counties of
Scotland.

His father had a large family, and being
 poor man, wae obliged to work hard In
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order to support them. After a day's steady
labour, rest and quiet are agreeable to most
men. But he was so fond 'of “his children,
and knew so well how useful learning would
be to them as they grew up, that when he
returned to his home of an evening, instead of
indulging in ease, he employed himself in
teaching his children to read and write. Ho
took each in his turn, 2s they reached the
age at which he thought it proper for them
to begin to learn. ‘

James, however, learned to read before his
father thought of beginning to teach bim. He
used to listen attentively while his father was
teaching his elder brother, and afterwards stu-
dy the lesson himself. That he might not dist-%1
urb his father, whose time was much occupied,’
he was in the habit of applying to a kind wom-
an in the neighbourhood, when there was any
thing he could not understand. Pleased at bis
earpestness and industry in learning to read,

Lis father gave him some further assistance,

“and also taught him to write;“and afterwards

placed him at a school at Keith. When only
eight years of age, he already showed a taste
for examining machines, and he even tried to
make imitations of parts of them, such 8s
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wheels, with an old lathe and a little knife.

While still very young, he was put out:
to earn his own bread; but being too weak for

hard labour, he was employed by his master

to watcth sheep. He continued at this empl- -
oyment for many years. Looking after sheep, ™
however, was mnot occupation enough for so

mqulmwe a boy as Ferguson. In the day-.

time he amused himself with making models’

of mills, spinning-wheels, and such other tH’lngs
as he happened to see, and at night he
watched the stars.

As he grew old and stronger, he was put to |

harder work, and be had, accordingly, fewer

houre of lmsmﬂij But &till he #teadxly perse-*"’.
vered in hid’‘endeavours to make hlmself’{

acquainted with every thing around him. The
d}fﬁcultxgs which he had to surmcunt, only
made him the more eager to seaze gvery

opportunity of gaining instruction. Hi: con-:

trivance for marking down the ETESI ;jons of the
stars was very mcrenmus “ He used to go out
into the fields at mght ‘when his work was

nver, with a blanket around him, and =2 can-
le in his hand; and spreadlng the blanket on

the ground, he laid himself on his back upon
i, to survey, the stars, He had provided

Yie i) ¢
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himself with a long piece of thraad apon

.which he had strung some beads‘ "This piece

of thread he used ‘to stre}cﬁ at arm’s length
between his eye and the s.'ta?s, and then shdmg
the beads along the thread, until they hid
particular stars from his eye, he applied the
thread to a piece of paper, and marked the
spot where the beads touched. He continued
to do this till he had marked down on his
paper the position of a large number of stars.
The fair copy of this paper which he afterwards
made, ‘he called his * star-paper. ”

His knowledge of the stars brought him
acquamtad with some persons who were able
1o axpTaln many things to him, and to assist
him in various ways. From one person he

. legrned that the earth is round, and from

others he received a pair of compasses and
ruler, and a good supply of pens, ink, and
paper. His master, too, was very kind and
mngxdemte, and took so much pleasure in
ﬁbsarwng Ferguson’s proceedings, that he often
took the thrasblng-ﬂall out of his hands, and
worked himself, while Yerguson sat by bim
in the barp, busy with his compasses, ruler,
and pen. * |

Among other things, he made a globe of
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the earth, from a description which he had
met with in a book. He turned the ball for
it out of a piece of wood, covered the ball
with paper, and then tracad upon this paper

the different oceans,” seas, continents, and
islands.

He had now become a man; but owing to

his poverty he had many dlﬁcultles to stru-
gele Wlth At one time, by over-worklng,'

he fell ill, and was obliged to return ‘to his

father's house, In order to amuse himself -
while in this low state, he made a wooden”
clock, and it kept time pretty well. The bell”

on which the hammer struck the hours, was
the neck of a broken bottle, This clock which
he had made had a welght and line, for he
had no idea how a clock could go without
them. It was also a matter of wonder to him,
how a watch could go in all positions. * Hap-
pening,” he says, *“ one day to see a gentleman
ride by my father's house, which was close by
a public road, I asked him what o' clock it
then was. He looked at his watch, and told
me. As he did it with so much good nature,
I begged of himi to show me the inside of
his watch: and though he was an entire
stranger, he immediately opened the watch,
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and put it into my hands. I saw the spring-

