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ADVERTISEMENT.

On introducing the Recollections of CAPTAIN GOLOWNIN to
the Brifish- Public, we have to notice some extraordinary charges -
breught against our former publication, (the Narrative of Captain
Golownin's Captivity), by the Editor of the British Review, and
which we are inclined to think must have emanated rather from
the malicious suggestions of some disappointed and envious
Counter-Coxcomb, than from the mind of the Editor of a
Journal that aspires to the character of respectability ; though it

is only in deference to the opinion of some of our friends that we

avert to accusations, which the success of the work has proved

to be as impotent as they are futile,

These accusations may be reduced to three heads :—

l.—The not having stated the work to have been originally written
in Russian, and having likewise lefl unnoticed a German translation, so
that, in the language of the Reviewer, *° the reader is left to suppose that
a Russian Captain sent his manuscript from Kamtschatka, or St. Pelersburgh,
in good English, to be printed in Londor™!!!

11.—The having attempted to pass off this RRussian for an English-
man, by annexing R N. to his name, *¢ by which such as know the fact
may believe, if they ean, that Russiarn Navy was intended.”

I1}.—The having suppressed passages in which the Author alludes
to his future and more systematic publication, fo make the reader believe
that ke has before him the whole fruits of the Captain’s sufferings in Japan.”

We have quoted the above grave accusations as a pretty fair
specimen of the absurdities into which Reviewers can fall when

they choose fo be blind, and in answer to them have simply 1o
state :—

In the first place :—That the work was introduced to the
Public by repeated advertisements, announcing it to be written
by Captain Golownin, of the Russian Navy, and Published by
order of the Russian Government,—But, wonderful to relate,
because it was not stated to be translated from the Russian, the
reader, it seems, is left to suppose that a Russian Captain com-
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*

posed it in good English: to be sure, the Reviewer acknowledges,
presently, that the reader may see that the work is by a Russian
Author, only he is unhappily left in the dark, respecting the lan-
guage 1 which the said Russian Author wrote!!!

Secondly :—We are quite at a loss to know what object could
have been gained by passing the Author off for an Englishman ?
As 1o the initials R. N. any person, of common sagacity, might
perceive that the fulness of the title prevented the words, Russian
Navy, being inserted at full length, and the Reviewer must have
known that the preservation of symmetry of arrangement, deemed
S0 essential in title pages, has frequently justified much greater
dpparent incongruities.

But, if any person could, for a moment, have supposed that
4 name so evidently foreign, was upon the British Navy List, he
would have been immediately set right by reading the first and
second lines of the book, where ¢¢ the imperial sloop of war,
Diana,” is particularly mentioned.

Lastly:—We have to state that, when the Narrative of the
Author’s Captivity reached us, with Captain Rikord’s Account,
we found that they made a complete work, and though we had
reason to suppose that an additional part was intended to be pub-
lished, we were unwilling to pledge ourselves to the printing of
volumes, the time of whose appearance was uncertain, and which,
when they did appear, might not be of sufficient interest to justify
the fulfilment of such a pledge : had it been otherwise, the men-
tion of them would have been very desirable as an excellent
advertisement for the present work.

[tis a pity, however, that the Reviewer did not quote, for the
edification of his Readers, the passages which he says we have
suppressed : we are not conscious of any such suppression ; and,
indeed, had this sagacious critic read the entire first page, he
would have found a nete, in which the Author announces his

intention to publish another work on the subject of his VOyages.

AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

Tae Narrative of my Captivity in Japan has suffi-
ciently proved that the means which I had in my
power to collectinformation, respecting that people
and the Empire, were defective and extremely
limited. It would therefore be superfluous for
me to make any apology. I merely think it ne-
cessary to remark, thatl have taken the greater
part of these notices respecting Japan, from our
conversations with our interpreters and guards ;
but as 1t frequently happ@®ed that they contra-
dicted each other entirely, in the accounts they
gave, | considered it as my duty to set down, in my
remarks, only such things as were confirmed by

the concurrent testimony of several Jupunese. If

.h-npau were better known to the Enrnpeuua than

it really is, | could not have ventured to annex to
my Narrative such imperfect and nsuflicient ac-
counts of this remarkable Empire. But in the
actual state of our knowledge of Japan I may hope

that the public will receive them with indulgence.




PREFACE.

Notwithstanding the conciseness of my re-

marks, 1 have thought it better to divide them

under several heads :—

I. Geographical situation, Climate and Extent.

II. Origin of the Japanese Nation.

l11. Religion and Religious Customs,

LV. National Character, Civilization and Lan-
cuage.

V. Government of the Empire.

V1. Laws and Customs.

VII. Productions of the Coungfry; Trade and
(Commerce.

VIII.Popuiation and Military force ; and lastly,

[X. People wha pay-tribute to the Japanese,

and Colones.

ERRATUM.—Page 234.. . for Chap. V. sead Chap, 1X

CONTENTS.

GENERAL INTRODUCTION, containing Chronological De-

tails of the Rise, Decline, and Renewal of British Com-
mercial Intercourse with Japan.

Cuar. L
Geographical Situation, Climate and Extent,

Cuap. 1l
Origin of the Japanese Nation,—Ancient Traditions— A u-
thentic History.

Cuap. IIL
National Character, Civilization and Language—First disco-
very of—Hatred to Christianity—Courage and Tempe-
rance—-General Incontinence—-Female Dissoluteness-—
Education and Talents—Geographical Knowledge—Poli-
tical Suspicions—General Politeness—Varieties of Lan-

gunage.

Cuar. 1V,

Religion, and Religious Customs—Mythological Superstitions
—Braminical Doctrines—Japanese Methodism—Atheis-
tical Ideas—Priestly Intolerance—Popular Superstitions—
Miracles and Astrology—Forms of Worship—Religious
Mendicants—Facilities of Conversion—Punishment of Ec-
clesiastics—Monks and Nuns.

Cuaar. V.

The Government of the Empire—Imperial Government—
Divided Empire—State of Politics—Imperial Succession
—Laws Promulgated—Executive Government—-Publie
Functionaries—Police—Navigation and Trade—~Civil and
Criminal Justice —Military Affairs
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Caapr. VI
Laws and Manners—Privileges of Nobility—Militar - 7 '

lations—Social Gradalimi—-}li{ldle ajl Lower Rvafl{lffi G ]—: : T ]11 R A IJ ] N']*'RODUCT IO N ‘
Domestic Slavery—Legal Institutions—A dultery—Law-
Suits—Marriage Ceremony—Paternal Attachment—Fe-
male Coustancy in the Married State—Restrictive Policy
—Domestic Gardens— Civic Discipline—Courtly Costume
—Female Attire—Dress of the Men—A rticles of Dress— I'ae circamstances detailed, and so modestly put
Food—Temperance—Equipages—Mode “of Travelling—
Music, Songs and Dances—Theatrical Entertainments.

Crap, VII.
Productions of the C:::untry——Agri(tulture-—-Mamlﬁtrtures—- LECcTIONS with the various extensive details
FiSheriES—Makillg of Salt—Natural Products—Cotton—
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—Cattle—Hemp—Lead—Tin, &c.—Pearls—Marbles—- pean 1ntercourse with Japan, to the present day.

forth in the Author’s Preface, first suggested the

idea of comparing Captain Golownin’s rREcOL-
handed down to us, from the first period of Euro-

Fruits, Vegetables, &c.—Domestic Animals, Poultry— ‘The result of this examination exhibits Japan as
Wild Animals—Birds, Fish, &c,—State of the Fine Arts !

—Foreign Trade—Custom-Houses—Smuggling Regula-

tions—Coins—Paper Currency—Trade with the Chinese certain point in civilization, and there becoming

and Dutch. 14 8
Cuae. VIII,

Population and Military foree—Infanticide—Prevalence of
Elindness—FExtent .of the: Metrgpolis—Arms, Unitorm, civil liberty—a fact highly deserviag the attention
and Pay of the Soldiers—Officers, &c.—Imperfect Con- '
struction of Ships—Skill of Japanese Sailors,

Cuar. IX. pointedly demanding every illustration that for-

presenting the spectacle of a pation advancing to a

stationary, at least in science and domestic arts ;

though perhaps retrograding in morals and even in
of the politician and the statistical economist, and

Nations that pay tribute m_ t?ae Japu.ne:i-'-f: an‘d. Culunlfad— mer writers can supply.
" Kurile Language and Origin—Kurile Religion—Their r _ ;
Fﬂﬂd and CUEtﬂﬂ]E—D““]Eﬁtiﬂ h]anners_ F}IE‘I'P call ])[.? 1o dﬂL’l bt thﬂt illE‘ Ehtl‘ﬂﬂl'dll]ﬂ!}

Account of the Voyages of Messrs. Chwostoff and Dawidoff, % fact, here adverted to, may be partly accounted

for. 1n consequence of the suppression of chris-

tianity in that country, and the jealous prohibition,

(!




1] INTRODUCTION.,

amounting almost to a total interdict, of all inter-
course with foreign nations, from whence, had
they been permitted, might have flowed an amelio-
ration of the moral relations and a greater portion
of political freedom, that would have produced
more social happiness than can possibly exist in a
country where, though few are actually in abso-
lute distress and pauperism, vet there are but two
classes, the noble and ignoble, without the grada-
tions of rank and wealth which so happily, yet
almost impereceptibly, link together the extremes
of society 1n the British Empire. But, other cau-
ses may also have operated ; many of which will
be found in the multifarious notes drawn from
sources whose accuracy cannot be doubted, but
which to general readers are little known. In the
selection of these, the strictest impartiality has been
observed. In general, facts alone have been at-
tended to. These are set both in apposition and
opposition to Captain Golownin’s details, and tend
much to corroborate the accuracy of his Recollec-
tions : whilst, in regard to points interesting in
themselves, but respecting which, circumstances

precluded him from being sufticiently diffuse, they

INTRODUCTION. 111

have been made available for general illustration

and the gratification of public curiosity.

Thunberg, the latest writer, with the excep-

tion of our present author, observes that the Em-
pire of Japan is in many respeets a singular coun-
try, and with regard to customs and institutions,
totally different from Europe: but, notwithstand-
ing this is generally true, it is not the less remark-
able, that ma'ny of their institutions, and much of
their manners, as will be seen more at large in the
accompanying notes, are absolutely fae-similes of
onr own feudal times, and demonstrate the exis-
tence of that system to a much greater extent than
our ablest writers have hitherto imagined ; at the
same time, corroborating the similarity frequently
noticed between Japan and Great Britain, and

opening a wide field of speculation for the spirit

of political prophecy, whenever an unrestricted in-

tercourse shall exist between that country and the

world at large. But, it may be asked, of what

importance is Japan to us >—a country with which
we have no political or commercial intercourse—
Let it be remembered, however, that we once held

Al intimate c¢orrespondence with that country ; a

“)
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correspondence broken up for reasons that no lon-
ger exist, and checked, in the attempt to renew it,
by cirenmstances which have long ceased to operate.

It becomes, therefore, a point more than pro-

bable, that an intercourse with that very extensive

Empire may again exist ; an intercourse valuable

to both nations, and much to be hoped for at the
present crisis. A direct commerce of this country
with Japan, if established under honorable cir-
cumstances, could not fail to he highly advanta-
geous 1n general, but especially with respect to the
fur-trade on the American coast. Forty years ago,
the Russian merchants at Kamtschatka could af-
ford thirty roubles for a sea-ofter’s skin, which
eventually was to find its way to the Japan market,
by a most expensive and circuitous route ; as they
must first be carried to Kiatcha, on the Chinese
frontier, where the native merchant purchases themn
at cent per cent; a profit little enough to reim-
burse a land-carriage of 1364 miles through a de-
sert country. From Kiatcha the skins are carried
=60 miles further to Pekin, and thence to Japan'!
what profits might not then be expected by an

;‘;!!'_‘“‘:‘5]! 11*“1_!1‘_'1' [“11_.:-.!;_' at once with he; Cdlrgo (¥
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turs from Nootka Sound and its vicinity, tothe Ja
panese out-ports, where a vessel of 20 guns, well
manued, and judiciously and cautiously directed,
might bid defiance to their whole naval force.
EFrom the jealousy and timidity of the Japanesea
first visit might not be very successful ; but in a
short time there might be established an inter-
course much more profitable than our former
force-trade on the Spanish main. These conside-
vations are a sufficient inducement to offer, par-
ficularly to the commercial world, a brief sketch
of the first opening of the Japan trade in the 17th
century,of its decline and stoppage, ofa subsequent
unsuccessful attempt of renewal, of the mode and
means of future intercourse, and of the probable

advantages that may result from it. It may there.-

lore be observed, that English nautical enterprize
had already begun to manifest itself in voyages of
discovery and warfare, and in mercantile specula-
tion to India and the oriental islands ; and intelli-
aence of the very lucrative trade carried on by
Spain, Portugal, and Holland, with Japan, had in-
duced the India merchants, early in the reign of

James the first, to prepare an expedition to that
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country ; when circumstances of a most favorable
nature took place by the arrival of an Englishman
at the Japanese court, who acted asan ambassador,
though unaccredited, and proved to be of essential
service in the establishment of the first attempts at
trade. ‘

This person, William Adams, had been a mas-
ter in the navy in the reign of Elizabeth, and af-
terwards was in the employ of the Barbary com-

pany ; but, being actuated by a desire to acquire a

knowledge of the Indian navigation, he engaged

as pilot on board the Admiral’s ship of a fleet of
five sail, fitted out by the Dutch India Company.
They sailed from the Texel in 1598, passed
through the straits of Magellan towards the South-
Sea in 1599, cruized for some time on the coasts
of P_eru and Chili, half mercantile, half piratical,

but being at length obliged to leave the coast, they

resolved, having a large part of their cargo in
woollen cloth, to proceed to Japan, to which they
were advised by a man who had been there with
the Portuguese, their cargo being more likely to

find a sale there, than at the Moluccas, or in the

INTRODUCTION, Vil

other parts of India with which they were ac-
(quainted.

From the unfortunate events of their voyage they
were reduced to one ship, and at their arrival on
the coast of Japan on the 19th of April 1600, there
were only seven persons, including Adams, who
were capable of duty. On approaching the shore
of Bongo, they had only strength to let go an an-
chor, when a number of Japanese boats went on
board of them, the crews of which, though they
oftered no personal violence, stole every thing they
could lay their hands on. This was, however,
soon put a stop to ; for the king, or chief, sent sol-
diers on hoard the next day to protect the pro-
perty, and shortly afterwards assisted the crew to
to carry the vessel into a safe harbour, there to re-
main, until orders should be received from the Em-
perorrespecting herdisposal. At thesame time, the
greatest kindness was shewn to them ; the people
were allowed to land, and an hospital was provided
for the sick, with every kind of refreshment for
those who were still well. It isa curious faet,
that a jealousy of English interference in the Ja-

pan trade even now began to manifest itself,
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though there were but two Englishnien on board
the ship—William Adams, and Timothy Shotten
aiso engaged as pilot, and who had been round the
world with Candish—for a jesuit and some other
Portuguese from Nangasaki having paid them a
visit, these very conscientious gentlemen assured
the Japanese, that the English were not merchants

but pirates, which gave both the chief and the

common people such a very bad impression of

these two helpless individuals, that they expected
every hour to be crucified, as a punishment for
their alledged crimes. Nor were the Dutchmen
backward in aiding the Portuguese in their nefa-
rious designs, two of these entering into the Japa-
nese service, claiming all the property on hoard
the ship, disclosing every secret to the Portuguese,
and doing all in their power to injure the English
cause.

A short time after their arrival, an order came
for Adams to go to the court, where by means of a
Japanese that could speak Portuguese, the Empe-
ror asked him numberless questions respecting
England, his religion, the political state of Europe,

the route by which he had arrived, &c. This in-

INTRODUCTION., 1X

terview lasted several hours, during which Adams

informed the Emperor, that England was at war
with Spain and Portugal ; and, when his Majesty
was about to retire, he had the good sense and pa-

triotism to entreat, that the English might he

oranted the same commercial privileges as the Por-
tuguese and Spaniards. To this the lumperor au-
swered; but Adams understood it not ; another
examination of him tock place, two days after.
wards, in which Le gave the most rational answers
to all the Imperial queries, assuring his majesty
that he came not so great a 1.]i5tu1n:-e, from any
treacherous design, but from the general disposi-
tion of his nation, ¢ which was to cultivate friend-
ship and commerce with all other countries by ex-
changing their own commodities for theirs,
whereby, mutual riches and advantages were ob-
tained.” After this, Adams received better treat-
ment; but was detained six weeks in confinement,
during which time, the jesuits and other Portuy-
guese, used all means of vilifying the English, Say-
ing, that they were a company of thieves and roh.
bers gathered out of all nations, and that if these

men were suffered to live, it would turn out greatly
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to the disadvantage of Japan, since every other | and also to address such of his counirymen as

nation would eome on purpose to rob the country; | might be in any part of India. In consequence of

but, if justice were to be administered, it would this, Adams wrote several letters and gave them in

deter the English from coming there any more. charge to the Dutch captain who was permitted to
The Emperor answered very ceolly to these repre- leave Japan; but he, after arriving at Malacca, was
sentations, that as yet these strangers had done no killed in an action with the Portuguese, and
damage to him or his subjects, and therefore, it Adams remained without any communication witl
was against reason and justice to put them to death his countrymen until 1611, when hearing {hat
—a reply which, in some measure, silenced their some English merchants were at the island of Java,
enemies ; and which was followed by a most he wrote to them a letter, *“ To my unknown
friendly patronage of Adams on the part of the | friends and countrymen.”

Emperor, whom he gratified most highly by build- T'his letter, when brought to Bantam, on the
ing for him, a vessel of eighty tons, on the English 28th of October 1612, was delivered to captain

model, and even by teaching such parts of geome- | John Saris and his companions, and, ¢ was read

try and mathematics, as he himself was acquainted to all the merchants, that they might take notice of

with. -' the hopes there were of trade in that country”
In 1605, Adams, anxious to return to his (Japan).

country again, requested the Emperor to permit | Captain Saris, with three ships, had sailed
his return, promising that he would engage both from the Downs in April 1611, and proceeded to

the English and Dutch to open a commerce with visit all the Furopean parts on the eastern coast of

Japan ; the Emperor however refused to part with Africa, thence to Mocha in Arabia, and his arrival

him, but answered that he was desirous that both at Bantam took place in October 1612. In January
nations should come and trade there, directing him 1612--13, he sailed from Bantam, bound for

at the same time, to write home for that purpose, Japau, with one ship only, manned with only
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twenty-tour Englishmen, one Spaniard, one Japa-

nese, and five Indians: and it appears that the
principal part of his cargo consisted of seven hun-
dred sacks of pepper, by way of trial. It is needless
to follow him in his route through the islands un-
til he arrived off Japan, the coast of which was
seen, for the first time by an English ship, on the
- 9th of June 1613: and on the 11th he anchored
at Firando, a small island lying off the west coast
of Bongo, or Xicoco, where he was received in the
most friendly manner by the King, as he calls him,
Foyne Sama, and by all the nobility and people.

On a visit of ceremony which the king paid
to him on board his ship, Captain Saris delivered a
letter from King James, which was received with
great satisfaction; but the king declined opening
it until Adams, who was sent for, should be pre-
present as interpreter.

The Dutch at this period, (first in 1609) had
a factory at Firando, and the chief Kenrick Brower
“ came aboard, to visit the General (Saris), or ra-
ther to see what passed between the king and
them.” Saris afterwards wrote to Adams; and,

by the same opportanity, acquainted the Emperor

INTRODUECTION. Xill

with his being arrived, and upon what business lLe
came, ~ On the 13th Saris delivered his presents to
the king, amounting in value to about 140/,
amongst which was a large cup : this the king or-
dered to be filled with sakki, and drank it off to
the health of the King of England. Several days
now passed in mutual friendship and good offices,
notwithstanding the measures which had already
been taken by some of our good friends to preju-
dice the Japanese against us. Purchas relates,
that on the 29th, “ a soma, or junke of the Flem-
ings arrived at Nangasaki from Siam, laden with
Brazil-wood and skins of all sorts, wherein it was
said that there were Englishmen, but proved to be
Flemings. For that before our coming, they passed
generally by the name of Englishmen; for our
bnglish pation had been long known by report
among them, but much scandalized by the Portu-
guese jesuits, as pirates, and rovers upon the seas;
so that the naturals have a song which they call the
English crofonia, shewing how the English do
take the Spanish ships, which they (singing) do
act likewise ini gesture with their cattans by their

sides, with which song and acting, they teryify
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their children, as the French sometimes didl theirs
with the name of the Lord Talbot .’
Another circumstance also happened, whicli

deserves the attention of those who shall first en-

deavour to renew the commerce with Japan, in

English ships—¢ The first of July, two of our
company happened to quarrel, the one with the
other, and were very likely to have gone 1nto the
field, to the endangering of us all. For it is a cus-
tom here, that whosoever draws a weapon in anger
although he do no harm therewith, he is presently
cut 1n pieces; and, doing but small hurt, not only
themselves are so executed, but their whole gene-
ration.”

Pending the return of an answer from the
Emperor, Captain Saris was preparing to open his
cominercial transactions, and in the course of his
enquiries, he ascertained that part of his cargo, con-
sisting of broad cloths, was likely to fetch a good
price, the Duth then selling cloths, which had only
cost fifteen, or sixteen pounds per piece, at the
enormous profit of eight pounds for two and
Lalf yards, there called a mar. He was aware that

the Dutch had a considerable quantity in thei

INTRODUCTION. X1V

warehouses ; and, though hLe could well have af-
forded to undersell them in the market, yet he
chose to act a more liberal part towards them, by
proposing to the chief of their factory, that a price
should be mutually fixed on, below which, neither
party was to fall. “ In the morning he secmed to
approve thereof, but ere night, sent word that he
disliked it, excusing himself that he had no war-
rant frow his masters to make any such agreement.
The next morning, he shipped away great store of
cloth to divers islands, rating them at these prices,
viz, at twenty, eighteen, and sixteen rials the
mat,” (instead of forty the former price,) * that he
might procure the more speedy dispatch of his
own, and glut the place before the coming of
ours,”

It may be useful to future speculators, to pre-
sent a slight view of the value of leading articles of
commerce at that period-—Bantam pepper, ungar-
bled, which cost at Bantam about one and three-
fourth rials, or five shillings and two pence per
Sack, was worth, at Japan, two pounds ten shil-
lings ; tin, per pecul of 130 pounds, was worth two

pounds ten shillings; elephants’ tecth, per pecul,
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twenty pounds : iron; cast in pigs, one pound ten
shillings ; gun-powder, five pounds ffteen shil-
lings ; Socotrine aloes, one pound ten shillings
per cattee, of about twelve ounces ; a fowling piece
five pounds; and Indian calicoes, at proportionate
prices according to their quality.

The arrival of an English ship soon spread
far and wide; and several of the neighbouring
princes, particularly the King of Goto, came to Fi-
rando to gratify their curiosity, and to request the
Englishmen might proceed to their several islands
where they should receive the heartiest welcome :
and, at the close of the month of July, William

Adams made hisappearance, and informed captain

Saris ¢ who conferred with him 1n the presence of

the merchants, touching the encouragement he
could give of trade in those parts, that 1t was not
always alike, but sometimes better, sometimes
worse, yet doubted not, but we should do as well
as othérs ; giving admirable commendations of the
country, as much affected thereto.”

A circumstance now took place, connected with

the progress of Northern discovery, which has ot

senerally been noticed by writers on that subject.
- i Y o) o

INTRODUCTION. XVl

Captain Saris says—* this day there came to Fij.
rando, certain Spaniards of Mr. Adams’s acquain-
tance, to desire passage in our ship for Bantam.
These Spaniards had been belonging to a Spanish
gentleman their General, who, about a year past,
were come (upon the King of Spain’s charge), from
Nova Hispania, to discover to the northward of
Japan, and arriving at Edoo, attending the mon-
soon to go to the northward, which beginneth in
the end of May, his company, (whereof these were
two) mutinied against him, every one taking his

own way, leaving the ship utterly unmanned,

. wherefore 1 thought it best to keep them out of

my ship.”

Preparations were now made for a journey to
court, which the king of Firando was so cer-
tain would ‘be permitted, nay desired, that he
offered to supply all the boats, horses, and pro-
visions necessary, and requested a list of those who
were to go, in order that he might do it in the
handsomest manner possible. If we compare these
presents with the modern ones to the Chinese
Emperors, the contrast is very striking. Those

or 1l ) Sy or ' ]
tor the Emperor amounted only to eichty-seven
0
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pounds seven shillings and si-xpence ; for his son

to forty-three pounds fifteen shillings; and the
remainder, for different officers of state, merely
raised the sum total to one hundred and eighty
pounds three shillings and ten-pence!