box, with part of the chain round it, and L

asked him what it was that made the box
turn round? He told me that it was turned
round by a steel spring within it. Having
then never seen any other spring than that of
my father's gun-lock, I asked how a spring
within a box could turn the box so ofen round,
as to wind all the chain upon it? He ans-
wered, that the spring was long and thin—
that one end of it was fastened to the axis of
the box, and the other end to the inside of
the box—that the axis was fixed, and the box
was loose upon it. I told him I did not yet
thorﬂunﬁly understand the matter. ¢ Well,

my lad,” says he, take a long thin piece of

. whalebone ; hold one end of it fast between

your finger and thumb, and wind 1t round
your finger; it will then endeavour to unwind
itself : and if you fix the cther end of 1t to
the inside of a small hoop, and leave 1t to
itself, it will turn the hoop round and round,
and wind up a thread tied to the outside of
the hoop.” I thanked the gentleman, and

told him that I understood the thing very

well. I then tried to make a waich with
wooden wheels, and made the spring of
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whalebone, but found that I could not
make the watch go when the balance was
put on, because the teeth of the wheels were
rather too weak to bear the force of a spring
sufficient to move the balance; although the
wheels would run fast enough when the balan-
ce was taken off. I enclosed the whole in a
wooden case, very hittle bigger than a breskfast
tea-cup; but a clumsy neighbour, one day
looking at my watch, happened to let it fall,
and turning hastily about to pick it up, set
his foot upon it, and crushed it all to pieces;
which so provoked my father, that he was
almost ready to beat the man, and discouraged
me so much, that I never attempted to make
such another machine again, especially as
I was thoroughly convinced I could never
make one that would be of any real use.”
James Ferguson now began to consider what
he should do to gain a livelihood. He tried
several occupations; but "his fondness for
astronomy, the pursmt of his early years,
induced bim at lats to devote himself to that
science. His good’ conduct in time bronght
him friends, and his friends preuderi ‘mm
with all the assistance he reanred in his

studies, 'This was pot thrown away upon him.
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That same apphcg.tmn which had enabled him
in his chlldhood and youth to do so ‘much with
little or no help, was of as much use to him in
his later years, when he was aided by books,
telescopes, and instruments of all kinds, and
thus ‘he succeeded in mastering the most
difficult parts of astronomy. In 1743 he came
to London, where he earmed his bread by
teaching astronomy, and became famous for
explaining, clearly to others, all the difficulties
which he had hiwmself so happily surmounted.
In this honourable way he spent the remain-
der of his life, constantly increasing his own
knowledge and instructing others. With a
steady economy, he earned enough to maint-
ain himself in comfort. e had learned the
difficulty of earning money ; and he prudently
laid by while young and in health, to' support
himself in sickness and old age, Ke died on
the 16th of November, 1776.
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JWASHINGTON'’S REGARD heavenly Father has promised to bless the
FOR HIS MOTHER. | children who honor their parents " “and I

/ G OFF believe He will bless you!” :

George Washington, when a boy, had made How entirely was the mother’s fond belief
prepar%tions to go to sea, as a midshipman, . ful-filled ! who is there among men more hon-

Evar?t ing was arranged for his departure.. | ored by his countrymen, and by good men and

r =P k= "/ 32k

The vessel lay opposite to his father’s house children all over the world, than (eorge
on the river Potomac; the small boat had Washington ?
been sent to the shore to take him off, and He was one of the best of boys. H& was
his heart was beut on going. diligent, punctusl and obedient. iSome of his
After his trunk had been put on board the school W"itﬂ’g'%‘)ks still ‘remain, and show
boat, he went to bid his mother fsﬁrg-well. how careful he was to write well.