On the 7th of August captain Saris set off for
the Japanese court, accompanied by ten English-
men, but attended by a sufficient retinue, and pro-
ceeded through a populous country, partly by
boats, and soon arrived at a town called Fuccate,
where he ¢ did land and dine there in the towne,
the tyde and wind so strong against us, as that we
could not passe. The towne seemed to be as
oreate as London is within the walls, very well
built, and even, so as you may Se€ from the one
end of the street to the other. The place is ex-
ceedingly peopled, very civil and courteous, only
that at our landing, and being here in Fuccate.

and so through the whole country, whithersoever

we came, the boys, children, and worser sort of

idle people, would gather about and follow alter us
crying, Core, Core, Cocore ware, that 18 to say, you

Corcans wilh l_ﬁllﬁ*t’.’ heartds : wondering, wlm{)]'}lll;_.:y

hollowing, and making such a noise about s,
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that we could scarcely hear one another speak ;
sometimes throwing stones at us (but that not 1n
many towns), yet the clamour and crying after us
was every where alike, none reproving them for it.
The Dbest advice that I can give those who hereaf-
ter shall arrive there, is that they pass on without
regarding those idle rabblements, and in so doing,
they shall find their ears only troubled with the
noise.”” This is, no doubt, wholesome advice ;
but it is a species of treatment to which English-
men will not willingly submit. Indeed a trade
with Japan would never repay us, if it were to be
purchased with the humiliations to which the
Dutch have for so many years submitted : for, accor-
ding even to Thunberg’s own account, the ambassa-
dor and his suite were treated more like dancing

dogs than men, and forced to act as such, for the
amusement of the Emperor and the ladies of his
court : but these unpleasant demands, if properly
denied at first, and that denial enforced by the pre-
sence of a British squadron, would not again be
repeated. Whatever we attempt, our measures
must be prompt and decisive ; and cannot be at-

b 2
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tended by the same difficulties a3 have always
thwarted our embassies to China.

The Japanese court, at this period, were at
Surunga, where captain Sarig arrived early in Sep-
tember, and the account of his reception, in his
own words, cannot fail to be interesting.

““ As soon as we were settled in our lodgings,
in Surunga, I sent master Adams to the court, to
let the secretaries understand of my coming, and
desire of as speedie dispatch as might be; word
was returned that I was welcome, that I should
rest me, and within a day or two, I should bave
access to the Emperor. The seventh was spent
in fitting up of the presents, and providing little
tables of slit deal of that country, (which smelletl:

very sweet), to carrie them uponne according to

the custom.

¢« The eighth I was carried in my palanquin to
the castle of Surunga, (where the Emperor kept
his court) and was attended with my merchants,
and others carrying the presents before me. Be-
ing entered the castle, 1 passed three draw-bridges,

every of which had a corps of gnard, and coming

up a paire of verie faire and large stone staires,
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was met by two grave comely men, the one of
them Codskadonu, the Emperor’s secretarie, the
other Fuegodono, the admiral, who led me 1nto a
faire roome matted, where we sat down crosse-leg-
ged upon the mats. Anon they led me betwixt
them into the chamber of Presence, where was
the Emperor’s chaire of state, to which they wished
me to do reverence. It was of cloth of gold,
about five feet high, very richly set forthe for
buacke and sides, but had no canopie over head.
Then they returned back againe to the place where
they did sit, where having stayed about one quar-
ter of an_houre word was brought that the Empe-
vor was come forth. Then they rose up, and led
me betwixt them to the doore of the roome where
the Emperor was, making signes that I should
enter in there, but durst not look in themselves.
The presents sent from our King' to the Emperor,
as also those which (according to the custom of the
country), I gave unto the Emperor as from my-
selfe, were placed in the said roome, upon the
mats very orderly, before the Emperor came into
it. Coming to the Emperor, according to our

English compliments, 1delivered our King’s letter
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unto his Majestie, who tooke it in his hand, and
put it up towards his forehead, and commanded his
interpreter, who sate a good distance from him be-
hind, to will master Adams to tell me, that I was
welcome from a wearisome journey, that I should
take my rest for a day or two, and that his answer
should be readie for our King. Then he asked
me whether I did not intend to visit his sonne at
Edoo. I answered, I did. The Emperor said,
that order should be taken to furnish mee with
men and horses for the journey, and against my
ceturn his letters should be readie for our King.
So taking my leave of the Emperor, and coming to
the door where I had left the secretarie and the
admiral, &c.” |

Thus ended his first interview, and in such a
way as no Englishman could possibly be insulted

by, even as ambassador; and on the ensuing

day, captain Saris ¢ delivered the articles of privi-
ledge to Codskedonu, being in number fourteene.
He requested to have them abbreviated, and made
as short as might be ; for that the people of Japan

affect brevitie. The tenth, the articles so abridged,

were sent by master Adams to the secretartie, who
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shewed them to the Emperor, and he approved
thereof, denying one only which was, That whereas
the Chinese had refused to trade with the English,
that in case we should now take any of them by
force, that our nation might have leave and liberty
to bring them into Japan, and there make sale of
the goods so taken. At the first motion, the Em-
peror answered, that seeing they denyed us ftrade,
we micht take them. But upon conference with
the Lieger of China, the Emperor’s mind was
changed, and would not allow that article. The
rest were passed under his greate seale, which is
not of waxe (as ours), but stamped like a print
and coloured red.”

The probable future importance of these arti-
clss, cannot fail to justify their insertion here.

« Privileges granted by Ocosnosama, Em-
peror of Japan, unto the Right Worshipful Sir
Tromas Smrtir, Knight, Governor, and others the
Honourable and Worshipful Adventurers to the
East Indies.

I. Imprimis, We give free licence to the sub-
jects of the King of Great Britain, viz, Sir Tho-
mas Smith, Governor, and Company of the East
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Indian merchants and adventurers, for ever safely
to come into any of our ports of our empire of
Japan, with their shippes and merchandizes, with-
out any hindrance o them or their goods. And
to abide, buy, sell, and barter, according to their
owne manner, with all nations; to tarry here as
long as they think good, and to depart at their
pleasures.

H. Item, We grant unto them freedom of
custom, for all such merchandizes as either now
they have brought, or hereafter shall bring into
our kingdome, or shall from hence transport to any
foreign part. And doe authorize those shippes
that Lereafter shall arrive, and come from England,
to proceed to present sale of their commodities,
without further coming or sending up to our
court,

HI. Ttem, 1f any of their shippes shall happen
to lie in danger of shipwrecke, we will our sub-
jeets not only to assist them, but that such part cf
shippesand goods as shall be saved, be returned
to their captains, or Cape merchants or their as-
signes. And that they shall, or may build one

house or more for themselves in any part of our
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empire, where they shall thinke fittest and at their
departure to make sale thereof at their pleasure.

IV. Item, If any of the English merchants,
or other, shall depart this life, within our domi-
nions, the goods of the deceased, shall remaine af
the disposal of the Cape merchant, And that all
offences committed by them shall be punished by
the said Cape merchant, according to his discre-
tion : and our laws to take no hold of their persous
or goods,

V. Item, We will that ye, our subjects, tra-
ding with them for any of their commodities, pay
them for the same, according to agreement, with-
out delay, or returne of their wares again unto
them.

VI. Iten, For such comamodities as they have

now brought, or shall hereatter bring, fitting for

our service and proper use ; We will, that 1io arrest

be made thereof, but that the price be made with
the Cape werchant, according as they may sell
to others, and present paymeut upou the delivery
of the goods.

VII. ltem, If in discovery of other countries

for trade, and return of their shippes, they shall
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neede men or victuals, We will, that ye our sub-
jects, furnish them for their money, as their needs
shall require.

VIII. Item, And that without other passe-
port, they shall, and may set out npon the discovery
of Yeadzo, or any other part in or about our
empire.

From our castle in Surunga, the first day of
ninth month, and in the eighteenth year of our
Dary, according to our computation. Sealed with
our broad Seale.

Underwritten,
Mix~na MorTONO
Yei. Ye. Yeas.”

Terms so favorable, and so freely granted,
manifest an anxious wish on the part of the Em-
peror and his people, to open a commercial com-
munication with England. That a similar spirit
would manifest itself, provided existing prejudices
could be removed, is equally to be expected—Ilet
us then look forward with hope, and in the mean-
time return to Sayis’s transactions, who, on the
day after the granting of these articles, delivered

all his subordinate presents, especially to the mint-
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master, the Emperor’s own merchant, accompa-
nied by a list of the prices of all the English com-
modities.

On the 12th, Saris set out for Edoo or Jeddo,
to visit the heir apparent, where they arrived two
days afterwards, and were received in the most
friendly manner, their presents received and
others returned, particularly for the King of Eng-
land. Captain Saris now left Jeddo for Suranga,
where he received numerous presents for King
James, accompanied by the following [mperial

letter :—

« To the KiNGE of Great-Britawne -

Your Majesty’s kind letter sent me by your
servant Captain John Saris, (who is the first that

I have knowne to arrive in any part of my domi-

nians) 1 heartily embrace, being nota little glad

to understand of yonr greal wisdom and power, @s
having three plentiful and mighty Kingdomes
nnder your powerful command. | acknowledge
your majesiies great bountie 1n sending mee SO
undeserved a present of many rare things, such as

my land afforded nof, neither have I ever before
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scene : which I receive not as from a stranger, but
as from your majestie whom I esteeme as myselfe,
Desiring the continuance of friendship with your
Highnesse : and that it may stand with your good
liking, to send your subjects to any part or parts
of my dommions, where they shall be most heartily
welcome, applauding much their worthinesse in
the admirable knowledge of navigation, having
with much facilitie discovered a countrie so remote,
being no whit amazed with the distance of so
mightie a gulfe, nor greatnesse of such infinite
clouds and storms, from prosecuting honorable
enterprizes, of discoveries and merchandizing ;
wherein they shall find mee to further them, ac-
cording to their desires. I returne unto your mas
jestie a small token of my love (by your said sub-
ject), desiring you to accept thereof, as from him
that much rejoiceth in your friendship. And,
whereas your majesties subjects have desired cer-

faine privileges for trade, and settling of a factory

in my dominions, 1 have not only granted what

they demanded, but have confirmed the same unto
them, under my broad seale, for hetter establishing

thereof,  From my castle of Surunga, this fourth
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day of the ninth month, in the eighteenth year of
our Dary, according to our computation. Resting
your majesties friend. The highest commander
in this kingdom of Japan.

(Subseribed) Minna MorToNo,

Yei. Ye. Yeas.”

On the receipt of these documents, Saris pre-
pared for departing from Surunga, on his return to
Firando, and in the mean time a Spanish ambassa-
dor arrvived there, from the Philippines, who was
very coldly received ; his demand heing, that all
Spaniards and Portuguese then at Japan without
the King of Spain’s licence, should be delivered up
to him to carry to Manilla. It was believed, that
this demand was made for the purpose of procu-
ring men for the defence of Manilla, against an
expected attack of the Dutch: but the Japanese
Emperor did not consider the demand a justifiable
one, and his answer was, that Japan was a free
country, therefore, none should be forced out of it,
but if the ambassador could persuade any to go
with him, they should not be prevented.

On the 9th of October, Saris set out for his

ghip, well pleased with the happy success of his
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embassy, which was indeed the more remarkable.,
as, only a month previous to his arrival, the Empe-
ror, being displeased with the Christians, and the
catholic missionaries, had issued a decree, that all
thie converts should remove to Nangasaki ; and that

no christian church should stand, nor mass be sung.

within ten leagues of his court, upon pain of

death. The cxtreme facility of conversion, in Ja-
pan at that period, is exemplified by Saris, in an
anecdote which he relates of twenty-seven of the
native converts, men of high rank, having assem-
bled in a leprous hospital, for privacy. when a mass
was celebrated. The Emperor hearing of this, or-
dered them to be confined for one night in a pri-
son, aud then put to death. In the mean time,
another Japanese, (not a convert), was put into the
same prison for debt, on the very evening of their
committal, and the next morning, when the officers
of justice arrived for their victims, ordering those
that were Christians to come forth to execution.
and those who were not, to stay behind, this man

was so affected by the exhortation of his christian

companions, that he resolutely came out with the

rest, and was crucified with them. Many similar
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stories have been told by the Jesuits ; but these ap-
pear to have come within Saris’s own observa-
tion.

On his return he seems to have been treated
handsomely, except at Osaca, where he and his
companions were again insulted by the mob who
called them Josin, or Chinese, flinging stones as
before, in which they were encouraged by the peo-
ple of highest rank in the place.

Arriving at Firando, his welcome was as
friendly as ever ; hut he found that very few
goods had been sold, and that enly privately, in
consequence of the general custom, that no stran-
ger should be permitted to offer goods to sale,
without the express Imperial permission : and here
the following extract is not unimportant. ‘ Be-

sides our chiefest commoditie intended for these
parts, being broad cloth, the natives were now

more backward to buy than before, because, they
saw that wee ourselves were no forwarder in
weering the thing, which wee recommended unto
them. For, said they, you commend your cloath
unto us, but you, yourselves, wear leest thereof, the

better sort of vou wearing silken garments, the
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meaner, fustians, &c. Wherenpon, heping that
good counsel may (though iate) come to some good
purpose, I wish that our nation would be more
forward to use and spend the natural commodities
of our own country, so shall wee better encourage
and allure othegs to the entertainments and expence
thereof.”

Saris was much annoyed at this period witls
quarrels amongst liis people, several of whom went
on shore for the purpose of fighting, but were hap-
pily prevented; for old King Foyne told him
plainly, that if any came on shore to fight, and
shed blood in his country, he would order them to
be cut in pieces, as he could not permit that En-
glishmen, in that point, should have more licence
t an his own subjects.

It was now determined to establish a factory
at Firando, to which Saris says, he and his coad-
jutors were prompted by the following reasons :—
the great encouragement which they recently un-
derstood, had been afforded to the English in the
Molaccas—the existence of a Dutch factory at the
place—the privileges obtained from the Emperor

—the certain advice of English factories at Siam,
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and other places in the vicinity—and the quantity

of goods yet remaining unsold, on which it was
hoped that a considerable future profit might be
realized.  ¥r. Richard Cocks was appointed
Captain and Cape merchant of the factory, and had
with him seven Englishmen, three Japanese inter-
preters, and two servants ; Adams being one of
the Englishmen, and next in rank to Cocks, with
a salary of one hundred pounds per annum. Saris
uext received a letter from the King of Firando,
addressed to the King of England, expressive of his
high satisfaction at the arrival of English ships,
and promising to render the factory every service
in his power: and on the 4th of December, he
satled for England, where he drew up a list of such
articles as he considered most likely to suit the Ja~
pan trade, for the use of the India Company.

T'hese were broad cloths, black, yellow and
red ; fine baizes of same colours, well napped :
serges; silk grograms and camblets; velvets :
musk, sold for its weight in silver; India cloths,
satins ; damasks : Holland cloths; diaper; thread
of all colours; carpets for tables : gilded leather
painted with pictures and flowers : painted pictures,

P
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quick-silver; vermilion; paint and cosmetics: some of them for Macao, and others for Manilla,

copper, in plates ; lead, in small bars ; lead, in thin and burning all the churches and monasteries :

sheets ; tin, in Dblocks; iron; steel; tapestry : | but without any molestation to the nghish factory.

leaf-gold ; gold-twist or sewing gold ; sugar in | A civil war was also on the point of breaking out,

candy, and in powder; gauzes; raw silk; silk- which induced the Emperor to purchase their mi-

thread ; olass of all kinds; salt: l.ﬂﬂllk*pﬂ]]t*l‘ litary stores, and lead ; hesides a quantity of their

books ; Spanish soap;: amber; silk stockings; | cloths. It was ‘further stated, in a letter written
fine leather ; glove leather; candle-wax ; honey ; by Cocks to Saris, dated 10th of December 1614,
pepper ; spices ; drugs, especially columbo root ; | that the stipulations respecting relief from all fur-
coloured wood for cabinet ware ; elephants’ tusks ; | ther visits to the Emperor was broken through,

harts’ horns, gilded ; roche-alum, &ec. as every ship on her arrival “ must carry a present

blue dye-stuffs, almost as good as indigo ; various "_ out any Junks, without procuring the yearly li-

other dye-stuffs ; brimstone; cotton; wool; and cence of the Emperor, otherwise no Japan mari-

rice. ner dare go out of Japan upon pain of death, only
The factory being established, trade was car- | our owne shippes from England may come in, and
ried on upon a liberal footing, under the protec- goe out againe, when they will, and no man gain-
tion of the chiefs of Firando, whom our merchants say it."”
there called the old and young Kings. Junksg Cocks further spoke of the difficulty of
were purchased and employed in trade with Siam, opening a trade with Corea: indeed at this period
and other places, under the command of Adams ; we had no communication with China, and
and in the mean time the Emperor published his Cocks in another letter to a friend said, that the

decree, previous to 1614, banishing all Jesuits; £ood report and fame which the English nation

, &)
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had obtained since the establishment of a fac-
tory, and which had found its way to the Chinese
court, was hikely to open an intercourse with that
country.

During the years 1615 and 16, the factors at
Firando were not only engaged in the Japanese
traffic, but also busily employed in carrying omn
an intercourse with Siam, the Loo Choo Islands,
and indeed under the immediate patronage of the
Emperor, who seems to have admitted the most
friendly intervention of the Englizsh in many points,
whilst the Spaniards, the Portuguese, and even the
Dutch were treated with coldness and disrespect.
It appears, however, from a letter written by the
chief of the factory, in February 1617, that some
of their commercial objects were yet unattained, as

he says ‘¢ wee have beene this yeare againe betore

the Emperor of Japan, but cannot get our privi-

leges enlarged ; but trade only at Firando and

Langasqué” (Nangasaki), *“ and our English ship-

ping to come for Firando only.”
At this period, the English character re-

ceived considerable detriment from the most un-

warrantable conduct of the Dutch, who had a squa-
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dron cruizing in these seas against the Spaniards ;
but which also carried on a predatory war against
the Chinese, taking especial care at the same time to
call themselves Englishmen. There can be no
doubt that this was one of the operative causes,
which subsequently excited jealousies in the coun-
sels of the Japanese government; but as such un-
derhand dealings can no longer exist, we have
thence, a fairer prospect of preserving the British
commercial and political character unsullied, in the
event of a renewed intercourse. Cocks in one of
his letters of 1617, says, that the Dutch were ac-
tually permitted, by the Japanese, to bring their
Chinese prizes into Firando and sell them, although
that article had been previously refused to Cap-
tain Saris; but he adds—* and as | said before,
they have robbed all the Chinese in the name of
Englishmen, which hath done much hurt to our
proceeding 1o get trade in that place ; so that we
were forced to send new supplies to give the Go-
vernors in China to understand that they are Hol-
landers which did it, and not Englishmen.” He
complains also of the hostile conduct of the Dutch

to the . English factory, on the arrival of a large




XXXV INTRODUCTION

fleet, when they attacked our factory, and would
actually have put all the English merchants to the
sword, had it not been for the interference of the
Japanese; but he states that the king of Firando
refused  to execute justice against them, although
the Emperor eommanded him to do it.”

At this period the martyrdom of Japanese
Christianswas very frequent.  Cocks relates, that
he saw four or five lose their lives at Meaco.
amongst whom there were infants of five or six
years old burned in their mothers arms! Even
the churches were dug up from the foundations ;
the dead torn from their graves ; aiid Jupﬁueﬁe pa-
codas erected upon their scites.

Though the communications with the factory
at Firando had generally been through the medium
of Bantam, as a kind of entrepot, yet several in-
stances occurred of direct intercourse between Ln-
oland and Japan, especially in 1621, when cap-
tain Pring went there in the James Royal, when
the Japanese were highly delighted with the ship,
she being 1000 tons burthen ; an interview was

: 7 Mo aste e A r
also had with the Emperor, and every thing seemec

to promise the most continued friendship.
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At the close of 1622, Cock wrote home to
Saris, stating, great intestine troubles and a
dangerous conspiracy against the Emperor, to have
taken place in Japan, which seems to have been
very unfavorable to British interests, by the pre-
judice thereby excited against all foreigners, con-
cluding his letter—** Thus much 1 thought good
to advise you, of the present state of Japan, much
altered from that it was, at your being heere, and
for the rest 1 hope to tell you by word of mouth at
my returne unto England, which 1 hope to do the
next yeare, God sparing me life and libertie,”

In fact, his return to England seems to have
been accompanied by the breaking up of the whole
plan ; for, speakiug of the factory, Sir T'. Rafles in
the appendix to his history of Java says, that one
oreat object, at the comimencement, with the En-
glish India Company, appears to have been to in-
troduce themselves to a connection with the Chi-
nese, and to carry on a general trade between In-
dia, China, and Japan; but finding themselves
disappointed in their endeavours to form connec-
tions with China, and sustaining heavy losses 1n

consequence of their trade with Japan, they de-
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termined in 1623, to abandon their establishment
there: a resolution which, however at first sight it

must be regretted, may prove favourable in its final

results, as it certainly prevented any personal hos-
tilities between the British and Japanese nations.
At the very moment however, when the trou-
bles were beginning in England that put a stop,
for a time, almost to all commercial enterprize ;
circumstances took place, in Japan, that operated
most powerfully at a subsequent period to prevent
the renewal of our intercourse with that country.
In the early part of the 17th century, (as has been
noticed) the Dutch had sent several fleets to Japan,
from which they derived considerable profits, and
their spirit of commercial monopoly had already
induced them to excite jealousies respecting both
England and Portugal, in hopes of promoting their
exclusion from Japan, when the conduct of the
missionaries brought about that, which Dutch in-
trigue might perhaps have failed in. The Portu-
guese and other Jesuits had been very favorably
received by the Japanese, and had made many con-
verts, when a civil war took place, in a great mea-

sure excited by religious dissensions ; and a report
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was soon raised, and as readily believed, that it
was the intention of the Jesuits to deliver up Japan
to the King ot Portugal, to whom they were stated
to have made the offer, he being also declared to
be at that time fitting out eight large ships well
manned, filled with troops, and provided with
every thing necessary for an enterprize of such
magnitude.

It 1s true that such a force, of itself alone, could
not be ofany avail against an Empire so large and
s0 populous; but then it was given out that the
Portuguese depended for success on the good in-
telligence which the Jesuits were known to hold
with many of the most powerful Princes and yo.-
bles, whom they had converted to the catholic
faith, and who were quite ready to put arms into
the hands of their vassals, and could thus raise
force fully sufficient to overpower the Imperial ar-
my, and to put the Emperor to death, if he should
refuse to submit to Portuguese dominion. No sooner

was this treason discovered, or at least no sooner

helieved, than measures were taken to drive away

all the Portuguese from Japan, which took place
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1 1641, accompanied by the massacre of a number
of priests, together with an host of their converts.
The Dutch now eagerly took advantage of the

prepossession against the Portuguese, and for some

time had almost a free commerce with Japan which

vielded them immense profits; to secure which
they judged it expedient to establish a regular em-
bassy to Jeddo, to the temporal Emperor, every
three years, making him numerous and valuable
presents, and carefully communicating every thing
which could increase the jealousy of Portugal, and
of England also.

That the profits of the Japanese trade were
then 1mmense, has been recently ascertained by
Sir T, S. RafHles, whilst Governor of Java, who
observes, at page 242 of the first volume of his
interesting work respecting that island, that from
the first establishment of the Dutch commerce
with Japan down to the year 1671, their specula-
tions were unrestricted, and their profits enor-
mous. But it must still be acknowledged, that

the period in question was the golden age of their

trade; indeed it might perhaps have continued as

valuable, had they acted with due commercial pru-
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dence: but Sir T. R. describes them as having
opened a mine of wealth, which they fondly,
though foolishly, thought inexhaustible, as well as
rich and easily wrought. In 1640, the Dutech
Company actually obtained a return in gold, that
yielded a profit of upwards of a million of Guil-
ders. For some time previous to 1663, they were
accustomed to procure a return of silver to the ex-
tent of 200 chests of 100 pounds each, and it was
suggested that it would be desirable for as many
chests of gold of the same weight, to be sentin
future. In these expectations however, they spee-
dily found themselves disappointed ; and, as Sir
T'. R. informs us, the golden and silver ages of
Japan commerce being passed, the latter part of
the 17th century began with what the Dutch call
its ¢ Brazen Age,” that is, its exports of copper,
which has ever since continued the staple of the
Japan market.

Such was the state of the Dutch trade with
Japan, when the happy settlement of the intestine
troubles in England, by the Restoration, revived
the spirit of commercial enterprize, and an expedi-

tion was fitted out in 1673, under the immediate




xhv INTRODUCTION.

approval and patronage of Charles the Second,
which sailed for India, stopped at Bantam, and
arrived at Nangasaki in June 1674, under the di-
rection of Simon Delboe, Hammond Gibben, and
William Ramsden.

The whole of the business is very clearly and
candidly detailed in the second volume of Char-
levorxr’s Huistowre et Description du Japan, page 465
—a detail highly deserving the notice both of our
own Government and the India Company, as it
plainly manifests that the ordinances, which operate
against a renewed intercourse, might be removed
without mach difficulty. Perhaps if a commer-
cial intercourse were established with Loo-Choo,
so well described in the recent works on the Chi-
nese Embassy, the jealousy of the Japanese, with
respect to us as foreigners and christians, might be
oradually softened so as to render subsequent ne-
gociations certain of success.

Our limits do not permitany thing beyond a
sk:rs‘tch of the most material points respecting this

attempt at renewed intercourse, it must suffice

therefore to state, that some boats having come

along-side on their first arrival off Nangasaki, the
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people refused to go on board, when they under-
stood it was an English ship; but they requested
the strangers to come to an anchor, at the same
time stipulating that no guns should be fired nor
frampets sounded. Shortly after, the governor
and secretary went on board, and were received
with every respect: and the captain told them
that he came with licence from the King of En-
gland, for the East-India Company to trade and to
have commerce with them, as had been doue se-
veral years before, but not these forty-nine years
past. He added, that he had brought letters from
the King, and from the East-India Company to
the Japanese Emperor, presenting them at the
same time with a copy of the articles granted at the
first establishment of the factory, in 1612. The Ja-
panese governor and his assistants perused this
with much attention, and then asked for the ori-
ginal with the Emperor’s seal attached to it; to
which the English captain replied, that when the
establishment was broken up, the original treaty
was returned to the Imperial council. The Japa-

nese then enquired if England was at peace with

Spain and Portugal; how long Charles had been
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married to the Portuguese Infanta; and how many

children they had? The captain seems now to
have suspected some difficulties would arise from
this Portuguese connection, and attempted to ex-
plain it away by saying, that although Charles had
been married about eleven years, vet he had no
children by the Queen, and that it was customary
for our Kings to marry with their equals to
strengthen their alliance, and for other reasons of
State, and not with their own subjects. He then
informed them that he had some presents for the
Emperor, which seemed to afford great satisfaction ;
after which, the Japanese enquired what was the
religion of the English. 'The answer was, that we
were not papists; but of the same sect of chris-
tianity as the Dutch. The next question was,
what goods were brought ; this was answered in
general terms ; the Japanese seemed content, and
their whole party went on shore.

Two hours afterwards the same party came
an board again, and said, that if the English would
be content to trade as the Dutch did, they should
be permitted to do so; but then, according to the

Japanese custom and manner, it was necessary that
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the guns, ammunition and boats, should be deliver-
ed into their hands to be carried ashore, promi-
sing that nothing should be diminished. They
next promised to send to the Emperor, on receiptof
whose answer, the English should be permitted to
g0 on shore and to have a house : notwithstanding
all which apparent friendship, their jealousy began
to display itself, by placing boats all round the
ship, filled with soldiers. The Japanese Governor
then examined every one of the ship’s crew per-
sonally, having a Dutchman to assist, and asking
every individual whether he was a Portuguese or
not, or could speak that language ;: and after some
unimportant questions he went on shore, taking
with him the ship’s boats and as much of the am-
munition as he could carry on shore. This, of
course, 1s a species of degradation to which even
our merchantmen in future must never submit
perhaps the best method of settling the business
at once, will be for men of war alone to proceed
thither in the first instance; after which, the point
of precedent being once established, the demand
may be more easily avoided by the Company’s

sllips, or private traders,
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On the following day, the same Japanese
returned on hoard, and commenced their opera-
tions by asking a number of questions. The first
of these was—*‘ what was the reason of so long
an intermission of intercourse as forty-nine years?”
to which the answer was ¢ that we had, for about
twenty years, civil wars in England, and twice
wars with the Dutch, and that it was no small
matter to resolve upon so long a voyage, it being

very difficult and dangerous.” Then they asked,

if any person on board had ever been there hefore :

and being told there were not any, their suprize
was very great at the ship’s having entered the
harbour without a pilot, nor were their surprize
or their fears diminished when they were shewn
the charts, by help of which, the ship was brought
in, although they professed to appear content,
This morning they were permitted to carry on
shore the remainder of the ammunition, leaving
not even a musket or sword on board belonging

to any individual, and carrying with them, a dou-

ble-barrelled gun and some pistols for the Empe-

ror. The captain in his account of the transac-

tion says—* They wrote down exactly every thing
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they took on shore, and compared their accounts
in the great cabin before the secretary; who ap-
proved thereof, and with great courtesy took his
leave, promising that with all speed we should have
an answer from Jeddo, and admittance to trade:
I gave them thanks, and said we no ways ques-
tioned  their honorable performance; they said
they would not take our great guns ashore, but
leave them aboard for our conveniency.”

It is to be hoped, that the next English ship,
which enters their harbour, will also have her shot
so heavy, that they will leave them on board like-
wise, for our and thewr own conveniency !

The next day those personages returned,
asked an immense number of questions, and thus
gave the English captain an opportunity of refu-
ting several falsehoods, which the Dutch had al-
ready begun to disseminate, particularly about our
supposed connxtion with some pirates, by whorm
the Japanese had recently been alarmed and an-
noyed. They also held a second examination of
the crew, enquiring particularly into every man’s
little stock of private trade ; they measured the ship,

d
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the masts and yards ; and in going away promised
to send off any thing that might be wanted on ma-
king a weft, with the ensign ; cautioning them
against throwing any person overboard who might
chance to die; and again assured the captain that
they had sent to the Emperor, wishing that the
Euglish would be cheerful and contented.

The next day others came off, asking much
after political news. Refreshmentsalso were sent ;
but at a most extravagant price. The journal now
states—‘ I asked them leave to wear .ir colours;
and sound our trumpets, which they said we might
do; and at their departure we sounded: I desired
them to lose no time in sending up to the Empe-
for; they told me they had sent away two days

before, and that we might rest contented : they
made no doubt but we should have a kind recep-
tion; and with all speed possible. We daily went
to prayers, with singing of psalms publicly upon
the quarter-deck.

““Nore.—That all questions they put to us
they did it in the Portugal language, and were an-
swered in the same, or Spanish, and then put the
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same into Dutch again ; and thus they constantly

did, asking one thing five or six times over, and
every time had their answer for their more certain
understanding ; so that all persons in these parts
should have one or both these languages.”

About two days afterwards some Japanese offi-
cers went on board and asked a number of ques-
tions about the various sects of christianity, and
the nations professing each, after which a conver-
sation took place which is of sufficient importance
to be inserted here, verbatim.

« [t being Sunday, we put out our colours
with St. George’s cross; they asked us why we

put out colours to day, not having spread them be-

fore since our arrival ? I said, this was our Sun-

day, which comes every seventh day, and 1t was
our custom so to do; they again asked fis what
way we worshipped God ? 1 said by prayer every
morning and even, unto the great God of Heaven
above. Whether the Dutch did the like? 1 told
them I believed they did; with all which they
seemed satisfied: and having asked these questions
six or seven times over, they wrote them down, to-

gether with my answers, and gave them to meé
" d 2
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to sign, which 1 did, although I knew not their
character. The same evening, about an hour after,
they returned aboard again,and said that in our co-
lours, we now put, there was a cross, how it came
that, when we first came, the colours we then wore
had no cross on them, only stripes white and red ?
| answered, the colours we came with were new co-
lours of silk, made at Tywan” (Formosa) ‘ red
and white without a cross; because the Chinese
had told us, they were great enemies to the cross
for the Portuguese sake, and that it would be bet-
ter taken not to wear the cross at our first entrance -
they asked to see the colours we came in with: |
said it being a rainy day at our entrance, those new
colours were spoiled and taken to pieces ; yet they
desired to see them, which being brought they
were satisfied ; then I said, these colours, that we
now wear, were the right English colours, and had

been worn by the English nation for several hun-

dred years ; and that, when we were last at Firando.

they were worn by our English ships ; and that

the Dutch knew very well that they were our co-
lours, whom I desired them to ask for their satis-

faction. Theyv said one of the interpreters’ father
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had been interpreter to the English, and that he
was still living, and that they would enquire of him ;
moreover | said, we did not wear the cross as in
worship or superstition, but as being worn by the
English nation for distinction, and that the Portu-
guese colours and cross were much different from

ours; they asked if ever England had been under

the government of Portugal or Spain, and had re-
ceived this cross from them? 1 told them we never
had been subject to either of them ; but that it
being so long since our using them, [ could not
tell them certainly what was the cause of our first
wearing them, being used by us time out of mind,
and according as I had read in history about six
hundred years; and that our King was a monarch
of three great nations, and far greater than the
King of Portugal.”

The Japanese seemed satisfied with the detail ;
but two Dutch ships from Batavia arriving the next
day, the English displayed all their colours with
the cross in them ¢ flag, ancient, and jack * at
their coming in—‘ about ten of the clock came
aboard the interpreters with two chief men, and

they told us that for the future, until other orders
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came from Jeddo, they would not advise us to
wear our colours with the cross in them, it being
so nigh the Portugal cross, the generality of the
people would take our cross to be the Portugal
cross ; any other colours we might wear, but not
1n the form of a cross: this the interpreters advi-
sed us to observe from them as our friends, not
that it was the command of the Governor or Em-
peror, and by this means we might be assured of
the Japanese friendship and of a trade.” |

New difficulties now started, upon the arrival
of the Dutch ships; for at eight o’clock on the
evening of their anchoring, the two chief secreta-
ries and seven interpreters returned on board, and
told the captain, that they had heen examining the
Dutch commander, who informed them that the
English and the French were in alliance and car-
rying on a war against the Hollanders, ¢ then ask-
ing me (that as the Hollanders and we had made
peace five or six years since, and promised to as-
sist each other, and were both of one religion) how
it came to pass that we fell out with the Dutch,
and joined with the French that wasa Roman ca-

tholic ; 1 answered, that when we came from En-
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gland, all was at peace, and at our being at Ban-
tam the like, and that we knew of no wars, more
than what they now told me these two ships
brought advice of, much less could I give any rea-
son for the same : and that I did not believe what
the Dutch reported, unless there came news frome
England or Bantam to confirm it. Then they
shewed me a paper signed by Mr. Martinus Ceesar,
chief for the Dutch here, wherein he declared the
above-said news to be true, and hath pmmised
the Governor of this place, that notwithstanding

there was war between the two nations, that in this

port both by water and land, he and hismen should
live peaceably by us, as likewise in any part of

the Emperor of Japan’s country, for such were his

commands: and therefore required of me to sign
the like paper, with promises that I and our nation
should live peaceably with the Dutch, and not put
any affronts upon them, which, if we did as they
desired, they told us, the Emperor would protect
us (though but new comers unto his country), as
much as he should the Dutch ; for which I re-

turned him thanks, and made him the same pro-

mises, and signed to a paper in the Japan character
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according | This A5 Reverh | . . |
g to their custom. This they several | towards the English nation, and is, upon the whole

times repeated, that we should have the same | so different from the shuffling conduct of the Chi-

friendship as the Dutch, although t 1ey had been nese, that we cannot err in forming even sanguine

there many years, and we but newly come; but hopes respecting the issue of any future attempt at

they expected our peaceable living both here and the renewal of commercial intercourse, provided

1§ 1I-n.-r--.- ' =1 i o -:|1I 4 -"—- 2 . x d
upon then coast ; and thﬂ.t, as soon as the LH]I]EI’DI S . jtldli:lf.lllﬁ means shall be uﬁedj and a foundation

answer came ifrom t]E[i[I[l, tllf;‘}’ would I]I'[”ﬁ"i(lf;‘ all L laid h",’ a pl'UEI'ESHiFE HC'ql_lﬂilltﬁIICE th]'nugh the me-
things' ashore for our convenience and security. dium of our Chinese trade, or the Loo-Choo

They required me to promise, that when the other Islands.

ships came that we expected, they should do the These English visitors now suffered some in-

like, which I did. 1 also proposed to them, that convenience from regulations respecting the sup-

since there was war between the two nations, they ply of provisions, which, of course, it may be pro-
would let our ships depart first out of their ports, per to guard against as a precedent in future inter-

for the Dutch were like to be double the number course. The journal says, that hogs, fish and ve-

of shipsto us, and in case they went out first, in all getables, &c., were brought off to them ; * all our

probability they would lie in wait for us, and fight provisions amounting to six Copangs and a quar-

us at our going to sea; which proposition they ter, which we paid with thanks : every thing being
said was but reason, and that upon |'t-{‘(;~iving the excessive dEﬂl‘, CUIHI‘HI‘}' to what we were informed

at Tiwan, of this place, but we find the price of
every small thing to be put down by order of the
Government ; and it not being fitting for us to ni-

fuse any thing they bring us for our relief, unti

Emperor’s orders for our reception, we might pro-

pose that, or any thing we judged necessary.”

The whole of the details marks such good

sense and moderation on the part of the Japanese

IJEUI}IEI! ilult‘-pe"de”t ﬂf 1hE’ pﬂ]iuv Ortheir .LJ,'GUE‘I‘H- we hiﬂ’ﬂ ildlnittﬂlltﬁ 10 tl‘ﬂ[]t‘, ﬂlld d ]IGUSE ﬂShﬂl'El&

we pay for every thing at the rates they put them

ment, to say nothing of their apparent good will
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at for compliance sake. The interpreters tell us
that the Dutch pay the same rates.”

A few days afterwards, the negociation came

to a close; as the journal proceeds to state that
“ on the 28th of July, in the morning about
ten o’clock, came on board our ship with three
boats, the chief secretaries, one banjoise, with

seven interpreters, and other attendants. They

told us they had received letters from the Empe-
ror, whom they had acquainted with our being
here, and with the intent of our coming to trade,

upon account of our former friendship, (all which,

as they were advised, had been considered) but in
regard our King was married with the daughter of
Portugal thewr enemy, they could not admit us to
have any trade, and for no other reason. This they
said was the Emperor’s pleasure, and express or-
ders ; and therefore they could make no alteration
in it. They likewise said, we must he gone with
the first wind, nay, within twenty days. 1 replied
" was impossible for usto go till the monsoons
changed. They asked how many days we desired ?
I replied forty-five days hence, I supposed the

winds might be favourable. They said what pro-

i —
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visions we wanted to supply our occasions we
should have, and seemed to give consent to our
staying until the monsvons changed. They did
express themselves very sorry that we could not be
admitted to trade. I several times alledged, that
we had licence by our last articles to come here
and trade, and that we had been nigh two years
upon this voyage; wherefore, I desired, again and
again, that we might be admitted to sell this ship’s
lading of goods. They said they could make no
alteration in what the Emperor had commanded ;
that we must begone, and come hither no more:
for by reason of our alliance with Portugal they
would not admit us. They told us we should have
our ammunition, &e¢. again, and so departed.”
Unwilling to give up at once every chance of
commercial intercourse, the Captain, with lauda-
ble perservance, determined to try another method
of introducing English goods to the view of the
people, and accordingly he made a signal the next
day for the interpreters, from whom he made a de-
mand for provisions, wood, water, &c., to a consi-
derable amount, telling them that he had no more

money, and desiring them to take paymentin goods,
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offering them English cloths, or Chinese silks, as
might be preferred. They took a memorandum
of hisrequest, promising to return the next day,
and bring some supplies; and, when they were

gone, the Captain judged 1t necessary to hold a

consultation with his officers, respecting the prepa-
ration of the ship for warlike defence, and also
upon a point important to future visitors—** for,
finding several of our men to be disconiented for
want of provisions, which we could not procure;
and our voyage proving extremely long, we were
fain to give them good words and large promises
to make them amends, when we came where 1t was
to be had, to prevent a mutiny, especially in our
condition, for we might not (by the Japaneses’ or-
ders) strike our men for any erime, which we were
more ready to observe, lest they should take any
advantage against us: our lives, with ship and
goods being in their power, and we deprived of
all means to help ourselves, we were full of trouble
in our minds ; God in his infinite mercy deliver us

out of their hands.”

The next day the interpreters returned, and

demanded an account of what supplies would be
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wanted weekly, during the stay, and for six weeks
store for the voyage to Bantam, but so tenacious
were they of the Emperor’s order, that they would
only engage to take Chinese goods in return: an
arrangement to which the Captain was obliged
to assent, though very unwillingly.
Notwithstanding this apparent strictness, yet the
interpreters, banjoises, and others went on board
two days afterwards, enquiring after English rarities
and offering to purchase them ; but the prices they
offered were so small, supposing no doubt that
the English would be glad to take any price for
them, that no purchases took place. The next
day the chief magistrate and secretaries went on
board to look at the English goods, but under the
pretence of another examination, during which
they asked an immense number of questions, car-
ryving with them, when they went on shore, several
articles of British manufacture to shew to the Go-
vernor
On the 26th of August, preparations were
nearly made for departure, on which day the
chief magistrates and secretaries going on board,

a conversation took place which merits peculiar
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notice— they asked one question now more than

formerly, which was, since it was forty-nine years
since our being here, caused; as I had told them,;
by the civil wars, which we had nigh for twenty
years, and twice wars with the Dutch; and in all
that time having trade with Bantam, why we did
not come for Japan, as well as for Bantam ? [ an-
swered, that the trade between England and Ban-
tam was chiefly continued for pepper, which was
bought yearly, with what was sent out of England,
and returns made immediately, which could be
done with a small stock ; butthe trade for Japan
could not be carried on from England directly, but
required a settlement in several places in India, as
Tonquin, Siam, Cambodia, and Tywan, which seve-
ral factories required a stock of twenty tun of gold,
which our honourable employers had resolved to
set apart, to furnish the trade with such commodi-
ties, as were proper for this market, which being
so considerable a sum, (besides the employment of
many ships ) it was no small matter to resolve upon
so great an adventure, which required time, and
peace, and other matters for their encouragement;

which, until now, they had not found convenient :
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and these I supposed were the reasons inducing our
company now to prosecute this voyage : they seem-
ed contented with this answer. After, they told
me, the wind being come fair, and they haviug
furnished us with what we requested for our main-
tenance of life, and for the carrying on our voyage
to Bantam, which was according to the Japan cour-
tesy, we must be gone from hence the next day.
We should have our boats sent us, and all our am-
munition, and we must depart peaceably without
shooting off any guns in the jurisdiction of the Ja-
pan Emperor, which I promised I would perform.
I asked whether we might wear our colours > They
said, that we might wear any colours that had no
cross 1n them, our crossbeing offensive to them, for
being nigh the Portugal cross. Then asking whe-
ther we might return after the death of our Queen?
They answered, that possibly we might, 1f the
Dutch and several Chinese did satisfy the Empe-
ror that we were not in amity with Portugal ; but
he could not assure us we should have admission,
our surest way was not to come ; for the Emperor’s
commands (according to the Japanese saying),

were like unto sweat that goeth out of a man’s
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body and hands, which never returneth in again
the Emperor’s commands admit of no alteration.”

After repeated interrogations, which, not bear-
ing upon the commercial questions, require not
any particular notice, the Japanese promised that
the Dutch ships in port should not be permitted
to sail for two months, in which time the English
might arrive at Bantam ; and a parting took place
“ with much outward courtesy and seeming reluc-
tancy, for our not being admitted by the Emperor
to settle a trade here.”

The ensuing day, every thing was delivered
up to them whilst in the harbour, including all
kinds ef arms, except the ammunition, in order to
facilitate their departure, a favour never granted to
the Dutch to whom they were then always sent in
the offing; and, the wind being scant, forty Japa-
nese boats were sent to tow them to a considerable
distance where they anchored, and soon after recei-
sed their powder, but with the strictest directions
not to fire off any guns whilst on the coast, or even
in the Japanese seas. The return of the ship to

England, and the total failure of her attempt did

not discourage the India Company from still retain-
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ing hopes of a renewed intercourse; and with a
view to that event, they established a factory on the
island of Honan ; but the ignorance of the true
principles of trade, together with mismanagement,
and heavy losses of various kinds, at length chilled
the spirit of enterprize and perseverance, and that
settlement was abandoned in 1682. At the pre-
sent day, under all circumstances, political and
commiercial, we might hope for better success.
The Chinese trade, however, appeared an object
of too much importance to be lightly given up;
accordingly every means were used to establish it;
butit was not until the last year of the 17th cen-
tury, 1699, that it could be considered as settled
on a permanent footing, and in that year the fac-
tory at Canton was directed to effect, if possible, a
communication with Japan through the medrum of
China. The results of these attempts were by no
means commensurate with the hopes that had
prompted them, and all thoughts of a Japanese
trade seemed for some time abandoned : nor is it
wonderful, when we recollect that in 1740, the
profits of the Trade, to the Dutch, were so trifling

&
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that their Company actually contemplated the re-
moval of their factory, and the cessation of mer-
cantile intercourse, their annual ships then never
exceeding two, instead of eight or nine as in for-

mer years. A smuggling, or forced trade might

indeed have been attempted ; nay, it is surprising

that nothing in thai way has yet been tried by

our own speculators. It must be confessed indeed,
that the long continued prohibition of intercourse
with foreigners must operate powerfully, at first,
against any attempts on the part of English ships
to commence any thing like a regular or even
smuggling intercourse with them. When Captain
King was off the eastern coast in 1771, on the
breaking up of a fog, he descried a Japanese vessel
coming down right before the wind. Curtesity
and the desire of information naturally led every
person upon deck, and he was eagerly taking
measures to speak with her, when she instantly
altered her course, and the Captain, fearing he
might alarm them by any thing like a pursait, very
judiciously brought-to, and permitted the Japanese

to pass a-head of him, about half a mile, Accord-
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ing to the best estimate he could form, she was
about 40 tons, with six hands on board. She had
but orie mast, on which was hoisted a common
sail, extended by a yard aloft, the braces of which
were worked forward. Half-way down the sail
came three pieces of black cloth, at equal distances
from each other. She was higher at each end than
in the mid-ships; and Captain King iwagined,
from her appearance and form, that it was impos-
sible for her to sail any otherwise than with the
wind free. It is not unimportant to add, that it
blew so hard immediately afterwards, as to bring
the English ships under their courses, with the sea
running as high as any one on board ever remem-
bered to ‘have seen it; and Captain King adds,
that if the Japanese vessels are as Kcempfer des-
cribes them, open in the stem, it would not have
been possible for this vessel and another, which
was seen in-shore, to have survived the fury of the
storm ; but as the appearance of the weather, all
the preceding part of the day, foretold its coming,
and one of the vessels had, notwithstanding, stood
far out to sea, he infers that they really are capable
e 2
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of bearing a gale of wind. But Keempfer only
describes one species of vessels; whilst Spanberg
speaks of another, which he calls Busses, in which
he states, that they make voyages to the islands in
the vicinity: and if that is correct some advantages
might even speedily be realized by frequenting
those ports, not Japanese, to which f.]apauese ves-
scls may be in the habit of resorting.

The risque indeed, would be too great for
mdividual speculators ; but one or two small ships
of war, with some skilful agents of the India
Company on board, if judiciously directed, might
not only facilitate but hasten the opening of a traf-
fic that may eventually be of the highest advantage
to this nation,

From 1699, to 1792, the Japanese trade
seems to have been almost unthought of ; but in
that year, a select committee of India Directors
was appointed for special investigation, who ac-

tnally gave in a report, that an Export tra ie to Ja-

nan could never become an object of importance

o our mauufacturers, or as a vent for our produce,

vr: ke ground that the only returns must be in
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copper, an article produced by our own mines,
to the tull extent of home consumption and fo-
reign exportation !

Itis, however, a curious fact that an English
vessel, commanded by an Englishman, a Captain
Stuart, actually visited Japan in 1797 and 1798.
Nor is it less curious that the vessel carried Ameri-
can colours, withan American pass, and was sent
thither by the Dutch authorities at Batavia. The
fact is stated in RafHles’ Java, in a note extracted
from a work by Hogendorp, and well merits fur-
ther enquiry and investigation.

It must be acknowledged and expected, in-
deed, that this extreme caution become habitual to
the Japanese with respect to foreigners, arising
out of their strict municipal regulations, will tend
much, at first, to check free communication and
friendly intercourse with commercial speculators
at the present moment; yet, it is important to
observe, that the distrust is rather on the part
of the government than of the people, as is
manifest from several facts, stated by Captain
Broughton, of his Majesty’s ship, Providence,

who surveyed the Japanese seas in 1795.6-7, al-
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though, upon the whole, he was perfectly correct
In saying, that the same unremitted jealousy of fo-
reigners secmed to pervade every place in those
seas where the Providence touched at; and al-

though the desires of the crew for wood and wa-

ter were readily complied with, yet any wish of ex-

ploring the interior of the country, or of gaining

a more perfect knowledge of its government, pro-
duce, and manners, was invariably and pertina-
ciously resisted. In his first visit, he only landed
at Insu, the southern part of the land of Jesso,
near Matsmai, where the natives visited him at
sea, and were civil to him on shore: as were in-
deed, the few Japanese he met there ; although
they were very anxious for his departure ; pre-
venting him, also, from having any intercourse, as
far as possible, with the people. In fact, the Ja-
panese there did not scruple to go on board the
Providence, asking many questions, shewing Cap-
tain Broughton their maps and charts, and-display-
ing some knowledge of the Russian language, be-
ing able to converse with a seaman of that country
then on board. Some of them even dined on

hoard, in the most friendly manner ; and upon the
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whole, they seemed more afraid of their own go-
vernment than of their foreign visitors.