He saw the tears in her eyes: she was sad He was born in Virginia, on the 22d cf
at the thought of his leaving her. Fiebruary. 1732. He was the first President
George said nothing to her; but he saw of these United States. He died in the year
that she would be greatly distressed if he 1799. His fame is most dear to us all.
went ; and he resolved that, for his’mother’s

sake, he would give up his wish to go to
sea. THE HISTORY OF FRANCH

He said to the man who had carried his REVOLUTION, AND
ironk to the boat: ¢ Go and fefch back my NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE.
trunk ; I will not go away, if my mother is
to be made unhappy by it. "~ In 1788, King Louis the Sixteenth was ind-

George's mother was glad at his decision 35 uced to call an assembly of the States General .
but still more glad because of the {;ih;ﬂ platy 7 ﬂjf the kingdom, which had not been convoked?;
.+ showed ; and she said to him : ‘4 My dear since 1614. This was, in fact, the commen- 3
boy, you will not repent this step. Our- cemsant of that mgig?rg.]::lﬁ reyolution, which,

o :'h’w.- e | (A :

-
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{7 A4 } H4
abdicate, and surrendered himself to England.
In conformity with a convention between Lu-
Ssia, Creat Britain, Austria, and Prussia, he
was gent to St. Helena (wher he died in
1821 ), and Louis the Eighteenth again re-

after promising to France a well regulated
government, and the enjoyment of rational
liberty, was soon %Ll]jgd by the murder of the
king and queen, and by a scene of sanguinary’
{tyranny unparalleled in the ‘history of thel

Heivilized world, During the long wars which

ensued with all the European states, Buona-
parte attained the supreme power, and was
crowned “emperor of France and king of Italy
against him, formed by the other powers, and
conquered nearly the whole of the continent
of Europe. DBut his army being overthrown
in Russia, in 1812, and driven from Germany
in the following year, he was obliged, in 1814,
to abdicate his crown, and was allowed to
reside in “the isle of Elba ; upon which the
brother of the late king ascended the th-
rone by the name of Louis the Eighteenth,
his“nephew the Dauphin, called Louis the
Seventeenth, being dead. DBuonaparte, howe-
ver, escaped from Elba and returned in 1815,
and Louis was obliged to flee to the Netherla-

nds. Buonaparte again ascended the throne

but all the powers of Europe cl__fg:lt}f;iug against
him, and his army having beenf{_ﬁ:;_all}f defe-
ated at Waterloo, he was again cbliged to

-

in| 1804. He defeated all the coalitions #<

cgvgred the throne of his ancestors..

ALFRED AND HIS MOTHER.

Ten hundred years ago there lived in En-
gland a boy, named Alfred. His father was

a king. The son of a king or of a queen is
called a prince: Alfred was then a prince.

He had a mother who was a gooll woman,
and fond of reading. Oune day she had in
her hands a book which had large lotters in
it, painted and gilded.” Aifred and his brot-
hers wished to look at the book.

The art of printing books was not known til]
long after that time. All books were then
written with a pen; so that they were quite
rare and costly,

Alfred and his brothers liked the book
much ; and their mother said, “ I will give it

to him who shall first learn to read init. ¥

Alfred went that same day to a man who
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could teach him to read; and, so well did he
give hés mi:d to study, that he soon learned
to read, and so won the book.

of it all his life. " ol

When he was twenty-three years old he
became King of England. He was so Wise,
and did so much good, that he has ever
since been called ““ Alfred the Great. ”

His good deeds are felt even'at our own
day, and in our own land. All his greatness
and goodness may be traced back to the time
when he saw the book in his mother’s hand,
and made up his mind to learn to read.

The aids for tcaching you to read are much
greater than those which Alfred had, though
he was a prince. You may not become, as he
fiid, a king; nor should I wish you to, even
If you had the power: but you may become,
like him, a good man; which is better than
being a king.

e —
Q)

T,

R Gk Ay

e

ally
o

f

K

Wk

m@
A A

S

__'_,"L

TRE |

an
S

s

J:F\WE%

A
£
5

TR

| Wy

I

ok N — =y

e F S K T I
&

2 %

i

A= .-'“ ; ,‘.I__.*—;ﬁ:l
NNV Y g

=
?ﬁa

¥ 4

1

Y
"w.}'-r

FEEEY

4
g

gy,
‘}pﬁ*__

AETRY W

-
S

P R B 4w




7. A ..w .

o ..-1 |1|.. ’ i il 1l .uu. . .| ._ H”l...‘d .___. ‘.h.u n.“-. 8 H.. 2
. oo e

|