It is worthy of notice, also, that even when off
Jeddo, the seat of Empire, the Providence was
visited by many fishing boats, which liberally sup-
plied her crew with fish, without seeming to €x-
pect any thing in return ; to which Captain Brough-
ton adds—¢* and having satisfied their curiosity,
we parted mutually entertained”—a transaction
altogether at variance with the cautious and insul-
ting conduct which takes place in European inter-
course with them, when under the paltry restric-
tions of their government. After the wreck of
the Providence, Captain Broughton returned to the
coast, in a small schooner, and when off Nambu
was again visited by fishing boats, who came, out
of curiosity, to look at them, and some of the people
actually came on board, pressing them to go '
after which, he returned to Endormo harbour, 1n
Jesso, where he had formerly refitted, and was
received in the most friendly manner by the inha-
bitants, until checked by the Japanese In office,
who came from Matsmai expressly to look after

the English, and prevent all intercourse ; anx-
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usly urging their departure, butin a very civil

manner, and evidently acting under orders by no

Imeans congenial with their own wishes. For they
kept up a polite and even friendly behaviour, also
presenting Captain Broughton with a map of the
Japanese islands, in direct opposition to a funda-
mental law as stated by all the Dutch and other
writers, and proved indeed, by these parties them-
selves strongly enjoining secresy, as otherwise
they would be exposed to disgrace and punish-
ment,

It is surely not an unfair conclusion, that
there can be no great difficulty in commencing a
trade with these people, if their government
should be either coaxed, or frightened out of their
present timid policy.

At present, under their existing municipal
regulations, great caution will be necessary not
only to guard against giving offence, but also, to
avoid every concession which the Japanese might
afterwards claim as a precedent. Considerable
information may be gained, upon this subject, by
reference to the narrative of Captain Krusenstern,

who conducted thither a Russian embassy, in 1805
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but whose counfined residence at, and necessarily
contracted account of that spot, fully justify the
expression in a preceding page, (ii1) in reference
to the manners and customs of Japan, where
Thunberg is spoken of as the latest writer descrip-
tive of that country. Though the same observa-
tion applies also to Langsdorft’s account of the
same embassy, yet both are rich in that informa-
tion necessary for a commercial speculator, parti-
cularly the latter, whose residence on shore was
equally an imprisonment, but whose more fre-
quent intercourse with the Japanese enabled him
to record numberless useful hints for the next Eng-
lish visitors to Japan.

It appears from Krusenstern’s narrative, that
he experienced and submitted to the same insul-
ting treatment as the Dutch receive, all done in the
politest manner, but still too degrading for any
British ship, even a merchant-man, to submit to.
He was obliged to deliver up his powder and arms,
even to the officers’ fowling-pieces, although the
ambassador was permitted to bring his guard, of
seven men, on shore with their musquets, and the

officers were also allowed to retain their swords.
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The Russians also were not permitted to go in

their boats, even a short distance from the ship, ex-
cept to a barren spot on a small island, where they
were hedged in with bamboos so as to be precluded
from the sight of any thing but the Heavens, as the
Japanese forgot to puta roof on. All intercourse
with the Dutch captains was forbidden ; and it was
most unfeelingly ordered that no letters, whatever,
should be sent to Russia, by way of Batavia, ex-
cept a dispatch from the ambassador to his sove-
reign stating the arrival of the embassy and the
welfare of all persons on board, and even that was
exposed to the inspection of the governor of Nan-
gasaki. So paltry indeed was the jealousy of the
Japanese, and so degraded the acquiescence of the
Dutch captains that when, on theirsailing, they
passed within hail of the Russian ship, they dared
not even to answer to Captain Krusenstern’s
compliments of a happy voyage. They merely
made a sign with their speaking trumpets, and the
chief of the Dutch factory owned that they had re-
ceived strict orders not to utter the least sound:
whatever, in reply to the Russians ! Indeed even the

chief himself was under the same degrading regu-
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lations,and often obliged to continue for several mi-
nutesin the most abject position before the lowest
jack in office, or Banjes as they are called, without
receiving the slightest acknowledgment, in return
for his salute,

Notwithstanding the strictness of the Japanese,
they were liberal in their supplies, everything being
procured on demand ; but the Russians were not
permitted to purchase the smallest article, not
even a fan or snuff-box: nor would any Japauese
venture to receive, from them, the smallest present.

The state of slavery in which the Japanese
themselves are kept, not only with respect to their
intercourse with foreigners, but also in common
transactions with the officers of their own govern-
ment, is most degrading, and renders an acquain-
tance with them of no value, except in a commer-
cial point of view. Should ever that be effected
upon a liberal principle, a great amelioration may
take place in Japanese manrers and in Japanese
morals. At present, the degradations which Eu-
ropeans have hitherto submitted to, instead of ren-

dering commerce a blessing, have made it a curse,

a school for the basest prejudice, and the seal of
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Japanese slavery. It remains for England to burst
their fetters, and by a liberal, but resolute and in-
vincible policy to liberate the minds and bodies of
an immense empire from the shackles of anigno-
rant despotism !

Krusenstern attempts an account of the first
European intercourse with Japan ; but it is totally
at variance with the detail in the first pages of this
introduction, drawn in fact from Adam’s own
letters, and other authentic sources, especially in
respect to English commerce ; yet he states a fact
that we have not seen elsewhere recorded, that in
1803, a company of English merchants in Calcutta
sent a ship, very richly laden, under the command
of Captain Torey to Nangasaki, but she was order-
ed to quit the Japanese coast in twenty-four hours.
He states also that the Americans failed in a simi-
lar project about two years previously.

Krusenstern is of opinion that a good trade
might be opened with the Peninsula of Corea; and
the Japanese are certainly very jealous of the Euro-
pean ships that might have attempted to navigate
the sea between Corea and Japan.

Langsdorff entered further into minute and

INTRODUCTION. Ixxvii

useful particulars than it was possible for Krusen-
stern to do, and gives instructions delivered by
the Japanese to Laxman in 1792, respecting the
laws of that country in regard to foreign inter-
course, stating that these laws are fixed and irrevo-
cable ; that it is a law that all ships, particularly 1f
armed, * even though they come in fleets, shall im-
mediately be put under arrest ; that no persons are
permitted to go into the interior of the country
without leave, especially if armed, and that those
who do so, and are caught, must never be permit-
ted to return to their own country ; that merchant
vessels of other nations, or merchants, can only
come to such places as are pointed out to them,

and that with all ships of war, intercourse 1s strict-

ly forbidden, under whatever pretence they may

appear on the Japanese coasts,

This precious document concluded with the
clause that the Christian Religion cannot be per-
mitted in Japan, and therefore that all permitted

visitors must abstain trom every act of religious

—

* The Japanese police will find it difficult to enforce this law,

on 2 British man of war.
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worship whatever! Much as our indignation must
be raised at such illiberal and cowardly restricti-
ons, we certainly have no right to force them to
more rational conduct; yet it may fairly be con-
cluded that te do so would be productive of infi-
nite benefit to the people : for it is a curious fact
that out of fifteen Japanese, who were wrecked
upon the coast of the Russian settlements, and car-
ried to Irkutsk the capital of Siberia, where they
resided some years, only five chose to return to
their native country, when the offer was made of
sending them home under the care of the Russian
Embassy ; and these five appear to have been the
most worthlesss of the party.

Langsdorft states a very curious circumstance
on their arrivel of Nangasaki, not mentioned by
Krusenstern, that a ¢ boat came out, conveying a
whate flag with a blue cross, and a number of Japa-
nese characters upon it”—a circumstance which
shows that the difficulty stated in page lii, is not
likely to be repeated.

Notwithstanding the strict regulations enfor-
ced by the Japanese authorities, their conduct evi-
dently showed that a more liberal behaviour may
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well be expected whenever a relaxation takes place
in their state policy ; and it is important to re-
mark that the Russian Ambassador, at an early
visit of some of the great men, having complained
of the conduct and behaviour of the .apanese
brought back to their native land, who were still
on board as it was intended to present them per-
sonally to the Emperor, and who, since the ship
had been at anchor, had refused all service, a
great man instantly sammoned them before him,
and reprimanded them very severely, representing
to them their extreme ingratitude after having been
fed and supported by the Russians, for so many
years receiving kindnesses in every possible way,
and at last being brought back to their native
shore at so great an expence ; adding, that, in be-
having as they did, they brought shame upon
the whole country.

Some light is thrown upon the commercial
wishes of the Japanese, by the questions which they
put to the Russian Embassy. These were, whe-
ther Russia could furnish Sugar, Rye, Skins, Me-

dicines, *“ and many other articles ;” expressing, at

the same time, much curiosity as to the number of
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ships, which might be annually sent to Nangasaki.
From an occurrence which took place at this in-
lerview, it is evident also that optical 1nstruments,
from a pair of spectacles upwards, would soon be-
come important objects of trade.

Langsdorff, in detailing these events, most point-
edly alludes to the excessive closeness of the Japa-
nese authorities, and the extreme circumspection
with which every step, on their part, was taken.
—Every thought, every question, every word,
was weighed in the nicest manner, appearing to
have some particular aim in view ; and it seemed
as 1f the least error would cost the life even of the
- persons highestin rank!

Happy will it be for Japan when the liberal
ideas springing from an open commerce, and per-
haps the gradual introduction of a liberal religion
in the true spirit of the Gospel and equally remo-
ved from the bigotry that once made Christianity
a bug-bear to the Japanese Government, as from
that fanaticism which would pour out the mysteries
of our faith upon the untutored savage, before he
18 enabled by an amended morality and judicious

instruction to understand them—Happy will it bhe
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for Japan when these blessings shall afford se-
curity and comfort to the lives of the millions who
cover her fertile lands, wearing out an uncertain
existence in slavery, sloth, and mendicity, and
adding to their own political misery the idle fears
and the burthensome oppression of demoralized
superstition!

The work itself will demonstrate the correct-

ness of this picture ; to which we may add, from

Langsdorff, in confirmation of the stupid slavery to
which the Japanese are subjected, that the inter-
preters acknowledged that even the name of the
reigning Emperor was always kept a profound se-
cret, and that the people never knew, until his
death, how their sovereign was called.

In such a country loyalty must be unknown,
and it could not but fall an easy prey to any inva-
der. This isa circumstance which ought not to be
forgotten, by British Statesmen. Should Russia, or
some of these busy spirits now in America, ever
make the attempt, the result would scarcely be
doubtful, at least so far asa complete revolution
might be expected ; and with such a people as the

Japanese in the vicinity of our oriental empire,

J
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consequences the most fatal might then be appre-
hended.

Langsdorff further describes the manners of

the people of distinction, whom he saw, to be uni-

formly polite and courteous ; and he adds, that,

but for their language and costume, they might.

have been mistaken for the most polished Euro-
peans. It appears also, that all parties, with whom
they mixed, were anxious to acquire the Russian
language, and offered ,without scruple, to teach the
Japanese to those who wished it. But it must not
be forgotten, by those who may in future visit Ja-
pan, that politeness and courtesy, with not a small
portion of plausible insincerity, are the weapons
of attack and defence used by those people in di-
plomatic intercourse; and Langsdorff mentions
some curious instances of the ingenious falsehoods
in which they dressed up their precautions and
even their insults, representing these actually as
marks of distinction, for the purpose of procuring
a ready acquiescence with orders dictated by ty-
rannical suspicion. Even their police guard-boats
were described as a guard of honour! and an en-

trance into the harbour swas refused, whilst the
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Dutch ships lay there, on the pretence that it would
be by no means shewing proper respect to an Im-
perial ship of war, with an ambassador on board,
if it were permitted to anchor amongst merchant
vessels. When they did enter the harbour. the
ship was surrounded from morning till night with
boats filled with visitors, or rather spectators;
amongst whom, the fair sex greatly predominated
Butall intercourse was still prevented ; nay, though
supplies of provisions were sent every day to the
Russians, they were not permitted to purchase the
most trifling article, not even a few tobacco-pipes,
until an order should come from court for that pur-
pose. In the enforcement, however, of this and
many other regulations, the great men really
seemed unwilling actors, and acknowledged them-
selves, on several occasions, to be under the great-
est embarrassment, offering as an excuse the sin-
gular constitution of their country, and the un-
changeable nature of their laws, which they dared
not infringe either in letter or in spirit.  Nay,
some had the candour to own that all the strict
regulations of the government were extremely

ridiculous; one person, in particular, lamenting his
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fate in being born a Japanese, regretting the short-
sightedness of his countrymen, but imputing it to
the education of the Emperor, and the great ma-
gistrates ; adding, that the subjects must be blind
when the rulers had no clear ideas, and were not
I a situation to acquire any.

It appears that the same difficulties occurred
respecting ceremonials, as in our own Chinese em-
bassies, with an equal quantity of chicanery and
regulated insult. Langsdorff’s details of these are
highly amusing, and their perusal will be useful to
future speculators, but to notice them would far
exceed our limits ; yet it must not be omitted,
that when at length an answer arrived from the
Japanese Emperor, this curious State Paper can-
didly avowed that the restrictions on foreign inter-
course arose from the injunctions of an Emperor
one hundred-and-fifty years previous, and that,
although since that period several foreign nations
had at various times endeavoured to establish an
intercourse of friendship and commerce with Ja-

pan, these offers had been invariably repulsed, not

only in consequence of the long established prohi-

bition, but also because it was considered dange-
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rous to form ties of friendship with unknown fo-
reign powers, which could not be founded on
equality. The refusal of receiving the Russian
presents was explained, upon the principle that if
they were accepted, then the Japanese Emperor,
according to custom, which was their law, would be
obliged to send back presents of equal value under
ihe care of an ambassador; and that there is a
strict prohibition against either the inhabitants or
the ships quitting the country ; besides which, Ja-
pan was stated to be so poor, that it was impossi-
ble to return presents to any thing like an equiva-
tent. The reception of the ambassador was refu-
sed upon the same pretences.

It is also of importance to mark the commer-
cial or rather anti-commercial reasoning contained
in this document, which stated that Japan has no
great wants, and therefore, has little ocecasion for
foreign productions; that her few real wants, as
well as those she has contracted by custom, are’
readily supplied by the Dutch and Chinese, and
luxuries are things which she does not wish to
see introduced ; that it would be, besides, very dif-

ficult to establish an extensive trade, since that
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must, almost of necessity, occasion frequent inter-
course between the common people and the foreign
sailors, a thing strictly prohibited by the Japanese

laws.

There is something so plausible in this rea-
soning, and it appears so well borne out by exist-
ing facts, particularly by the gradual decline of the
Dutch trade with Japan, that, at first sight,1t seems
to neutralize all those hopes of British intercourse
with that country already expressed. But, it must
be considered that, although at first any possible
commercial intercourse would be but trifling, yet,
when we reflect on the difference of the British
and Dutch commercial systems, both with respect
to credit and to the supply of good articles on a
liberal plan ; on the superior enterprize of our spe-
culators who look for extensive trade with small
profits, whilst the Dutch always starve a market
for the sake of large gains; and on the probable
increasing annual demand, not only from these

causes, but from the amelioration of Japanese

manners and modes of thinking with respect to
foreign nations that would result from such an

Intercourse as we only could agree to, or would
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counsent to practice, it is not too much to expect
that a very few years would render Japan a most
advantageous market. At present, the Japanese
are too much under control to have any wishes
beyond what their strict customs allow them : but
a more liberal intercourse, with foreigners, would
expand their minds ; the sight of articles of Bri-
tish taste, ingenuity, and industry, would excite
their wishes; to procure the mere necessaries of
life would no longer be the bound of their desires:
a new stimulus to industry would arise ; their pri-
vileged mendicity would cease ; wealth would
spring from general exertion; and we should soon
have more customers than we could well supply.
Such are the reflections that result from Langs-
dorft’s very useful and entertaining Journal.

When Batavia, and the whole island of Java
fell into our possession, about 1813, a voyage, it
appears, on the part of our own India Company,
was actually performed. The whole particulars of
that transaction would, no doubt, be highly inte-
resting; but the only reference at present is to
the Appendix of Sir T. S. Rafiles’ work, where

an account current of the expences and retmms.
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including a statement of the nature of the Exports
and lmports, is given at length .in page xxxii.
The whole outfit, cargo and charges, amounted
to 298,150 Spanish Dollars ; the returns in value
(including incidentals) 342,126 Spanish Dollars:
yielding a clear balance in favour of the voyage.
Alluding to the preceding opinion of the
Select Committee, and to the attempt of 1813,
Sir T'. S. Raffles very pointedly observes, that the
opinion itself appears to have been formed on a
very partial view of the subject, and with reference
to the limited nature of the trade as it then existed -
but he adds, that it would be as unfair to judge
of the value of the Japan trade to the British
nation, from this narrow view, as it would be to
decide upon that subject merely from the result
of the voyage of 1813, and the other adventures to
Japan, undertaken not as decided British attempts,
but under the recent provisional Government of

Batavia, which, besides other disadvantages, were

for political reasons, carried on with a scrupulous

regard to the restrictions under which the trade of
the Dutch had latterly laboured.

Upon the whole, we have the reasoning of

INTRODUCTION. Ixxxix

Sir T. Rafiles, generally speaking, in favour of a
renewed intercourse with Japan; we cannot, how-
ever, so far infringe upon his very useful and amu-
sing work as to detail all his argcuments, or the
beneficial results, both political and commercial,
that he almost predicts from that renewal. It is
sufficient, here, to allude to his general principles.
Those who feel further interested may with great
propriety, and with a certainty of satisfaction,
consult the “ Appendix B” page xv., and see also

vol. 1. pp. 242--3.
We have now concluded our brief sketch of

English commerce, with Japan, not without the
hope that these Chronological Memoranda may
stimulate to the judicious revival of a trade likely

to become of vital importance to the British Em.-

pire.




RECOLLECTIONS

JAPAN.

CHAPTER 1.
Geographical Situation, Climate and Extent.

Tue geographical situnation of the Japanese pos-
sessions is, in respect to latitude, the same as that of
the countries lying between the southern provinces
of France, and the south part of Morocco ; their
longitude is about 100° East from St. Petersburg,
so that, in the middle part of Japan, the sun rises
seven hours earlier than in that city. The Japa-
nese empire consists of islands, of which the
largest, and most considerable, 1s the Island of
Niphon. Its greatest length, from south-west to
north-east, is 1300 wersts, and 1its greatest breadth
about 260 wersts. At asmall distance, to the north
of Niphon, lies the twenty second Kurile Island of
Matmai or Matsmai, which i1s 1400 wersts in cir-
cumference. To the north of Matsmar are the
Island of Sagaleen, but of which, only the southerly
half belongs to Japan, the other half being subject

to the Chinese, and the three Knurile Islands of

&
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Kunaschier, T'schikotan and Eetooroop ('Lurpu). To
the south of Niphon, lie the two considerable Islands
of Kiosu and Sikonfu. The length of the first is
above 300 wersts ; and that of the second, 200.
Besides these eight principai Islands, the Japanese
possess many others of inferior consequence.

The Japanese possessions, surrounded by the
FEastern ocean, lie Uppﬂsite to the coasts of Corea,
China and Tartary, from which they are separated
by a broad strait, which is called the Japan sea, and
in the narrowest parts, the straits of Corea. The
least breadth of this strait, hetween the southern
coast of Niphon and Corea, is 140 wersts: but the
areatest breadth is above 800 wersts.

On a comparison of the geographical situation
of the Japanese possessions, with that of the coun-
tries of the western hemisphere, under the same
degrees of latitude, it might be imagined that the
climate, the changes of the seasons, and the atmos-
phere were alike in both: but such a conclusion
would be very erroneous.* The difference of the

= T

* Charlevoix states, that the Japanese are much prejudiced in
favor of their own climate, and acknowledges that it must be
very healthy, since the people are long-lived, the women very
prolific, and diseases very uncomion. We know not what de-
peudence to place upon Keempfer’s wonderful story of a village
ipon the side of a mountain, all the inhabitants of which wer
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two parts of the world, 1in this respect, is so strik-
ing, that it deserves more particular notice. 1 will
take, as an example, Matsmai, where I lived two
years. This town lies in the forty-second degree
of latitude, that is on a parallel with Leghorn, in
[taly, Bilboa in Spain, and Toulon in France. In
these places, the inhabitants hardly know what
frost is; and never see any snow, except on the
tops of high mountains : in Matsmai, on the con-
trary, the ponds and lakes freeze, the snow lies in
the valleys and the plains, from November till
April, and falls, besides, in as great abundance as
with us in St. Petersburg. Severe frosts are indeed
uncommon, yet the cold is often fifteen degrees of

— ==

children, grand, and great grand-children of a single man then
hiving, and all of them handsome, well made, polished, civil
and possessing the manners of people brought up at court.

It seems, however, that little reliance can be placed upon the
extraordinary boasts respecting the Japanese climate; since
the Jesuits confess that the weather is very changeable: that
the winter cold 1s intense and the fall of snow prodigious ; that the
summer heats are intolerable ; that it raing often and at all seasons,
the heaviest rains being in June and July, which portion of the year
the Japanese distinguish by the name of the water-months; and
that thunder and lightning are then extremely frequent, Asa
counterbalance to these inconveniences, the Jesuit writers whimsi-
cally throw into the opposite scale the length of the winter, which
they describe as giving the weather time to purify itself, whilst
the rains resoften it, and the various natural productions cause
salutary exhalations ; especially from the sulphur and the aromatic
plants in which these islands abound.—Eb.

B 2
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Reaumur, In summer, the parts of Europe under
the same latitude as Matsmai enjoy, almost con-
stantly, serene and warm weather ; in Matsmai, on
the other hand, the rain pours down in torrents,
at least twice a week, the horizon is involved in
dark clouds, violent winds blow, and the fog is
scarcely ever dispersed. In the former, oranges,
lemons, figs, and other productions of the warm
climates, thrive in the open air; in the latter,

apples, pears, peaches and grapes, hardly attain
their proper ripeness.

[ have not, it is true, been in Niphon, the
principal island of the Japanese possessions; but
I have heard from the Japanese that, in Yeddo, the
capital city of the empire, in the thirty-sixth de-
gree of latitude, snow often falls, in the winter
nights, to the depth of an inch or more. ltis true.
it melts immediately the next day ; but if we con-
sider that Yeddo is under the same latitude as
Malaga, in Spain, we shall be convinced that the
climate of the eastern hemisphere is much ruder
than that of the western. The Japanese assured
me that, on the southern part of Sagaleen, in the
forty-seventh degree of latitude, the ground is often
thawed, during the summer, only to a depth of a
foot and a half. If we compare with this the cli-
mate of a place in Europe, whose latitude corres-
ponds, for example, Lyons, in France, how dif-
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ferent are the results! That the accounts given
by the Japanese are true, I cannot doubt, for we
ourselves met with great fields of ice, so late as the
month of May, off the Kurile Island of Raschaua,
in latitude 47° 45/. At this season, no ice is to
be seen with us in the gulf of Finland, in 60°
north latitude ; though the water there, from
being so confined, has not power to break the ice,
which vanishes more in consequence of the effects
of the rays of the sun. Off Japan, on the contrary,
the waves of the ocean must break it up much
sooner, if the sun acted with the same power.

This great difference of the climate proceeds
from local causes. The Japanese possessions lie
in the eastern ocean, which may be truly called
the Empire of Fogs. In the suinmer months, the
fog often lasts three or four days without inter-
ruption, and there seldom passes a day in which it
is not, for some hours, gloomy, rainy or foggy.
Perfectly clear days are as rare in summer there,
as fogs in the western ocean. Though the fine
weather 1s more constant in winter, yet a week
seldom passes without two or three gloomy days.
These fogs, and this gloomy weather make the air
cold and damp, and hinder the beams of the sun
from producing so much effect as in other coun-
tries, which enjoy a clear sky. Besides this, the
northern parts of the Islands of Niphon, Matsmai,
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and Sagaleen, are covered with extremely high
mountains, the summits of which are mostly above
the clouds, whence the winds, that blow over these
mountains, bring an extraordinary degree of cold
with them. It is further to be observed that the Ja-
panese possessions are separated from the continent
of Asia by a strait, the greatest hreadth of which is
800 wersts, and that the country of the Mautchous
and Tartary, which form the east frontier of Asia,
towards Japan, are nothing but immense deseris
covered with mountains and innumerable lakes,
from which the winds, that blow over them, bring,
even in summer, an extraordinary degree of cold.
These may be the three causes of the striking
difference of climate in the countries situated on
the eastern side of the old world, and those of the

western hemisphere under the same degree of lati-
tude.

VATIONAL ANTIQUITY.

CHAPTER 1L

Origen of the Japanese Nation.

In the books written by Europeans concerning
Japan, a great deal is said of the origin of the in-
habitants of that empire ; but all is founded on
fabulous and uncertain traditions.* This is the
opinion of the enlightened Japanese themselves.
Thus, for instance, they attach little credit to the
fable, that the population of Japan originated with
three hundred unspotted youths and virgins, whom
an Emperor of Japan sent to Niphon, by the advice
of his brother, for the purpose of looking for herbs
to compose a beverage which should confer im-
mortality. Other similar fables are equally disre-
oarded by the more sensible Japanese.  Our Inter-
preter Teske, and the Man of Learning, (Scholar)
often laughed in our conversations, at the credulity
of their countrymen in regard to their origin.
Among other things they related that they had a
tradition, that, at a period of remote antiquity,
the whole earth was covered with water, in which
state it remained during a countless series of

* Some of the Japanese are so vain as to admit of no

foreign extraction, but claim a descent from the gods themselves,
soing back far beyond all Egypfian caleulation.—ED.
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years without the Almighty Creator, whom tie

Japanese call Tenko Sama (Ruler of Heaven), having
cast his eye upon it. At length, Kami, his eldest
son, obtained permission to put the earth in order
and to people it. He therefore took an extremely

long staff' to sound the depth, which he found to

be the least, exactly in the place where Japan now
vises out of the sea. . He threw the earth from the

bottom, up in a heap, and created the Island of

Niphon, furnished it with all the natural produc-
tions which still lourish there, divided himself into
two beings, one male and one female, and peopled
the new country; whenthe other child ren of God saw
their brother’s work, they did the same in other
parts of the globe, and though they succeeded in
creating countries, ordering and peopling them,
they, however, had not the skill which their elder
brother possessed, and, hence, in their creation
of countries and men, they did not attain the same
perfection.*  For this reason, the Japanese are su-
perior to all the other inhabitants of the earth, and
the productions of Japan better than all eothers.
Teske, who related to us this traditien from their
ancient history, laughéd, and said that even to this

* Another statement says:  That, at the beginning of the
World, the first of seven Celestial Spirits arranged the chaos, or
confused mass of Land and Sea, when, from the end of the rod
with which he performed it, there fell a muddy froth, which con-
densed, and formed the Islands of Japan,”—Ep,
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day, most of his countrymen believed the silly fable,
and many affirmed that a part of the staff, which
their first ancestor had employed to measure the
depths of the ocean, still existed as an evergreen-
tree on one of the highest mountains in the Island
of Niphon.

I will not burthen my readers with the relation
of similar absurd traditions, of which the Japanese
have a great number ; whoever is fond of them
has no need of having recourse to Japanese my-
thology. 1 will only mention what the learned
among the Japanese think concerning the origin of
their nation. Aeccording to their opinion, the ori-
ginal population of Japan is buried in the obscurity
of the remotest antiquity ; but they are convinced
that the Japanese and the Kuriles once were one
and the same nation, and are descended from the
same stock. They endeavour to prove this by a
number of words common to both languages, by
the resemblance of some opinions and traditions,
which are believed by the people in Japan and the
Kurile islands, as well as by some usages, which
nave been common from ancient times to both
nations. This hypothesis is really supported by
the Japanese language, the features, manners,
laws and customs.* Every thing testifies that the

* It has been supposed by.all the early writers, on grounds
apparently plausible, that the Japanese are not of Chinese, but
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Chinese and the Japanese were never one people.
The Japanese even abominate the idea that the
Chinese may have been their ancestors ; their con-
tempt of that nation goes so far, that when they
mean to call any one a rogue or a cheat, they say
heis a true Chinese. Notwithstanding all this,
they, however, confess that many families in Japan
are of Chinese origin. Their history does not in-
deed mention any migration of the Chinese to
Japan, but they believe that, in the frequent wars
between the two nations, the Japanese took a great
number of Chinese prisoners. According to the
accounts of the Japanese historians, the Chinese
were conquered in all the wars, and only the prin-
ciple of the Japanese policy, not to extend their
dominions, had hindered them from entirely sub-
duing China. It cannot well be doubted, that the
Japanese historians exaggerate their victories; but
it cannot be affirmed, that the Japanese may not
have obtained very great advantages in the wars
with the Chinese. As proofs of this, we may
reckon the great respect which the Chinese Em-
perors pay to the Emperors of Japan, and the

of Tartar onigin. There is certainly no connexion between the

Japanese and Chinese languages, whilst between many of the
Tartar and Japanese customs, there is an extreme coincidence, to
say nothing of the similarity of dispositions, which exists between
the two nations, whence a Japanese has been aptly defined to be
a polished and civilized Tartar.—Ep,

AUTHENTIC HISTORY. 11

arrogance with which the Japanese treat those
Chinese who come to them on account of trade.
It is, therefore, very probable, that the Japanese,
who made frequent and successful attacks on the
Chinese coasts, took numerous prisoners, whom
they brought off as slaves. The Ja#panese histo-
rians also assert, that emigrants from India settled
among them, from whom the religious sect, now
predominant among them, borrowed their faith,
which evidently appears to be no other than the
faith of the Bramins disfigured.

This s allthat the well-informed Japanese con-
sider to be certain respecting their origin. They
affirm, that their history has a certain degree of
authentieity, since the government of the present
house of Kin-Rey, or the spiritual Emperors ; that
s according to their chronology, for a period of
above 2400 years, or six centuries before the birth
of Christ. Some of the most important events of
these twenty-four centuries are described pretty
much in detail, others are only touched upon. The
names of all the spiritual Emperors of this house,
as well as their successors, and the years of their
accession to the government, are known to the
Japanese. All traditions, respecting events pre-
vious to that period, they regard as fables unde-

serving of belief, even though their historians men-
ion them.
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In a conversation on this subject, Teske made
the following remark : ¢ Though traditions of this
kind (said Le) are ridiculous and incredible, yet
we must not disturb the belief of the people in
them, as this may be useful to the State. They
cause the people to prefer themselves to all other
nations, to despise foreign manners, and in general
every thing that is foreign ; and the Japanese have
learnt, "by dear-bought experience, that it has
always been attended with misfortune to them
when they adopted any thing foreign, or suffered
foreigners to interfere in their concerns. Besides,
the same prejudice that teaches a people to love
their country, above all things, binds them to their

native soil, and hinders them from exchanging it
for a foreign land.”

According to the opinion of Teske, and our
man of learning, researches into the origin of a
people, and what nations in ancient times sprung
from one common stock, are foolish and useless,
and can at the best amuse idle people, and the
inventors of fables. * For (say they) if even old
people give wholly different accounts of events, of
which they were witnesses in their youth, how is
it possible to believe traditions, which must have
been handed down through many generations ’
Or how: can we immediately draw a conclusion
that two nations are of the same origin, because

ORIGIN OF NATIONS. 13

they have two or three words alike in their lan-
guage, or some peculiar custom !’ Whether these
notions of my Japanese friends are just, I leave to
he decided by more learned people.

In conclusion I observe, that the Japanese,
even the most unprejudiced, will not believe that
all the nations of the world descend from a single
man. As a proof of the contrary, they alledge the
difference in the external appearance of different
nations.  How can we persuade ourselves (say
they) that the Dutch and the Negroes on board
their ships, could be descended from the same
original parents, even many thousand vears ago *”’
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CHAPTER T1II.

Natwnal Character, Covilization and Language.

Japan, discovered by the Portuguese, was known
to the Europeans in the middle of the sixteenth
century.* The rage for conquering newly-disco-

* ThatJapan was totally unknown to European Geographers,
in the time of Ptolemy, is evident from the statement in his wri-
tings, that the country of the Sinz, or China, was bounded to
the East, ¢ by an unknown country.” He knew not then, that
an Ocean existed to the Eastward, and it follows of course, that
any islands in that Ocean must have been equally unknown. /See
Jurther, the Introduction to Kempfer.) 1tis to Marco Polo,
then, 1n the 13th century, that we must look for the first men-
tion of this extraordinary people. |

Marco Polo did not personally visit Japan, but speaks of it
from information obtained in China, under the name of Zipangu,
describing it as rich in gold and silver, pearls and precious stones,
His general account of it seems pretty correct, allowing for seve-
ral exaggerations, such as, the royal palaces being covered with
gold, as with lead in Europe ; the cielings being of solid gold, &e.
His account of an invasion of Zipangu, by the Cham of Tartary,
in 1279, recorded also in the Chinese and Japanese annals, is a
convincing proof that Zipangu and Japan, are the same island.
The name has been written in old times, Zipangri, Cyampagu,
Cimpago, and Gepen. Even the name of Niphon, is not general
throughout the Japanese Empire, for in certain districts, the
word is pronounced Zipon, or Siipon, apparently arising from
‘ome peculiar conformation of the colloquial organs, as in the
North of Spain B is changed into V, and in our own Somersetshire F
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vered countries, was the prevailing spirit among
the great powers of those times. The Portuguese
had the intention to conquer Japan, and, accord-
ing to their custom, began with trade, and preach-
ing the Catholic faith. The missionaries, sent to
Japan, succeeded in pleasing at first: they had
free access to the interior of the kingdom, and had
almost incredible success in converting their new

- e = om R s = S e e ——

into V; to say nothing of the well-known cockney peculiarity.
Indeed, even without this ground for conjecture, the case may be
considered as decided by all recent discoveries and researches,
waich render i1t impossible that Marco Polo could have meant
any other country, independent of what we know of its riches,
especially 1n gold, silver and pearls; of its monarchical, and
almost absolute government, the colour of its people, their sta-
ture and religion; and the multitude of islands, enumerated at
7440, but of course including the smallest, that peep above water,

The Japanese, moreover, call their country Niphon, from
two words, Vi, signitying fire, or the Sun par excellence, and
Pon, being basis, or foundation ; but the Chinese name Gepuen-
que, signifies the kingdom of the rising Sun.  Another name of
Teuka, signifies the Empire under Heaven ; and Teuka-Sama is
the monarch who 1s under Heaven. In some of the Japanese
writings, it is also called Sinkoxa, and Kamino-Kuni, the habi-
tation of the Gods; Tontsio, the true morning ; and dwadsima,
Avva, signifying froth, Dsz, land, and Sima, an island, or the
land that springs from the froth of the Sea.

The first European ship that ever reached Japan, is said to
have been Portuguese, driven thither by a tempest in 1534 ; but
the date is fixed five or six years later by Father Xavier, in one
of his letters from Cochin.—Ep.
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disciples. But the Emperor Teigo,* who reigned
in Japan at the end of the sixteenth century, a sen-
sible, judicious, and valiant man, soon remarked.
that the Jesuits were much more eager to collect
Japanese gold, than to save the souls of their new
converts : _he, therefore, resolved to extirpate
Christianity in Japan, and banish the missionaries
from his dominions. Charlevoix mentions in his
history, that this determination of Teigo Sama was
caused by the declaration of a Spanish Captain,
who being asked by the Japauese * by what
means his Sovereign had succeeded in subduning
such great countries, particularly America
answered, that they had effected it in the easiest
manner, by first converting, to Christianity, the
inhabitants of the countries which they desired to
subdue. Teannot decide on the credibility of this
circumstance, but I believe that the Japanese know
nothing of it. According to their opinion, the
chief, or rather the ouly ground of the extirpation
of the Christians in Japan was, the insolent con-
duct of the Jesuits, and of the Franciscans sent by
the Spaniards, as well as the rapacity of the Por-
tuguese merchants. Both the former and the
latter committed excesses of every kind, to obtain

* In some books he is called Teko-Sama, but the Japanese

pronounce it Teigo. The word Sama signifies ruler, and is affixed
1o the pame.

HATRED TO CHRISTIANITY. 17

their ends, and to enrich themselves., Other Em-
perors, therefore, with less understanding than
Teigo, might easily have seen, that self-interest
was the only motive of those preachers of the
faith, and that religion was merely the instrument
by which they hoped to execute their plans.

However this may be, Teigo and his successors
succeeded in expelling all ‘the Europeans* from
their dominions, and in wholly rooting out the
Christian faith. Already in the middle of the
seventeenth century, nobody in Japan ventured

publicly to acknowledge himself a Christian.t The
bad conduct, and the covetousness of the Catholic

* Except the Dutch, who assured the Japanese that they
were no Christians, and obtained permission to trade with them :
but on conditions which render the Duteh in Japan, as it were,
prisoners, so that it is almost impossible to think that they are a
free people, who come there for the sake of trade.

T The early Missionaries always gave high praise to their
converts ; nay so great and tender did the sentiments of the
whole nation appear to St. Francis Xavier, that he never wrote
of them but with the profoundest admiration. In one of his
epistles he says:—¢ I know not when to have done, when |
speak of the Japanese, who are most truly the delight of my
heart.”” Indeed all his successors speak in the warmest terms of
their pupils, of the goodness of their hearts, of their gratitude

for the smallest favors, and of their constant endeavours to give
satisfaction to their instructors.—ED.

(;
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priests and of the Portuguese merchants, excited
in the Japanese government such an 1nveterate
hatred of the Christian religion, and of .all Chris-
tians, that the persecution of them was accompanied
with the most dreadful tortures that the ingenuity
of human malice could devise. The most rigorous
edicts were issued against the Christians; no
Christian dared to shew himself in Japan—no
Japanese ship was allowed to visit foreign coun-
tries for the sake of trade—no Japanese dared,
under any pretext whatever, to leave his native

country, lest he should be converted, when abroad,
to the Christian faith.

If we examine dispassionately, and without
prejudice, the real though hidden motive which
impelled the Portuguese, and then the Spaniards,
to preach the Catholic faith in Japan—if we con-
sider their licentious conduct in that country, and
the evils which they caused in it, by endeavouring
to annihilate the religion which had long pre-
vailed, to overturn the legitimate authority, and to
subjugate a numerous, peaceful, and harmless
people ; if we remember that the plans of those

shameless hypocrites disturbed the tranquillity of

the nation, and excited a bloody ®%il war, can we
then wonder at the cruelties of the Japanese to-
wards the Christians ? Do not the Catholics them-
selves justify these persecutions by their lnquisi-
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tion, and their proceedings towards the Pro-
testants ? Notwithstanding this, the missionaries,
expelled from Japan, represent the nation whom
they could not succeed in deceiving, as cunning,
faithless, ungrateful, revengeful, in short, in such
odious colours, that it would be hardly possible to
find a being who merited to be compared with a
Japanese. These accounts, inspired by monastic
rage, have beentaken in Europe for genuine ; whilst
the horror impressed on the Japanese of every
thing relative to the Christian religion, and the
principle of their distrustful policy, not to suffer
their country to be entered by any Christian, and
to keep them as much as possible from their coasts,
doubtless confirm the calumnious accounts given
of this people. This firm belief in the detestable
character of the Japanese goes so far, that such
expressions as Japanese malice! Japanese trea-
chery ! ave become proverbial. . Fortune reserved
it for me, during an imprisonment of twenty-seven
months, to convince myself of the contrary ; and
thesnarrative of my adventures has, I think, af-
forded sufficient proofs, that the Japanese are not
what the Europeans take them to be. '

'T'hat the Japanese are sensible and ingenious,
is shewn by their conduct with respect to foreigners
aud their constitution. We had opportunities

enough to experience the honesty of this people,
S
L

ey
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as well as their compassion for the misfortunes of

their fellow creatures. They shewed hospitality even
to those proselyte makers, who, in the sequel, so 1l
rewarded them for it, and represented them besides
in such an odious light. The good reception
which Captains Spangberg and Walton met with
from them in the year 1739, when they entered
several harbours on the east coast of Niphon, the
names of which they did not know, plainly shews
the inclination of the Japanese to foreigners, who
visit them with honorable intentions.*

Laxmann, nay, even Resanow, and other fo-
reigners who have visited Japan, cannot complain
that the Japanese treated them ill ; only they did not
allow them the liberty of viewing every thing, and
would hear nothing about commerce. But whose
fault is this®> To be sincere, we must confess that
the intrigues and covetousness, or to speak more
politely, the spirit of speculation of the Europeans,

give the Japanese just reason to shun them, and
all connection with them.

The Japanese are deficient in only one quality,
which we reckon among the virtues, namely.
bravery or courage. If the Japanese are timid.

* 9 3 ¥ . .
See Miiller's Collection of Russian History, partiii. page 1068
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this 18 merely in consequence of the peaceful cha-
racter of their government, of the long repose
which the nation has enjoyed, or rather of their
being unaccustomed to shed blood; but that the
whole people are by nature timid is what I can by
no means allow, whether I may be right or wrong.
Are there not nations, now sunk in the profoundest
torpor, whose ancestors were the terror of the
world a few centuries back ? In my own country
a whole village often flies into the woods from a
single robber and his brace of pistols, and the same
peasants afterwards mount batteries, and storm
fortresses which were considered as impregnable.

Does the uniform alone make the hero? Is it not
rather the innate spirit of bravery? The Japanese,
therefore, cannot be said to be naturally cowards.

Strong liquors are in use among the Japanese.
The common people are very fond of them, and
frequently drink to excess on holidays; but this
vice is not so common in Japan, as in many
European countries. To be drunk in the day-
time is looked upon as very disgraceful,even among
the common people ; the lovers of drinking, there-
fore, do not indulge their propensity until the
evening, after the termination of all labour and
business. Besides, it is ouly on few occasions,
and in a social circle, that they drink, and not as
the common men do among us.
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drum is beat. There were some such houses near
our abode, and I cannot remember that a single

Among the vices of the Japanese, the most pre-
valent appears to be incontinence.® Thouch the
law does not allow them to take more than one

wife, they have the right to keep concubines, and
all opulent people make use of this right even to

excess. The bagnios are under the protection of

tlnle +lau's, and have their regulations, rules, and
privileges. The owners of such houses are not,
indeed, considered: infamous, and enjoy the same
rights as merchants, who deal in a perniitted colmn-
modity with the consent of the government: but
the Japanese avoid being acquainted with them.
The lovers of such places generally visit them from
sun-set to sun-rise.f The music plays and the

-

- ;
: The virtues of the Japanese will be found recorded in
5;11 sequent notes ; but their national vices are not neclected by
t L F.‘- : L} m
e earlier writers, who deseribe them as being arrogant ; fac
. B ’ =

FEI ST _
10us ; vindictive to an excess : full of dehance, and ready to

. _ : . :
ake offence; and in spite of the natural severity of their cha-

rac l ir diss
.ter, carrying their dissoluteness far beyond that of any other
l]a - u - "1 - L] ] u |
; tion : yet the Missionaries found it not difficult to wean the
apanese e vices. T : :
P from these vices. They found them virtuous throueh
sentiment, naturally relioic ' .
l ; ) y reigious, and docile from being accustomed
0 use their ' as ] ] .-
reason, Lying was punished with death.—Ep.

Thun at ] h
berg states, that in all the parts where he stopped, great

care had been taken to establish a sanctuary

' tor the venal part of
the sex, (and for the most part several,) ’

even in the smallest vil
lages—a f: ! topothooeim
£€s—a fact, whic 16 T :
o ct, which goes far to stamp the character of the nation.

night passed withont our hearing the drum: hence
I conclude that these places are never without
visitors. The Japanese told us, that at Yeddo, the
capital of the temporal emperor, there are numbers
of the largest buildings of this kind, which are
nothing inferior in magnificence to the palaces of
princes: in one of these temples, dedicated to

p—

He says, that these were commonly the handsemest houses in the
place, and sometimes were even situated near theiridols’ temples,
In one very small place, there were fifty of these unhappy vota-
ries: in another, not larger, eighty ; and in another place, Mite-
rai, not very extensive, no less than four of these unhallowed
receptacles. The females are generally called Keise or Kese, which
signifies a castle turned upside down. These ladies are not only
regulated by the Government, but, when engaged by foreigners,
their husbands are paid a certain sum per day, independent of
presents to the frail fair one, and the cost of her maintenance.
Such is the want of common decorum 1n Japau, that these houses
are indiscriminately used by male parties as taverns for drinking
Sakki, or beer made from rice. The daughters of indigent pa-
rents, are even apprenticed out, or sold to the occupant of one of
these houses ; where having served a certain terw, they regain
their liberty, mix in general society without a stain, and are often
advantageously married.

The number of the unhappy females who are attached to
these places, is much augmented by the constant sysiem of tra-
velling pursued throughout the Japanese Empire. Charlevoix
asserts, that the crowd which is always met upon the roads 1s
inconceivable : for whenever travelling is practicable, a stranger
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Venus, there are six hundred priestesses, and yet
the porters are often obliged to refuse admittance
to young worshippers of the goddess, because there
18 no vacancy. We were assured that the pro-
prietors of these wmagnificent magazines spare
nothing to furnish them with the most beautiful
merchandize, and this is very easily to be believed.
On one of our walks in Matsmai, the interpreters,
to gratify our curiosity, led us past such a house:

would suppose, that not a soul was left in the towns or villages,
but that the whole nation was in motion ; some travelling on
business « Y ,

l.lSlllESS, others on pigrimages; numerous beggars, asking alms
Imth all doe submission and politeness, yet never failing to be
lmportunate until velieved: whilst a prodigious number are al-

ays upon the look out to stop passengers, to sell their damaged
merchandize, bad provisions, insipid confectionary, straw sh?:res
for Wen, straw trappings for horses, paper toys, and topographi-
cal directories. These, he owns, may be got rid of ; but all the

e g .
eeping places are infested with an annoyance, not so easily

cuarde ai i
, ed against—the courtezans, who enter into every inn, set-

Ling themselves at mid-day, decked out, and painted, at the doors
of tT]e houses, or upon covered parapets, viting the travellers
to give the preference to their inn, as the tavern doors of London
were formerly plied by the unhappy victims of pleusul;r:. In
some places, the noise produced by this system is so great, as to
be heard at considerable distance. It is 2 f:.urinuz fac; I:ha;‘,
the politicians in Japan attribute this j

el general disorder to Joritomo,
one of their early Ja

i o y-emperors, who was an usurper, and fearing,
st his soldi ] * } :
1€rs, tired of his long and distant war-

should leave him, conceived
Eagles, by procuring

like expeditions,

the pl: ini '
plan of retaining them under his

» VL EVery route, where his armies should
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halt a dozen young creatures ran to the door to see
us. [ observed, that some of them were in the
bloom ot youth, and so handsome, tl:at they would
have done no discredit to a house of the same de-
seription 1n an European capital ; but perhaps they
appeared so to me only, because my eves had been
so long deprived of the sight of our fair country-

wWolne€ll,

But to the shame and disgrace of the Japanese,
| must say, that the abominable vice, common to
all Asiatics, is practised also among them: the
government does not indeed approve it, but it

pass, all the indulgences which they could hope for, in lieu of
that legitimate and domestic happiness, of which they were de-

prived by his ambitious plans. The natural consequence of this
was a complete depravation of character throughout the Empire,

so that the Chinese have actually heen in the habit of calling Ja-
pan the brothel of China, many of them going to Japan expressly

to mingle 1n its debaucheries !
It 1s a curious faet in the history of human natupe that al-

though the owners of these infamous receptacles have the Impe-
rial licence, yet are they held in such detestation by the people,
that, when any of them die, (though in their life-time they were
admitted into company by the best, yet now, as unworthy to rest
amongst the worst) a bridle made of straw being put into their
mouths, they are dragged in the clothes they died in through
the streets into the field, and there east upon a dunghill, for dogs
and birds of prey to devour. This is positively stated by Saris,
in 1612,.—Ebp.
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adopts no vigorous measures to suppress it. The
province of Kioto, in which the spiritual emperor
lives, is celebrated for the beauty of its male in-
habitants, and furnishes the greater part of the
youths for this infamous traffic.

Revenge might be reckoned, in earlier times,
among the vices of the Japanese.* The duty of

revenging an injury formerly descended from the
grand-father to the grand-son, and even lower, till

the descendants of the person injured found an op-
portunity to take vengeance on the descendants of
the offender; but at present,as the Japanese assured
us, this foolish propensity no longer prevails to such
a degree, and offences are sooner forootten. But do
not we find equally absurd notions in other coun-

tries? Is not the having recourse to the sword Or pls-
tol, for a word dropped inadvertently, also a folly?

The Japaunese may be called frugal, but not
niggardly; they speak with great contempt of

— e —

* In satiating his revenge, we are told that the Japanese
seeks to do it with certainty, but nobly. He will not even dis-
semble for the purpose of deceit, believing it beneath his charae-
ter. When he postpones the gratification of his passion, there-
fore it is that he may not miss his blow; and he is never so

mu.ch to be feared as when he is tranquil and apparently
quiescent,—Ed,
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covetousness, and have invented many severe apo-
logues at the expence of misers: the decent and
even rich clothing which they continually wear,

according to their respective ranks, confirms what

I have just said.

In respect to the degree of knowledge to he
found 1n the people, the Japanese, comparing one
nation with another, are the most enlightened
people in the world. Every Japanese 1s able to
read and write, and knows the laws of his coun-
try, which are seldom changed, and the most
important of which are publicly exposed on
large tables in the towns and villages, in the public
squares and other places. In agriculture, horti-
culture, the fishery, the chace, the manufacture of
silk and woollen stuffs, of porcelain, and varnished
goods, and in the polishing of metals, they are not
at all inferior to the Europeans: thev arve well
acquainted with the art of mining, and understand
how to make several works in metal.* In the arts

* It may be difficult to separate the original Japanese
knowledge, from that acquired by intercourse with Europeans
which, 1n the early stage of our acquaintance with them, was
under few restrictions. Thus, for instance, it is perhaps scarcely
possible to say, whether they possess the knowledge of gun-powder
from the first Portuguese discoverers, or derived it from China,

where it is said to have been used long before its discovery in
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of cabinet-making and turnery they are perfect
masters: they are, besides, admirably skilled in the
manufacture of all articles belonging to domestic
economy. What knowledge can be more useful to
the common people? The arts and sciences, in-
deed, have attained a higher degree of elevation
among us; we have men who prescribe their orbits
to the heavenly bodies, the Japanese have not; but
on the other hand, for one such we have thousands
who are unacquainted with every element of know-
ledge. We possess in Europe great mathematicians,
astronomers, chemists, physicians, &c. such as we

Europe in 1340, Telescopes also are described by Thunberg
a5 in frequent use; but with us these were unknown until
about 1600. It is probable however that these are strictly an
European invention ; as the Portuguese writers, in describing the
early voyages, offer not an hint respecting them.

Early writers assert that the Japanese cultivated no science,
purely speculative, except religion, in which and in controversy
their clergy were unceasingly employed : but as to metaphysics,
mathematics or even natural philosophy, they knew scarcely
any thing respecting them. In short they knew little of astro-
tomy ; their architecture was without taste, skill or order ; their
€pochs, their rudiments of chronology, the manner of dividing

time and of reckoning their years, even now are far from giving
a high idea of their knowledge of combination and of ecaleula-
tion. Some idea of the uncertainty even of their daily calculations
may be drawn from the fact, that the number of hours, from
sunrise to sunset, is always the same ; so that the hour conse-
quently varies in length at different times of the year,—~ED,
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must not look for in Japan, though these sciences
are not unknown there, as I have already had oc-
casion to mention in my narrative; but those
learned men do not make a nation, and, generally
speaking, the Japanese have more correct id*eas
than the lower classes in Europe—I will mention
an example. A common soldier, who was one an
our guard, one day took a tea-cup, pointed to it,
and asked me if I knew that our earth was round,
and that Europe and Japan lay in such a situation
in respect to each other? (pointing out, at the same
time, the respective situations of both upon the
globe pretty accurately upon the cup.)* Several
other soldiers shewed us geometrical figures, and
inquired whether these methods of measuring and
dividing the earth were known to us. ]_S.very
Japanese is acquainted with the medicinal flrtues
of the various herbs which grow in that chmate,
and almost every one carries about him the most
usual medicines, such as laxatives, emetics, &c.
which he immediately uses in case of need. The
Japanese have, however, in common with other

* When Xavier first visited them, they were, as he describes,
- . ! ' . "

ignorant that the world is round, ¢ ignorant of the suD’s mnt.mﬂ,
(the sainted jesuit manifesting therein a little of his own 1gno-

rance)  of the causes of comets, of the planets, of hail, and SIT'mI;enLrl
1 ac te
things,” which, however, they were very anxious to be acquain

with from the holy father’s lectures, —EDp.
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nations, the absurd, and often injurious, -prejudice
of curing themselves by sympathy, as | have men-
tioned once before in my narrative.,

Except the principal people, who have a part
in the government, and the literati, the Japanese
have very confined notions of other nations: be.
cause the Japanese policy obliges the government
to hinder the spreading of knowledge of foreign
manners and customs, that it may not corrupt the
people, and make them deviate from the object to
which the wisdom of the laws conducts them :
namely, to live in peace, tranquillity, and abun-
dance.*

The geographical knowledge of the Japanese
consists in their being able to shew upon the map
where a country lies, and what space it occapies.

They consider the histories of other nations.
except that of the Chinese, as useless, and un-
worthy of their attention, and ask to what purpose
they must know all the tales which every nation in-
vents out of vanity. The members of the govern-

e

* Charlevoix asserts that they produce a number of books,
and have very extensive libraries; but then these works treat of

nothing but morals, of which they are great masters, of history.
religion and medicine.—Ebp, +

POLITICAL SUSPICIONS, 31

ment, and the learned, however, concern themselves
about the modern history of the European states,
and particularly of those who are become their
near neighbours. The government endeavours to
obtain, by means of the Chinese and Dutch, in-
formation respecting the political events in Europe,
and observes the course they take. The Russian
settlements in America, and the preponderance of
the English in India, make them very uneasy.
Notwithstanding all the pains we took to convince
them of the truly pacific intentions of our humane
monarch and his government, many of them were
afraid that their turn to be attacked would come
sooner or later: they communicated their conjec-
tures by circumlocutions. ¢ All sovereigns,” said
they, *“ have not the same dispositions; one loves
peace, and another war:” once they owned to
us, that a tradition had been current among them
from ancient times, that the time would come
when a people from the north would subdue

Japan.

The Japanese are very well acquainted with the
history and geography of their own country: the
reading of historical books is their favorite amuse-

ment.

In painting, architecture, sculpture, engraving,
music, and probably also in poetry, they are far
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inferior to the Europeans. In the art of war they
are still children, and wholly unacquainted with
navigation, except that along the coasts.*

The Japanese government will have the people
satisfied with the degree of knowledee they possess,
and to make use of the productions of their own
country,and forbid them to adopt any thing foreign,
that foreign manners may not creep in with foreign
arts and sciences. Their neighbours must thank pro-
vidence for having inspired the Japanese lawgivers
with this thought, and should endeavour to give
them no inducement to change their policy for that
of Europe. What must we expect if this numerous.
ingenious, and industrious people, who are capable
of every thing, and much inclined to imitate ali
that is foreign, should ever have a sovereign like
our Peter the Great: with the resources and trea-

* Itis curious to mark some of the points in which they
differ from, and also those in which they agree with other nations,
with whom they have had no possible intercourse. With respect
to Europe, they have been called our moral Antipodes. White
they consider as the colour of mourning; black, that of joy.
They mount a horse on the offside, like the Arabians ; the rea-
son assigned for which is that in an action so noble and manly, it
is wrong to rest upon the left foot. They wear habits of cere-
mony or their Sunday clothes in the house : but lay them aside

i going out. They salute the foot, instead of the head or
hands, &c.—ED.

FUTURE POLITICS. 33

sures which Japan possesses, he would enable it to
become, in a few years, the sovereign of the eastern
ocean. What would then become of the maritime
provinces of eastern Asia, and the settlements on
the west coast of America, which are so remote
from the countries by which. they must be pro-
tected 7 If the Japanese should think fit to intro-
duce the knowledge of Europe among them, and
adopt our policy as a model, we should then see
the Chinese obliged to do the same: in this case

these two powerful nations might soon give the
situation of Europe another appearance.* However
deeply a horror of every thing foreign may be im-
pressed on the Japanese and Chinese government;
yet a change in their system is not inconceivable:

necessity may compel them to do that, to whieh
their own free will does not impel them! Attacks,

* Their extreme readiness in acquiring European knowledge
is certified by father Luigi Froes, in/'¢¢ Lettere del Giappone,”
published at Naples in 1580, wherein the learned jesuit expressly
states that, in the course of sixor seven years’ experience, he had
ascertained the young people of Bongo, or Xicoco, to possess the
raresi talents. Their persons and manners he describes as elegant ;
besideswhich, they had capacious understandings, speedily equal-
ing their teachers in learning all sorts of musical instruments, in
siﬁging, in reading, writing, painting and fencing, and every thing
connected with the military art. He asserts also, upon the au-
thority of one of his companions, that they speedily acquired such
4 knowledge of the Chinese language as to equal the Bonzes, who
had spent their whole life upon it.— Eb.

D
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for example, like that of Chwostoff, often repeated,
would probably induce them to think of means to
repel a handful of vagabonds who disturbed a na-
tion. This might lead them to build ships of war
on the model of those of Europe; theseships might
wcrease to fleets, and then it is probable that the
good success of this measure would lead them also
to adopt the other scientific methods, which are
so applicable to the destruction of the human race.

In this manuer all the inventions of Europe

might gradually take root in Japan, even without

the creative spirit of a Peter, merely by the power
and concurrence of circumstances. The Japanese
certainly would not be in want of teachers if they
would only invite them; I therefore believe that
this just and upright people must, by no means, be
provoked.* But if, contrary to all expectation,

* Notwithstanding the rigor of the government, or per-
hiaps the more for that very rigor, the Japanese interpreters
who speak Duich, are always particularly anxious to procure
European books. This is perfectly in unison with their insatiable
curiosity after European affairs, as described by Golownin, and
confirmed by Thunberg, who says that they are always
anxious to learn something from the Europeans, and question
them without ceasing, and frequently so as to be irksome, upon
all subjects, especially relating to physic, natural history and
natural philosophy.” It is thus evident that nothing but the
absurd jealousy of the government prevents them from rising

GENLERAL POLITENFSS. 515

urgent reasons should make it necessary to proceed
otherwise, every exertion must be made to act de-
cisively: I do not mean to affirm that the Japanese
and Chinese might form themselves on an European
model, and become dangerous to us now; but we
must take care to avoid giving cause to our pos-
terity to despise our memory.

In their intercourse with each other, the Ja-
panese, of every rank, are extremely polite: their
mutual obligingness, and polished behaviour, attest

the real civilization of this people. During the

whole time of our imprisonment we were with
Japanese who did not belong to the higher classes;
vet we never heard them quarrel, or employ abusive
language: we were often witnesses to disputes be-
tween them: but all were carried on with a degree
of moderation and temper, which is not always to
be met with even in our polished circles.*

high in the scale of science. Should a revolution in manners once
take place, and the ports of Japan be opened, we may anticipate
changes both moral and political, of the most extraordinary na-
ture through all the oriental regions! It is a subject highly

worthy political and philosophie investication.—Ep.

¥ Their extreme politeness towards each other has been des-
cribed and accounted for by the earliest writers, who state, that
all the riches of this powerful empire are in the hands of the
princes and nobility, who make a great shew of their wealth;

D 2
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T'he Japanese language is not borrowed from
any other nation : it is derived from the common
ancestors of the Japanese and Kuriles : besides, it
has adopted, from the former intercourse with 1he
Chinese, the Coreans, and other nations, a nums-
ber of words which now pass for national. Some
European words also are in use among them ; for
example: savon, soap;* buton, button; tabago,
tobacco, &c.

their magnificence going to a greater extent than any thing known
in Europe, or recorded in the history of the most powerful mo-
narchies of ancient times, All this is seen by the great mass of
the people without the slightest eénvy; and if it happens that any
nobleman, or man of high rank, by any unhappy accident, or by
incurring the prince’s displeasure, should fall into indigence, still
he is not the less haughty, nor less respected than in his most
brilliant fortunes; and into whatever misery or poverty a gentle-
man may be reduced, he never forms an alliance beneath his own
rank.

The point of honour is also extremely lively in all ranks,
and the lowest of the people would feel themselves hurt by anj,.r
freedoms of expression, even from a nobleman of the first rank.
and believe themselves justified in manifesting their resentment.

Thus every one is upon his guard, and all ranks respect each
other mutually,—Ebp.

a T : I
The Japanese do not prepare their soap themselves, bt

receive it in small quantities from the Dutch ; they only wash

their linen in . : . . .
en in hot water ; sometinies also with a lime, which has the

property of making a lather.

They haye, probably, taken the word for soap from the Por-
tuguese,

VARIETIES OF LANGUAGE. 37

It is strange, that they call money (in Rus-
sian, dengi) deni; and anchor (in Russian takor)
takori. Is the similiarity of these words merely
accidental /¥

I have had already occasion to mention in my
narrative, that in books, state papers, and corre-
spondence between people of the higher class, the
Chinese method of writing is used; namely, by
symbols. The common people, when they write,
use an alphabet, which consists of forty-eight letters,
but many of them ave properly not letters but syl-

lables, ast me, me. mo, mu; ni, no, ke, ki, kiu.

* Their language differs so much from the Chinese, that all
the early writers consider their origin not to have been from
that nation, but from various other sources : a variety which
they think to be absolutely manifested, by a most sensible dif-
ference between the inhabitants of the different provinces of the
empire, not only in person, but also in mind; supposing this
population to have arisen partly from colonies sent thither ex-
pressly, and perhaps partly from shipwrecks which must always
have been frequent in a climate so tempestuous. Nay it is even
laid down as a positive fact, that in the western provinces of
Ximo, there are many families of Portuguese origin. The Tar-
tars are considered, however, by Martinl and others, as affording
the principal stock.—Eb,

1 We have left these syllables spelt as we find them in the
original ; the reader must however remark, that the vowels are
pronounced in German nearly as in French.
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The Japanese pronunciation is excessively difficulit
for us Europeans: there are syllables which are not
pronounced like ¢e or de, but something between.
which we are quite unable to produce. In the same
manner there are middle sounds between be and
pe; sse and sche, ge and che, che and se. No
European would succeed in pronouncing the Ja-
panese word for fire ; | have studied at it two years,
Fll]t In vain: when pronounced by the Japanese
1t seemed to sound like £, cha, pse, fse, pronounced
through the teeth ; but, however we turned and
twisted our tongues about, the Japanese persisted
in their “ not right!” and such words are very
numerous in the Japanese language.* ‘

e
— e e e e -

_ ¥ There are many particularities in the Japanese language,
which our author could not readily have opportunities of knowing,
Keempfer asserts, in which he is confirmed by the Jesuits, th:;-r.t
the language is plain, distinct, and easily articulated, never havine
more than two letters combined in one syllable.  Some of m:'
letters, however, they cannot pronounce,  To H they can give no
sound but F, They write in a perpendicular line, in characters
not remarkable for neatness; the genius of their language also re-
quiring that their characters, many of which are words, should be
sometimes transposed, sometimes joined to others, or to particles
mvented for this €Xpress purpose—a custom so necessary, says
Charlevoix, that whenever they print Chinese books in J:lpfé;n, they
are obliged to add these words or particles, to enable the pmpl;
to read and to understand them. The principle on which the
language is written, is nearly similar to that of China, the charac-
ters having the ideas attached to their figure, previous to any

GRAMMATICAL ELEMENTS, 39

The Japanese having prohibited us from learn-
ing to write their langunage, we had no opportunity
of making ourselves acquainted with theirgrammar.
but to judge of it by what we learned, it cannot be
very difficult, as the substantives and verbs undergo
but few changes.* The declinations are formed by
particles annexed to the verbs. The verbs have no
change for person, number, or mood, but only for
tenses, of which they have three ; the others are
expressed by words such as, long since, soon, &€,
The prepositions follow the substantives to which
they refer; the conjunctions too, in certain cases,
follow the sentences which they connect together.
In almost all known languages the personal pro-
nouns are monosyllables, but in Japan they are very
long; I, watagosi; we, watagosi-tono; he, kono;

she, kono-daz.

In learning the Japanese language there 1is
another difficulty to conquer, besides the reading

sound being given to them. Thus ideas are expressed, indepen-
dent of sounds; and writing may truly be said to speak to the
eyes. Memory is thus put to the test, but ambiguity is said to

be avoided.—ED.

* The Japanese jealousy of foreigners has induced them,
says Thunberg, to permit no foreigner to acquire any knowledge
of their language, as far as they can prevent it. The intercourse
at Nangasaki, in his time, was always carried on by about fiftyJa-
panese interpreters, who alone were permitted to learn Dutch, Ep-
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and pronunciation of it, and that is, the uncommon
number of words: many things and actions have
two names; one is used when they speak to their
superiors, or their equals, and desire to he polite ;
the other only with common people,and in ordinary
conversation. It may, therefore, almost be snir_f,
that the Japanese have two languages, which, as
far as [ know, is not to be found among any other
nation in the world. This too seems to me to
shew a certain degree of popular civilization . *

* In the * Ambassades Mémorables” of the Dutch, pub-
lished at Amsterdam, in 1680, it is expressly stated that they
have but one language ; but then it is so varied in its nature that
1t may be compared to a number of dialects. The same thing has
often different denominations, some estimable, others the n::erse,
with regard to its qualities, varying also when spoken by a prince
or one of the people. Nay, it is said that there are words which
may be used by ladies in one sense, which change their meaning,
when spoken by a man. It is added that the spoken and written
languages are entirely different; and, that the written and printed
languages differ also, as well as those of poetry and prose. Some
of their letters are then said to have the force of a word, some-
times of a whole sentence, like the hieroglyphics of the Egyptians
and Chinese,—Ep,

EARLY THEOLOGY.

CHAPTER 1V.
Religron and Religious Customs.

| HAveE mentioned that the prevailing religion of
Japan is derived from India, as the Japanese them-
selves attest, and is a branch of the religion of the
Bramins ; but millions, perhaps the greater part of
the people, follow other religious doctrines, which
cannot properly be called sects, as they are not
branches of the prevailing religion, and have quite
another origin, 'T'he Japanese, with whom we con-
versed on the articles of their belief, are not agreed
in the number of the kinds of religion among them.
Some said there were seven, and others only four :
the latter affirmed, that three of the seven were only
sects which superstition had formed from the four

principal religions: these are the following—

[. The most ancient religion in Japan, which
is followed by the aboriginal inhabitants of this

kingdom ; at present, indeed, disfigured in many
particulars, and no longer the prevailing religion
of the people; but deserving the first place on
account of its antiquity.* The adherents of this

]
¥ Of this ancient religion, the Jesuits assert that no trace

whatever can be found in China: but in Japan it stll existed
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religion believe that they have a preference before

the others, because they adore the ancient peculiar
divinities called Kami; that is, the immortal

spirits, or children of the highest being, who are

o2
very numerous. They also adore and pray to
saints, who have distinguished themselves by a life
agreeable to heaven, uncommon piety and zeal

for religion. They build temples to themn, and call

entire two centuries ago, notwithstanding the great Progress
made by the disciples of Confucius, and the different sects whose
principles were introduced from Hindostan and the oriental
Archipelago : and, as no trace of the ancient religion of China can
be found amongst them, it is thence inferred that they owe no
part of their first peopling to the Chinese, otherwise some ves-
tiges must have remained.

But there must be a religion older than this, (unless we
believe it a debased remnant of ehristianity,) if we are to believe
Possevin and Bayle, who assert, upon authority which to them
appeared conclusive, that one of the sects in Japan teaches, or
rather taught, that there is a sole principle of all things, clear,
luminous, incapable of augmentation or diminution, wise, without
figure or limits, sovereignly perfect ; and yet, strange to tell,
destitute of reason and itelligence, without activity, and as
tranquil as a man whose attention is fixed upon any particular
subjeet, without thinking of any other, This principle they
believe to be in all created beings, and to communicate to them
their essence ; and into this principle they suppose mankind to
dissolve and to return after death.

Though they believe their gods immortal, yet they des not
consider them as existing from all eternity ; but say, that in the
first motion of chaos, which with them is the principle of all

MYTHOLOGICAL SUPERSTITIONS, 43

them Chadotschi. 1t is probable that they have
not all obtained this honour by their way of life,
and their piety ; there are saints amoug them, as
the Japanese themselves assured us, who obtained
the reputation of sanctity by the intrigues of the
clergy for their own advantage. The spiritual
Emperor is the head, and high priest of this reli-
gion: he is the judge of the life of men upon

e = S — - — - = == o

things, the gods were produced by their own invisible power.
They suppose all the gods to have appeared at the same moment
of time ; but they speak also of a succession of celestial spirits,
of beings purely spiritual, whom they assert to have heen the
governors of Japan during a long course of ages. To the earliest
of these celestial governors they give metaphorical names ; and
they have confused traditions of one having a son who formed a
dynasty half gods and half men, from whom the present Japa-
lese are sprung.

The believers in this ancient religion, or sect of Camis,
reckon seven celestial spints, and fifty-five gods who seem to
be the deified emperors of the first and second dynasties ; to whom
are added a few of the earliest monarchs of the true historicad
era, But it has been said, as remarked in another note, that the
Japanese are ignorant of metaphysics, a fact which seems corro-
borated by the faith of the religion, wherein the celestial Spirits
partake much of material form and quality. It is also thei
opinion that, at the commencement of all things, chaos floated
in hke manner as fish swim about in water for their pleasure.
From this chaos something came wWhich resembled a thorn.
and which was susceptible of motion and transformation. This
thing became a soul and spirit, from whence proceeded the other
spirits.-=—Ep,
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earth, and determines those who are to be received
among the number of the saints.

Cleanliness of body is one of the chief and
indispensible rules of this religion. The adherents
of it are not permitted to kill or to eat animals
used in labour, or in domestic¢ services, that they
may not defile themselves. Thus, they may not
eat beef, but they eat poultry, deer, hares, and
éven bears: they are also permitted to feed upon
fish, and upon all kinds of sea animals. They
must avoid staining themselves with blood, as this
may defile them for a certain time. Touching a
corpse, nay entering a house in which one is lying,

defiles them for a number of days more or less,
according to circumstances ; they therefore take all
possible paius to avoid defiling themselves.

This religion has a sect who eat no land ani.
mal, but only sea animals and fish: some of our
guards belonged to this sect. Some often ate deer
and bears’ flesh with us ; others, on the contrary
upon the days when meat was set before us, would
not even light their pipes at the same fire with us -
at other times they smoked out of our pipes, gave
us theirs, nay, even drank their tea out of the
cups which we had used. At first, I believed that
they were adherents of different religions, but
learned afterwards that the difference merely con-

BRAMINICAL DOCTRINES, 45

sisted in some particular rules adopted by the sect,
the principal of which is, prohibition to eat the
flesh of any land animal,

II. The religion derived from the Bramins,
transplanted from Indiz to Japan.*—In Japan it
also teaches the transmigration of souls, or that
the souls of men and animals are beings of the
same kind, which inhabit sometimes the bodies of

* The facts, connected with this religion, manifest in a most
extraordinary degree the rapid spreading of the knowledge,
though corrupted, of the Chnistian religion to the eastward of
Judea. About the year A. D. 55, the Chinese emperor, Mimti,
heard of a sect in India called the sect of Xaca, and he was
so much pleased with their tenets, as to send special messengers
thither, with orders to acquire a perfect knowledge of their forms
and opinions. About the year A. D. 62, these messengers, re-
turning by way of Japan, found the tenets of Xaca already in-
troduced there,—a brief sketch of which will suffice to prove the:
fact in question. Some of these were that there are future recom-
penses established for virtue, and punishment for vice : that good
men after death are received into a place of happiness where all
desires are fulfilled, but the wieked shut up in a place of torment;
that Xaca is the saviour of mankind ; that he was born of a fe-
male in order that he might recal man to the way of salvation
from whence he had previously seen that they had strayed ; that
he came to expiate the sins of the world, in order that, after death,
they might acquire a happy resurrection ; and that the Godhead
consists of three persons in unity—a coincidence in chronology
and doctrine which strikes at the very root of those assertions of
infidelity, that would lock for the origin of the Christian gospel,




] : » < w5 F iy % ﬂ' l‘-‘ln 47
406 RECOLLECTIONS OF JAPAN. JAPANESE METHODIS

: . . , 2 he | s religi mands,
men and sometimes those of animals. It therefore form even the half of what this religion commar
forbids them to kill any thing that has life. Be- On this account there are more :Jﬂd]llﬂﬂlﬂf’: iﬂﬁ “IEFI
: . chis : . ; : : , r A aymen 1n this
sides, this religion very strictly forbids theft, adul- among the clergy as among the lay

' an I ‘other 1n Japan,
tery, lies, and drunkenness. These command- religion, than i any other ap

ments are truly good and wholesome, but all the

other rules in respect to abstinence and way of life,
which the adherents of this faith must observe, are
so absurd, burdensome, and difficult to be fol.
lowed, that there are probably few people who are
pious, and at the same time strong enough to per-

—

in the corrupted traditions of the East, supported by the unfound-
ed assertions of anterior antiquity. (See Charlevoix. )

The limits of a note do not admit of further detail ; but the
subject is well worthy the attention of Christian Divines, anxious
to overturn the strong hold of modern scepticism,

It is a remarkable fact, that the followers of this religion wor-
ship an image with three heads and forty hands, as a symbol of a
Trinity of persons in the godhead, and of the universality of the
divine operations, They believe also that, whatever crimes may
have been committed, the sinner may expect salvation if he dies
invoking the Deity, whom they represent as having undergone a
mostsevere penance, in order to wash away the sins of mankind.
They also believe that this God is ivisible, and of a nature quite
distinet from the elements of matter ; that he existed before the
creation of heaven and earth; that he had no beginning, and will
have ne end; that all things were created by him; that his essence
1s spread through the heavens, upon the earth, and beyond it ;
that he is present every where: that he governs and preserves all
things; that he is immovable, immaterial, and ought to be reve-
renced as the inexhaustible source of all good.—ED,

lII. The religion of the Chinese, as it is
called in Japan, or the doctrine of Confucius,
which is higbly esteemed by the Japanese.—The
greater part of the Japanese men of learning and
philosophers follow this doctrine.*

IV. The adoration of the heavenly bodies.—
They consider the sun as the highest divinity, then
follow the moon and stars. Almost every constel-
lation forms a separate divinity: these divinities
contend with each other, and make peace; form
alliances by marriage ; seek to outwit and to 1njure

* Connected with the religion of Confucius is a sect of
moralists, or methodists, as their name of Siuto signifies the
“ method of philosophers.”” It is a curious fact that this sect
was established five hundred and fifty one years before the
Christian era, the destruction of which religion in Japan, in the
seventeenth century, says Charlevoix, drew this sect along with‘
it in its fall. Their doctrine taught that the sovereign perfection of
man consisted in a wise and virtuous hife ; but they had no idea
of future rewards and punishments, beyond the natural conse-
quences of virtue and vice—the satisfaction resulting from the
conciousness of having acted well, or the remorse always atten-
dant upon a vicious course. They were su|3p05ﬂ(! t'n ?luvf: been
particularly favorable to the propagation of C-hraat:'amty in that
country ; whence arose the simultaneous persecution of both

l-tf]igiuns.—f",n.
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each other ; in short, according to the belief of the
Japanese, they have all human weaknesses, and
live like men, only with the difference that they
are immortal, and assume any shape they please.
This religion gave origin to a sect who adore
fire, and consider it as a divinity derived from
the sun.

These are the four principal religions in
Japan, with which the Japanese themselves made
us acquainted. I must, however, observe, that
when our conversation turned on religious subjects,
the Japanese answered our questions very unwil-
lingly, and often pretended not to understand us.
or gave quite unsatisfactory and unintelligible
answers. They sometimes did not answer us at
‘all, and questioned us respecting our faith, As
the Japanese would not permit us to learn to read
and write, we were destitute of every means to
penetrate more deeply into the knowledge of their
religious concerns, which present such a vast
field of sensible and absurd rules, of false and ridi-
culous traditions, religious ceremonies, &c. that

the two years of our imprisonment would scarcely
have sufficed to learn and to describe all, if we had
been well versed in the langunage, and could have

profited by the acquaintance and frankuess of the
inhabitants.

ATHEISTICAL IDEAS, 49

There are free-thinkers among the Japanese
as among us, and perhaps they are as numerous.* 1
have not heard that there were deists among them,
but atheists and sceptics. These deny the exist-
ence of a Supreme Being, ascribe the creation and
government of the world all to chance, and doubt
of every thing. Our friend Teske was of this
latter class : he frequently conversed with us re-
specting his opinions. According to his notion,
man knows only what has happened to him, the
past and the present: the future, both in this
world, and after death, is eternally hidden from
him ; therefore the doctrine of all religions on this
subject is liable to the greatest doubts, and deserves
fo credit.  Arguing on this ground, he affirmed,
that man must not omit any opportunity in his
life of enjoying whatever can afford him enjoy-
ment ; for it is highly probable that death puts an
end to every thing, and that man lives but once,
Besides, in the enjoyment of all possible pleasures,
we must endeavour to procure them to others, not
out of fear of punishment after death, but that
others may also endeavour to make our lives agree-

. * All the early writers asdert that, notwithstanding the
Infinity and variety of the Gods introduced into Japan, all the
grandees are decided Atheists, and actually disbelieve the im-
mortality of the soul, although they preserve public appearances,
by professing an adherence to some particular sect.—EDp,

{ [¥
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able. In this manner, continued he, men must

endeavour to afford each other every pleasure
suitable to the taste and inclinations of each, of
whatever kind they may be. But as it is not to
be expected, that a whole nation should become
philosophers, and comprehend this truth, and as

the majority would probably make use of this
doctrine only to the injury of others, it is ab-
solutely necessary to deceive the common people,
and convince them that there is a superior power
which sees our most secret actions, and to which
we must one day give a strict account of all the
evil done to our fellow-creatures, and severely
atone for it. Ina word, he considered every reli-
gion as a fraud, necessary for the good of the
people.* We made our objections to such prin-
ciples, but as he understood very little Russian,

* The Jesuits assure us that every Japanese yields strict
obedience to whatever is required by that religion which he may
have embraced. He always acts decisively, and can never be
accused of making religion subservient to his worldly interests,

Liven those, who do not helieye in the Gods of the country, never

fail to comply outwardly with the forms of worship that are
preseribed. This is said, and being acknowledged by the Je-
suits, may well be believed not to spring from hypocrisy, but
frem the love of order, and the fear of affording ground for
scandal and for remissness amongst the people, whom they con-
sider as requiring some bond of that nature to keep them within
bounds and to preserve social order.—Ep.

PRIESTLY INTOLERANCE. a1

and we as little Japanese, our arguments entirely
tailed of producing any effect.

Curiosity induced me to ask whether it was
allowed in Japan to speak freely and unreservedly
on such subjects > “ There is no law to forbid it,”
said Teske; ¢ but the hatred of the ecclesiastics falls
upon him, who rejects or ridicules their absurd
doctrines, Besides, they may accuse any one, who
seeks to turn people from the faith which they
profess. If the accused is convicted, the govern-
ment condemns him to imprisonment for a certain
time. But if any body preaches the Christian or
any other foreign religion, he must die a cruel
death.”

Teske and many other Japanese spoke very
unfavorably of their priests.* ** The servants of our

—— e e e o —

* Yetit is a curious fact that the early writers deseribe the
priesthood as possessed of the most knowledge in all the sciences.
These superintend all the academies, and they are entrusted
solely with the education of yowth, who remain with them until
the age of fourteen. Notwithstanding all that has been asserted
respecting the purity of education, in Japan, Charlevoix ac-
knowledges that the pupils are said seldom to come out very
virtuous; their masters teaching them any thing but good
manners, Somwe of these academies are stated to have from three
to four thousand scholars; and girls are educated at schools
equally numerous.—EDp.
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temples,” said they, *are, for the most part, licen:=
tious men, and though the laws command them to
live temperately, to eat neither meat nor fish, to
drink no wine, and have no wives: yet, in spite
of this prohibition, they live very intemperately,
seduce both women and girls, and commit othet
shameful enormities,”

The laws do not subject any one to punish-
ment for the non-observance and violation of the
precepts of religion, even the priests do not con-
cern themselves about it.* We knew several Japa-
riese who made it a boast that they never visited
a temple, and ridiculed their religious customs.
Many of them publicly eat meat, in defiance of
their religious laws. One of the officers who liked
the custom of the Kuriles of Matsmai, to eat dogs’
flesh, prepared it in so barbarous a manner, that
even the Kuriles shuddered at it. He usually put
young dogs alive into boiling water, took them out,
pulled off the hair and devoured them.

* Charlevoix declares that the Japanese have brilliant ima-
ginations: great knowledge of the human heart; and a rare
talent 1n touching its most secret springs. He adds that the
missionaries who have heard the sermons of their priesthood,
have confessed that nothing can be more touching, more pa-
thetic, or more in the finest taste of eloquence than these
discourses, which generally throw their auditors into {ears.—ED.

POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS, 53

The number of unprejudiced Japanese is very
small, in proportion to the whole nation. They
are, in general, not only extremely bigotted, but

superstitious. They believe in sorcery, and love
to converse on miraculous stories.* They ascribe
to the fox all the properties and mischievous tricks,

which the common people in Europe altribute to
the devil or unclean spirit. Among us, the thunder

* Some of the popular superstitions detailed by Kcempfer
and other writers, are so curious as to deserve further notice,
The people, in general, put great faith in amulets of all kinds.
To keep off all distempers and misfortunes from their families,
they place a monstrous pictare over their doors of a human
figure covered with hair, with a swerd in each hand; also
dragon’s and devil's heads, with large mouths wide open, large
teeth, and fiery eyes. Insome cases the branch of a sacred tree
is hung at the door; in others, the indulgence boxes which they
receive on their pilgrimages; or else long slips of paper, with
necromantic characters, supplied to them by the priests.” Some
of these latter are general commissions against all misfortunes :
but when the devotee is afraid of any mishap in particular, he
applies for an amulet for that express purpose. The most nume-
roas of these are against poverty; which Kcmpfer seems to
think endued with a second virtue, that of being a certain safe-
guard against thieves and housebreakers—people, if rich and
prosperous, seldom feeling it necessary to apply for an amulet
against the loss of what they possess.

Amongst their superstitions is one respecting earthquakes,
which are here very frequent, often producing great alarm, and
sometimes overthrowing entire cities, burying the inhabitants in
the ruins. These violent shocks are atiributed to a monstrous
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kills, with a stone arrow : in Japan it 18 a cat
which is hurled down by the lightning. In Russia,
when you praise any one, you must spit three times
that he may not become sick ; if you give aiy one
salt at table, you must laugh, in order not to
quarrel afterwards, &c. In Japan, nobody goes
over a new bridge, for fear of dying, till the oldest
man 1n the country, in which the bridge is situated,

whale, which they suppose to lie under the Tand. In 1703, one
of those earthguakes, accompanied by a volcanic eruption, nearly
des.tmyed the City of Jeddo, with a loss of two hundred thousand
of its inhabitants. In some districts these earthquakes are in-
deed unknown; a fact which the Japanese generally attribute
to the powerful protection of their especial local deities: but
the philosophers suppose it owing to these spots having a firm
foundation, resting upon the centre of the earth. One of these
favoured spots is the mountain Koiasan, which is covered with
f‘eliginus edifices—the effect, mistaken by them for the cause of
1ts tranquillity. It is sufficient to say that volcanoes are very
numerous ; one of which is as high as the Peak of Teneriﬂ'e_.
Natural hot baths, of course, are to be found almost every where ;
E!]III'E of which are supposed to have preternatural effects, just as
sma'ﬂar baths and wells have been sainted in Europe ; but it is
whimsical to find a Jesuit recording ‘¢ That the priests of the idols
know how to draw a more real benefit and profit from these
waters than the poor ignorant people do, since they have thought
proper to attribute to them the power of washing away sin.
Each, however, is considered as efficacious only against one par-
ticular erime ; these 1mpostors taking care to point to individual

sinners the fountain in which they must seek an appropriate
bath,”—See Charlevoix 1, p. 13.

MIRACLES AND ASTROLOGY. 515

has been led over it. Among us, the ends of wax-
tapers, which are left at the morning mass, on
Sunday, are a protection against lightning; among
the Japanese, peas, roasted in a pan, which they
eat at a great winter festival, and of whicn they

preserve a part for the summer, possess the same
virtue. They affirmed that, if, during a thunder-

Kempfer relates a remarkable Japanese story of Koosi, a
most famous apostle amongst them in early times, who was once
entreated, on account of his great sanctity, to deliver a particular
district, through which he was travelling, from a wicked spirit
that tormented the inhabitants, Expecting to see him undertake
a number of ceremonies, they were surprised when the apostle
merely took a band of dirty linen from around his neck, and
tied it to a heap of stones supposed to be the habitation and
retreat of the demon. Koosi perceived their surprise, and said,
“ My f{riends, you vainly expect that I shall exhibit numerous
ceremonies ; but these things do not drive away demons: it is
by faith alone that I perform what you demand; it is by faith
alone that I perform miracles.”

The time of Koosi’s existence is not expressly stated; but
he seems evidently to have availed himself of the historical part
of the New Testament.

Many of their superstitions interfere with the most frequent
concerns of life; especially with their travelling : and there are
certain days on which scarcely any Japanese will set out on a
journey. Nay, oue of their most famous astronomers, or rather
astrologers, Abino Sei Mai, has actually drawn up a list of them,
like Moore’s Almanac, which is printed at the end of their
travelling directories. The very high opinion which they enter-
tain of this personage may be drawn from their account of his
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RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, 5¥4

storm, some of these wonder-working

peas are | a half, above the ground; on which a flat round
thrown against the walls of a house, the lightning | iron plate turns like a sheave in a block. Upon

cannot enter, and consequently every thing in that | this plate the prayer is engraved, which is dedi-
house shall be perfectly safe,

cated to the divinity of the place; to turn it round,
is equivalent to repeating the prayer, and the

On their high roads, every mountain, every prayer is supposed to be repeated as many times
hill, every cliff, is consecrated to some divinity - as it turns round. In this manner the traveller is
at all these places, therefore, travellers have th able, without stopping, and merely by turning
repeat prayers, and frequently, several times over. the plate with his fingers, to send up even more

But, as the fulfilment of this duty would detain prayers to the divinity than he is obliged to do.
plous travellers too long on the road, the Japanese

have invented the following means to prevent this

[ am not able to say any thing of the religious
nconvenience. Upon these spots, consecrated to ceremonies of the Japanese, because they never
divinities, they set up posts, in case thereare none could be induced to allow us to enter their temples,
already there, to mark the distances. In these posts during divine service : nor did they even speak
a long vertical cut is made, about an arsheen and of it. All that I know of it is limited to what
] here follows, The prayers are repeated three
times in the day ; at day-break; two hours before
noon : and before sun-set : as the matin,noon, and

birth—supposing him to have sprung from one of their princes

and a female. fox, which he had saved from the hands of his vesper mass, are perfﬂrmﬁ'd with us. The pﬂﬂplﬂ
hunters. This fox, a fairy in disguise, appeared to him shortly : 5

: ' ' er by the ringin
afterwards in the form of a lovely female, of whom the monarch are informed of the hours of  pray y &1ng

became desperateljr enamoured, and Sei Mai made his appear- of a bell.* Their method of ringing is as follows :
al:tce, spending his youth in all the labyrinths of astrological
sciences. Some wiseacres, however, who prided themselves in
differing from the faith of the multitude, and in disbelieving * It has been stated as a positive fact, that notwithstanding
every thing, took it into their heads to effect a counter charm to the religious chaos which prevails m Japan, and existed at the
his predictions, by forming certain verses conlaining cabalistic | first attempts at conversion, the traces of Christianity were then
words ; but either the verses were bad, or the words were use- | extremely numerous; that there was scarcely a mystery, a dogma,

less ; nobody would trust the poets, and the unlucky days are or pious practice of the Romish Church of which the Japanese
still avoided.—Ep, :

P —

did not appear to have some previous knowledge. In conse-
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after the first stroke of the bell, half a minute
elapses ; then comes the second stroke ; the third
succeeds rather quicker, the fourth quicker still :
then come some strokes in quick succession : after
a lapse of two minutes, all is repeated 1n the
same order ; in two minutes more, for the third
time, and then it ends. Before the temples, there
stand basins of water, made of stone or metal, in
which the Japanese wash their hands before they
enter. Before the images of the saint, lights are
kept burning, made of train oil, and the bitumi-
nous juice of a tree, which grows in the southern
and middle parts of Niphon.* The Japanese offer

quence of this, it has been supposed, nay indeed attempted to
be proved, that the Gospel, though in a corrupted state, must
have found its way previously to Japan. An Armenian Bishop
has expressly asserted, that some of his travelling mercantile
Countrymen actually carried it thither in very early times ; most
others account for it by supposing that the Japanese may have
acquired a knowledge of it, in a corrupted state, from the Hin-
doos, the Tartars, and Chinese, all of whom, it is well ascer-
tained, were taught by sectaries of the Syrian Nestorians.

Many, however, of the forms and ceremonies found by the
missionaries are supposed to have been of later introduction, and

copied from the Portuguese who first went there in the sixteenth
century.—=See Note, page 45.—FEp.

¥ Where sects are so numerous and so various, there must
be great diversity of ceremonies ; it will be sufficient, however,
0 give a slight sketch of the public worship in one of the

PELIGIOUS MENDICANTS, 59

to the Gods natural, or artificial, flowers. They
make the latter of coloured ribbands, or of paper,
accordingly as the property, or the zeal of the
supplicant is greater or less. These ﬂ{}WEI‘E‘d]IiF
hung before the images of the saints, on the wa f-:
of the temples, or on the images themselves, as
rings, &c. are with us. Those who are verjlf zealf)u&.
in their devotions offer also money, fruits, rice,
and other provisions, which are very welcome to
the servants of the temples. But the latter are not
satisfied with these voluntary gifts. They wan_der
about the towns and villages, and in the high
ways, and demand offerings for their Gods. They
therefore carry sacks upon their sl'muldt"frs, to con-
tain the gifts made them. They also si ng h}-*nmu's:‘.T
make discourses, or ring a little bell, which every

ancient temples, to present a good idea of Japanese dnxnlﬂgy.
On entering, they proceed to a basin, or small ipond, ‘ﬁlled with
water, in order to wash before they offer up their services, Next
to that is a coffer, where they may deposit alms. In front of the
central building is the next spot, where they prﬂstr_ate themsﬁelveﬂs
before the majesty of the God. Here, in front, sit th.e priests,
clad in rich habits. On the door of this central huihlmg' hangs
a gong, on which every worshipper strikes at his first arrwal., to
inform the God that he is come to worship him: after which,
the votary looks throngh a window where hangs a mirror, as 4
symbol that as he sees his own countenance, so does the God see
his heart and thoughts—and this seems fo end the ceremony.—ED.,
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one has fastened to his girdle. In our walks about
Matsmai, we often met with them. During divine
service the Japanese sit, as usual, on their knees
but with their heads bowed down, and their hand;
folded. When they repeat their prayers, they
press their hands together, raise them so to their

torehead, bow themselves several ti
3 mes and i
half aloud.* : pe

The difference of religions and sects in Japan
does not cause the smallest embarrassment to t]‘:f_:,
government, or in ordinary life. Every citizen
has a right to profess what faith he pleases, and to
change it as ofien as he thinks fit. Nobady con-

cerns himself whether he does so out of conviction
3

or regard to his interest. [t frequently happens
that the members of one family follow different

* As in other countries, prayers and ceremonies too often
are made to suffice for true religion. Hypocrisy is very frequent :
and a most whimsical instance of it is related by Keem fe?- nf::
man at Nangascki, who, whenever he received a visit !t:rrun: an
person whom he suspected to be impure, or rendered unclean b:

th
ale neglect of any of the numerous ceremonies of the ritual,
Wways washed his house, all over,

with salt and water.
The causes

- S of impurity are very numerous ; neglect of ce-
ways produces it, for a greater or less time: and

with those who are very strict. i
y strict, 1t may be received by t
€drs, and mouth.—Ep, y the eyes,

FACILITIES 01 CONVERSION, Ol

sects ; yet, this difference of belief never occasions
i1l-will or disputes. Only the making of proselytes
is prohibited by the laws.*

The spiritual Emperor or Kin-Rey, is the head
of the ancient Japanese religion ; butall the other
sects have a pious adoration for him. He not only
confers the highest ecclesiastical dignities, but also
bestows, on the superior officers of state, the dignity,

* The universal toleration and freedom of religious opinions,
Christianity excepted, are described by the Jesuit writers as
proceeding from a greatness of mind, and natural rectitude of
heart, and a loftiness of sentiment which prompt them to dare
every thing, in order to procure a happiness more durable than
that of this present life: in order to which they wish to know
all religions of which they hear any intelligence ; so that, indeed,
up to the moment that the missionaries were driven away, every
person was permitted to chuse the religion which was most
agreeable to him.

The extreme readiness to be converted to Christianity is very
minutely told by St. Francis Xavier, in one of his Epistles; and
also by Cosmus Turrensis, in a Letter from Firando in 1551,
Xavier declares, (in perfect unison with Captain Golownin’s
statement in the voyage) that they have an insatiable curiosity,
and ask a thousand questions, especially about religion. During
the five months of Xavier's residence, a day never passed without
the priests, and numbers of the laity, being with him from morn=-
ing until night, for the purpose of interrogating. They asked
him : ¢ What is God >—How is he dressed >—Why cannot he
be seen >—How is it that the soul should have a beginning, and
yet shall not have an end after death *"'—Ep.
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or spiritual title of Kami, which the greafest
men in the empire think it the highest honor to
obtain. I have already had occasion to mention
this dignity. The Kin-Rey is invisible to all classes
of the people, except his own household, and the
officers of the temporal emperor, who are often
sent to him. Once a year only, upon a great
festival, he walks in a gallery, which is open
below, so that every body can approach and see
his feet. He always wears silk clothes, which,
from the very first preparation of the silk, are ma-
nufactured by the hands of pure virgins. His meals
are brought to him each time, in new vessels,
which are then broken. This, say the Japanese,
1s done, because nobody is worthy to eat out of the
sanie vessel after him : if any one ventured it, or
did it by mistake, he would immediately die.

The Japanese priesthood is divided into several
classes ; and they have high priests.* One of these
lived in Matsmai ; he had a large house and build-
ings, with a garden which was surrounded by a ram-
partof earth, so that it had the appearance of a little
fortress : this proves that the dignity is held in high

| * 1t 3s said, that all the guardians of the temples of the
ancient religion are laymen, many of whom marry, and live with
their families round those holy edifices, wearing their sacerdotal
habits only when €ngaged in their ceremonies,

PUNISHMENT OF ECCLESIASTICS, 03

honour. The Japanese told us, that his power
over the priests extends only to religieus affairs.
If a priest commits a criminal offence, or is en-
tangled 1 temporal affairs, he is tried, and sen-
tenced according to the laws, without any reference
to the religious authority, During our residence
at Matsmai, the governor caused a priest to be
imprisoned for theft and flight: he was condemned
by the temporal judges, and execnted. When we
told the Japanese that this was not the way in
which we proceeded with our clergy, but that it
was necessary first to degrade them from the eccle-
siastical rank to which the church had consecrated
them, and then deliver them to the temporal

judge ; the Japanese laughed, and said, that the

priest in question was a scoundrel, who was not
worthy to have his head upon his shoulders : the
tribunals and the laws of his country had therefore
condemned him, and so he lost his rank and his
head at the same time, whether the religious govern-
ment approved of it or not. The high priest of
Matsmai never waited on the governor, but was
obliged to receive him once a year, in spring, in
a little island near Matsmai, in a temple, which is
dedicated to seven holy virgins.

There are also monks and nuns in Japan ;* but

T —— e —— e co—

* There is one order of monks called Foquexers, who are

well regulated and very austere, They rise at midnight, to sing
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we could not learn on what foundation the cons
vents rest, or what are the rules of the orders.
We heard only that the monks and nuns should

lead a very austere life ; but that they did not

e

—

the praises of their Deity, and to meditate upon points of mora-
ity given out by the superior, Some of these orders not only
make profession of celibacy and continence, similar to those of
the other Bonzes, but are so jealous respecting their character
for that virtue, as to adopt the most rigorous measures respecting
it, forbidding all females to enter into the cities which they in-
habit, where indeed they are the sole residents.

Of these monks and nuns, there is a particular order of
mendicants of both sexes, All of these shave their heads ; and
it is said, that the females are under the protection of nuns at
Meaco, and some other cities, to whom they pay annual tribute
out of the profits of their trade, or trades; as these ladies are
very frequent attendants upon the troops of pilgrims. Both
sexes are described as being the finest looking people in Japan.
The females, in particular, are the daughters of poor persons,
their sole fortune their beauty ; and they embrace this mode of
life with the greatest readiness, because in it they are never
suffered to want for any thing. They generally go in parties of
two or three, travelling a few miles every day. As soon as they
perceive a person of respectable appearance, they approach him
with rustic songs ; and if this person bestows any thing on them
they manifest their gratitude by following him for hours, enter-
taining him by their drollery. Many of them start from the
bagnios upon this profession, They are generally good-looking
and neatly dressed, and their habits modestly put on, with the
exception of their necks, which they display with great effrontery.

Thunberg describes three of these mendicant nuns who
tollowed his party with an even Pace, for several hours, .on the

3

MONKS AND NUNS. (355

much regard this, and preferred the certain en-
joyments of this life to the uncertain promises of
the future.—In this they much resemble ours.

road to Yeddo, although in the morning they had received a
very handsome piece of silver. Their dress was neat and clean :
but their incessant begging extremely troublesome, They were
from sixteen to eighteen ; otherwise decent in their behaviour,
though the guides gave them a different character. They were
daughters of the mountain hermits,

The nuns are called Biconis ; and in many places there are
monasteries of each sex, built close to each other, with temples
attached to them, where they sing inseparate choirs, as in various
Roman Catholic churches, They are clothed nearly like the
European nuns, and affect great modesty, nothwithstanding which
the tongue of scandal is as loud as in other regions nearer home,
Charlevoix says, that these recluses make paper robes and other
trifles with which they amuse the credulity of the people, draw-
ing from this means a part of their support. It is, indeed, cu-
rious to read the whole account of these monks and nuus, and of
the other members of the priesthood, in the Preliminary Book, of
that author, to the History of Japan. Change but a few pro-
per names, and it might be considered as the protest of one of
onr reformers, against the errors and practices of the church of
Rome. In fact, the coincidences are so extraordinary, that it is
impossible to read it, without wondering how the learned Jesuit
could suppose it impossible for his readers to be blind to the
counter application of his sarcastical remarks! especially as in
other points he seems to pride himself in the resemblance.—Ebp.
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CHAPTER V.,
The Government of the Empire.

Jaran has two sovereigns, whom the Europeans
call the spiritual and the temporal (or the ec-
clesiastical and the lay) emperors: I follow this
custom, but cannot allow that these titles are
proper.* = As for the temporal emperor, he ought
to be called the Emperor of Japan ; for he is the
sovereign of an empire, which is not, indeed,
very great in extent, but is very populous, and
consists of many independent priuncipalities united
under one sceptre. The dignity of the spiritual
emperor has nowhere any parallel, and is peculiar
to Japan; we cannot, therefore, distinguish it by

* Itis stated, by some of the Japanese, that the separation of
the imperial and ecclesiastical power, during a civil war, was the
actual cause of the present very extended state of depravity which
exists with respect to female libertinism. During the conflict,
the Dairi, or ecclesiastical emperor, was forced to fly, accom-
panied by his foster-mother and an immense number of female
attendants, a species of temporary nuns, who were alone consi-
dered as sufficiently holy to approach him. Urged by fear of
capture, his foster-mother, with the young Dairi in her arms,
Jumped into the sea and perished ; and the attendants, thrown
upon the world, and without the means of subsistence, were
fnrj:er;i to adopt this unhallowed occupation, in which they were
imitated by many others, driven to distress by the horrors of re-
volution.  Another statement has been noticed,—Eb,

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT. O7

the fitle of emperor, accodding to the ideas we
attach'to the word.* [n the ordinary affairs of state,
the Kini-Rey, or spiritual emperor, has no share,
and learus only occasionally by report, what hap-
pens in the empire; but in cases of extraordinary

importance, the temporal emperor mnst cousult

* The cares and duties of royalty, in every country, tend to
make it an office by no means desirablé; but the ceremonies
connected with this sacred office must be worse than slavery. He
is never permitted to touch the earth, lest he shounld be defiled ;
wherefore his locomotion is performed on the shoulders of his
courtiers. Even his hair, beard, and nails, are only cut when
he is asleep. He is obliged to sit during the greatest part of the
day upon his throne, with the erown upon his head, and immova-
ble as a statue, which state of quiescence is considered not only
as emblematic, but as productive of the tranquillity of the em-
pire. If, however, he should move himself in the slichtest de-
gree, or turn towards any particular province, they imagine that
war, famine and desolation must instantly ensue.  When this
period of purgatory is over, he is permitted to rise, and the
crown is left quietly to perform his sedentary functions. His
head-dress and ornaments, as well as his habits, bear a great
resemblance to the state-costume of his Holiness the Pope: but
as a counterbalance to his temporary state of quiescence, he is
permitted fo marry a dozen wives! He charges his dress every
day ; but very little to the emolument of his valet, or to the
shop-keepers in the Japanese Monmouth-street, since it is be-
lieved that any person putting on his cast-off clothes would
instantly be afflicted with a general bodily inflammation. Even
his crockery-ware, of all sorts, is broken, after being once used ;
whilst the cups and saucers of his twelve help-mates join in the

eeneral erash '—Ebp.
D

I'a..
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him ; for example, upon the change or introduc-
tion of a law, negociations with foreign powers,
declarations of war, &c.; but even on these occa-
sions, the temporal emperor takes his measures
betimes, and knows beforehand that the Kin-
Rey will approve of his proposals: in short, the
temporal emperors of Japan now proceed with the
spiritual, as the more unprejudiced or powerful of
the catholic sovereigns formerlydid with the popes.
to whom, after they had been wrought upon by
threats or presents, ambassadors were sent with
feigned submission, and humility, to implore the
blessing of the holy father, and a bull, which was
heartily laughed at by both parties, hut was very
necessary to blind the superstitious pecople. The
temporal emperors, however, shew externally the
greatest respect to the spiritual. Personal inter-
views happen very rarely: the temporal emperor
visits the spiritual only once in seven years, but
they frequently send embassies to each other, on
which occasion the temporal emperor always sends
o the spiritual rich presents, which the latter
returns by his blessing. This is, indeed, no more
than equitable; for the temporal emperor has the
revenues of the whole empire in his hands, whereas
the spiritual emperor must be content with the
reveuues of his principality of Kioto: he governs
this province as an independent prince, or
Damjo, as the Japanese call them, only witl
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this difference, that the princes maintain their
military at their own expence: but the Kin-Rey
has no soldiers. The force required for the
mnternal tranquillity of his principality is main-
tained at the expence of the temporal emperor, on
whom it depends; this measure gives him entire
power over the spiritual emperor, a conclusion to
which we should certainly not be led by outward
appearance. The two emperors observe, with the
greatest exactness, the etiquette that prevails be-
tween them: thus, for example, the Kin-Rey
always keeps some person, whom he nominates
himself, at the court of the temporal emperor, to
watch over his conduct, and to remind him of his
duties in case he should neglect them. Among
these persons there are some ladies, who superin-
tend the conjugal life of the monarch and his con-
sort, and their conduct; but these measures do not
hinder his Japanese Majesty from keeping some
mistresses, a fact which (with the exception of the
above-mentioned ladies) is known to the whole
empire. As to the empress, these female super-
intendants cannot be very necessary, as the emperor
may make himself perfectly easy respecting the
fidelity of his consort, because he himself appoints
persons as guardians of it.

Among the marks of respect which the tem-
poral emperors shew to the spiritual, one is par-
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ticularly remarkable: at new year the temporal
emperor 1s bound to send the spiritual an embassy,

with presents, among which there must absolutely
be a white erane with a black head, which the em-
peror himself has caught in hunting :* no business
can release the monarch from this obligation, only
sickness excuses him ; but in this case his son, the
successor to the throne, must take this obligation
on himself. This chace is, however, not accom-
panied with many difficulties: near the capital
city, Yeddo, there is a great valley, which is sur.
rounded by mountains, and intersected by lakes
and riwlﬂets, in which nobody, except the em-
peror and his successor, dare catch or kill hirds,
under a severe penalty ; the repose of the birds is,
therefore seldom disturbed in this valley, and 1t is,
consequently, not difficult to catch a considerable
number of them in a very short time.

In some respects the Japanese spiritual emperor
might be compared with the popes, as they for-
merly were, but in other respects the comparison
will not at all hold good. The popes were elected :
on the other hand, the house of the ixin-Reys
15 hereditary ; and for this reason they have
twelve wives, that their race may not hecome

* The Japanese are very fond of hunting with falcons and hawks,
in which they are skilful. They told us miraculous things of their
hunlsmen, who train these birds to a high degree of perfection.

STATE OF POLITICS. 71

extinet. The popes governed in their dominions
as independent sovereigns; but the state of the
Kin-Reys makes a constituent part of Japan, and
18 subject to the laws of the empire as well as
the other principalities. Lastly, the popes were the
head of the predominant religion, or rather of the
only one that was tolerated in all catholic countries;
on the other hand, the Kin-Rey is the head of a
religion, which is professed by only a part of the
Japanese nation, though his power extends over the
priests of all the seets in Japan.

We learned several times, during our impri-
sonment, how little influence the spiritnal emperor
possesses in the affairs of government and politics.*
In our conversations with the Japanese we often
expressed our chagrin at the slowness with which
our affair was carried on, and expressed an opinion
that even if the council, and the temporal emperor
should "resolve to set us at liberty, perhaps the

- —_ |

* Charlevoix asserts that the Japanese unite in their own
character almost all the qualities which produce hs ppiness under
a monarchy, and also those which rendered the Romans, in the
best days of the republic, the first of mankind. He alludes to
it as ntunately conneeted with their insular charaeter: but
having, in another part of his work, called them the English of
the East, for qualities, too, which are neither very flattering to
our own national vanity, nor very correctly applied to us, it is the
more gratifying to claim the resemblance also in the present
respect,—ED,
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spiritual emperor would not approve of their resg-
lution, and it was quite uncertain when the affair
would come to an end. To these complaints the
Japanese generally answered as follows: * You
need not concern yourselves how the decision of
Kin-Rey may torn out ; if only the Kumbo-Sama
(temporal emperor) resolves to let you go: the
Kin-Rey will not overturn his resolutions, because
he does every thing that the other pleases.” They
also assured us, that the spiritual emperors were
by no means of so much Importance as formerly,
and that their power was merely in appearance.

In the year 1813, the Japanese told us, that
the present dynasty of the Kin-Reys had governed,
in a direct line, 2413 years, and therefore com-
menced six hundred years before the birth of
Christ. The Japanese history has preserved the
names and the years of the accession of all the em.
perors in the course of the twenty-four centuries ;
their number is about one hundred and thirty. In
the first twenty centuries the Kin-Reys, or as the
Japanese sometimes call them, Dairi or Dajosso,
were in possession of undivided power. They were
sovereigns in the full sense of the expression ; but
in the sequel, some mil itary chiefs took advantage
of the troubles in the empire, and began, partly by
secret intrigue, and partly by open attacks, to sel

IMPERIAL SUCCESSION. i

bounds to the despotic power of these sovereigns. *
They succeeded, and about two hundred and
thirty vears ago, a general, named Kumbo, seized
on the administration of the temporal affairs, and
made it hereditary in his family: he left to the
Kin-Rey, only the administration of the spiritual
affairs of all the sects in the empire, and the right
to give his advice and his assent, in important and
unusual cases. The present temporal emperors
descend from this general; they are called by the
Japanese Kumbo-Sama, i. e. * Ruler Kumbo;”
the division of the government between two em-
perors is therefore but a little more than two hun-
dred years standing.+

The dignity of both the emperors is inherited
by the eldest of their male descendants.t In more

* Though the Japanese pretend to have three dynasties of
their emperors, yet the first two are now considered totally
fabulous, and the third really begins about 666 years antecedent
to the Chriztian Era. Previous to their first emperor, Syr Mu,
they were nothing better than mere savages.—Eb.

T Many ofihe Japanese, who were less reserved to us, did not
speak very much in honour of their present government. As a
principal fault of it they mentioned, that the emperor troubled
hinself little about business, and would not examine any thing
with his own eyes; but that the princes had usurped too great an
authority over their subjects.

+ The custom of Japan affords sufficient employment to its
princes and princesses of the royal family, in drawing up and




'
f
*

74 RECOLLECTIONS OF JAPAN.

aucient times, in default of male descendants in
the dynasty of the spiritual emperors, their widows
and daughters ascended the throue; but now, in
default of male descendants, hoth the emperors
must adopt sons from princely families related to
them,

The Japanese empire consists of many princi-
palities which are governed by the Damjos, or
reigning princes, and of the provinces belonging

to the emperor hiwself, the administration of
which is entrusted to governors.  The number of

reigning princes in - Japan is more thaa two
hundred ; the possessions of most of them are

but small, but some of them are extremely power-
ful: thus, for example, the Damjo of Sindai,
when he comes to the capital, has a court and
attendants, which amounts to sixty thousand
persons. ‘I'hese princes govern théir possessions as
independent sovereigns : they have even the right
to give new laws, only these must have no influence
on the other parts of the empire ; for in such cases
no ordinance can be put into execution without
saperior authority.  Every Damjo is bound to

copying the records of the empire; as these are never printed
until long after the events have taken place; previous to which
these records are kept with great privacy in the palace, and
never communicated to strangers,

LAWS PROMULGATED. 70

keep a certain number of soldiers, of which the
temporal emperor disposes.*

‘I'he provinces which belong to the emperors
are confided to governors, (Obunjo) and are occu-
pted for their protection by soldiers from the
neighbouring principalities, who are relieved
every vear: there are also some imperial sol-
diers stationed in them.

e —— — —

* The laws of the empire are very few in number; but the
princes and lords have officers appointed in every city to regulate
the police, direct public affairs, and exercise their power defini-
tively, without any appeal to a superior court, exactly like the
anecient  jurisprudence of our feudal system. The emperor’s
proclamations are always very concise, which they consider as
hest befitting the rank of sovereignty, aud for which no reasons
are ever assigned, it being thought sufficient for the emperor
himself to know the principle on which he founds his edicts. To
doubt the propriety of these proclamations (unlike a ‘'king’s
speech in other countries) wounld be punished with death, Their
mode of promulgating the public ordonnances is singular; yet
similar, in some respects, to our own. In EVery ¢ity, and in
almost every village, there is a place shut up with gratings, from
whence all the orders and edicts of the emperor are published—
called, in Japan, the supreme will. In each distriet the prin-
cipal noble, or the governor of the province, motifies them in his.
own name ; and for the instruction of the people, each proclama-
tion is written, in good legible characters, upon a board fastened
to a post; like many of our minor regulations on roads, rivers
and toll-gates,  The laws must be simple which admit of such
simple Hllustration.  Advertisements are sometimes stuck upon
these posts, and the reward placed there for those who claim it !
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The supreme council of the temporal emperor
consists of five members, who must, absolutely, be
reigning princes ; this council decides all cases
which oceur in the usual course of events, without
applying for the approbation of the emperor; on
the other hand, in uncommon cases, though of
little importance, nothing can be done without the
emperor: but in such cases the emperor has not
the right to decide, without the approbation of the
council. To judge by this, the Japanese govern-
ment must be called a limited monarchy ; but the
emperor can change the members of the supreme
council at his pleasure: however, the Japanese
emperors do not venture to abuse their power, for
fear the princes should resist and revolt : and how
formidable they are to the emperors appears from
the precaution adopted of obliging the wives and

children of the princes always to reside in the

capital, and the princes themselves alternately, one
year in the metropolis and the other in their domi-
nions. This council is called Gorodschi: the
names of its members stand first in the Japanese
court calendar, which is published yearly, and
contains the names of the civil officers.

Besides this Supreme Council, there is ano-
ther in Japan, which might be called the Senate,
for it decides important criminal and civil causes.
Cases of great importance are first examined and

i

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT. Eif7]

decided in the Senate before they come before the
Supreme Council. It consists of fifteen members,

who may either be princes or nobles (Chada-
modos. )*

These two branches of the government form
the higher legislative authority, but are however
very murh subject to the indirect influer:ce of the
courtiers of the Emperor, whom the Japanese call
Osoba-Kaschra. Among them the Emperor al-
ways has his favourites and confidants, with whom
he privately consults before he gives his Jecision
upon any affairs which the Supreme Council has
laid before him.

The public affairs of Japan are divided into
seven parts, or sections, each of which, according
to its importance and extent, i1s confided to two
or three ministers : these ministers are like the
governors called Obunjo, or Bunjo, only to this
title is added the name of the section. For exam-
ple, Gogandschio-Bunjo, Bunjo of Commercial
Affairs; Madzino-Bunjo, Bunjo of Police, &e.t

* The Chadamodos form after the reigning princes the se-
cond class of subjects. They enjoy very important privileges.

¥ The word Bunjo therefore signifies not only the dignity of
a governor, but also of a minister and chief of any impertant branch
of administration.
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If the word Bunjo means a governor, they add to
the title the name of the province which he go-
verns ; as for example, Nangasaky-Bunjo, &c.
Counsellors, (Ginmijagu) and some other officers.
are appointed as assistants to the ministers.

The sections of the government are :

|.—Section of Public Ecnnﬂmy and Revenue.

As the taxes in Japan are generally paid i
tithes of the productions in kind, agriculture, ma-
nufactures, &c. are under the same department
that administers the public revenue.

Il.—Section of Navigation and Trade.

I here mean the inland trade, because the
foreign is very inconsiderable, and carried on solelv
for the account and advantage of the Emperor.
The inland trade of Japan is very extensive, and
is carried on chiefly by sea, as the situation of the
country greatly facilitates the conveyance from one
province into another. From the interior of the
country into the sea-ports, and from them into the
interior, the goods are mostly transported by the
rivers and canals: where this communication is
impeded by mountains, they use pack-horses and
oxen. The different climate of the Japanese pos-
Sesslons causes a great diversity in the productions,
and an extensive traffic in them, which requires «
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greal number of large ships, and a considerable

number of sailors.

IH.—Section of Public Works.

This section superintends all kinds of public
buildings in the whole empire, including the tem-
ples and fortresses.

IV.—Section of the Police,

This part of the Japanese administration is
very important, because the suspicion of the Em-
peror, and his distrust of the reigning princes,
obliges him to keep them under strict surve:llance,*
as well publicly, as secretly, by means of spies.
For this reason, the first people in the empire, for
whom both the Emperor and the people have the
most respect and coufidence, are always at the
head of the administration of the police.

V.—Section of Civil and Crimanal Justice.

In every principality, eriminal or civil causes
are decided according ‘to the existing laws ; but
if they have reference to anv other part of the
empire, or are mixed up with the affairs of the
state, they must be discussed and decided in this
section. It 1s also the highest tribunal for cases

r

- e

* This French expression is used because the English lan-
guage 1s happily destitute of an equivalent word.—T.
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of appeal, and important criminal causes, from the
rmperial provinces, in case they are of such a na-
ture that the power of the governor cannot decide
upon them.

VI.—Section of Military Affairs.

It has under it all the imperial arsenals, foun-
deries, and manufactories of arms. it takes care
that the princes maintain the fixed number of
troops in their possessions, and in due order, and
that the troops do not leave their garrisons. It is

also obliged to take care, that the empire is kept
In a state of defence.

VII.—Section of Relegious Affarrs.

In respect to religious affairs, I have already
mentioned that the Kin-Rey, as a sacred person.
resembling a divinity, zoverns them without con-
troul ; but his dispositions must not in the least
infringe upon the power of the temporal Emperor.
[n case this should happen, the latter very well
knows the means which his power affords him to
check his supposed co-sovereign, for whose divine
authority he has not the greatest respect.

As I have already mentioned several particu-
lars of the public administration in Japan in various

parts of my narrative, I think it useless to repeat
them here.

NATIONAL CONTRASTS.

CHAPTER VL.

Laws and Manners.

In the narrative of my adventures, during my cap-
tivity in Japan, I have had frequent occasion fo
speak of their laws and manners. My remarks
upon this subject have, doubtless, alrcady made
the reader, in some measure, acquainted with the
Japanese, | therefore pass over whatever 1 have
mentioned before.*

-

* Some of the extraordinary differences between the Japanese
customs and those of Europe, are noticed in another place ; it
may be amusing to extract a few others from the description
given m the ¢ Ambassades Memorables,” of the Dutch, in the
seventeenth century, where it is said, that their ideas of per-
fume are totally distinct from ours, whilst in food, they reject
all our delicacies, treating themselves with cates which would
affect the stomach of a European. In Japan, husbands walk
before their wives. In saluting, they uncover the feet, pushing
their slippers a little before them. With us, diamonds and pre-
cious stones are in most esteem; but with them, vessels of iron
and clay. Instead of giving their sick pleasant medicines,
and feeding them upon chickens, the Japanese gave nothing but
the bitterest physic, or sour and astringent, and fed their pa-
tients upon fish and oysters. European surgeons were then
fond of bleeding; but the Japanese were Sangrados only as far
as regarded drinking hot water, the name then given to their tea.
When the Dutch laughed at their customs, they laughed at the
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The inhabitants of Japan are divided into
eight classes :

1. Damjo, or reigning Princes.
2. Chadamodo, or Nobility.

3. Bonzes, or Priests.

4. Soldiers.

5. Merchants,

6. Mechanics.

7.

Peasants and lL.abourers.
8. Slaves.

First Crass.—The reigning princes do not
all enjoy the same rights and privileges: some
have greater or smaller advantages above the
others, founded on conventions and agreements;
in consequence of which the Princes joined the
temporal Emperors, when the latter threatened
to destroy the power of the Kin-Reys. These

Dutch; but, with submission to the learned commentator, that
was rather an agreement than a difference.

They have an extraordinary custom of changing their names
three times during life, which produces great confusion in their
histories, and often in their private affairs, The infantine name
is changed as soon as they arrive at adolescence, which second
name is dropped as soon as they approach old age. The family
name indeed is still preserved, but then they add other appella-
tions whenever they change their condition in life, or receive any
dignity or office, and those changes are always performed amidst
great ceremonies, in proportion to the rank of the individual.— Ep-
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privileges are different not only in things of conse-
quence, but they even extend to the most insigni-
ficant circumstances of etiquette and ceremony.
Some princes, for instance, have the right to use
saddle cloths of beaver-skin when they ride on
horseback ; others have them of panther-skins,
&c. But the greatest privilege of them all consists
in their governing their principalities as indepen-
dent sovereigns, as far as the general laws of the
empire allow, and as is consistent with the welfare
of the other parts of the empire.

The dignity of all the reigning princes is here-
ditary, and properly always belongs to the eldest
son ; but a laudable and useful ambition in the
princes to have only worthy successors, frequently
causes them to break through this rule. If the
eldest son is incapable of supplying the place of
his father, the ablest of the younger sons obtains
the right of succeeding him. It not unfrequently
happens that a prince, induced by the incapacity
of all his children, deprives them of the succes-
sion, and adopts the most worthy of the younger
sons of another prince, has him educated under his
own eye, and leaves him his title and his posses-
sions. The consequence of this measure is, that
the reigning princes, in Japan, are almost always
sensible men, well versed in public affairs : hence,
too, they are so formidable to the Emperors, as

G 2
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they can always restrain his power within the due
bounds.

Seconp Crass.—The Nobility, also, enjoy
very important privileges in Japan.* All the
places in the second council, or Senate, all the im-

* It 1s asserted that although Japan was once under asupreme
chief, yet since it has been under two masters, the divided autho-
rity has been very much weakened. Hence the higher nobility
have profited of that division of power, and have assumed a
species of sovereign authority.

Many of the rights and duties of the nobility, resemble those
of our ancient fendal barons ; they are obliged 1o maintain a cer-
tain number of troops, in proportion to their estates, like our
own old knight service. To keep these in check, however, the
Emperors find it necessary, to raise a certain number of house-
hold troops who are stationed in the palaces, and the various
garrisons of the Empire. The policy of the Emperors has also
always been to promote habits of expence amongst the nobility,
S0 as to prevent particular personal aggrandizement and power,
that might enflame ambition and endanger public tranquility :
and they are obliged to pass great part of each year at the court.
Nay, in many instances, their wives and families are kept as
hostages, in a kind of splendid imprisonment in the capital.

Whenever a noblemen builds an house, he is obliged to
make two gates to it, one of which is always very highly orna-
mented, and then cased up until the Emperor shall pay him a
visit, when it is opened with great form and ceremony, and shut
again for ever.

The nobility, like the feudal barons, have right of wardship,
and regulate the marriages of their vassals: and are themselves
bound to receive a wife from the hands of the sovereign,~—ED.

PRIVILEGES OF NORBILITY. 35

portant offices of state, and the posts of governors
in the imperial provinces, are filled up entirely
from their body alone. If a war breaks out, the
commanding generals are chosen from among the

reigning princes or the nobility. Every noble
family has a particular distinction, and the right

to keep a train of honour, which is made use of by
the eldest of the family. The nobility is also
hereditary, and descends to the eldest son, or,
according to the will of the father, to the most
worthy. If the father judges his legitimate unwor-
thy of this dignity, he may adopt a son from ane-
ther family ; hence, a good-for-nothing nobleman
is a rare phenomenon, which only the too great
love of a father for an unworthy son can render
possible.*

—‘ = e ———— e

* The castles, or residences of the princes and powerful
nobles, are situated upon the banks of rivers or upon lofty emi-
nences, and as with us, occupy a large extent of ground. Most
of them have three enclosures, each with its fosse, and a wall
either of earth or stone, with a gate well fortified, The lord
lodges in the centre in a square white tower of three stories,
with a small roof in form of a crown or garland. In the second
enclosure are lodged the principal officers of the household ;
whilst the outer one is occupied by soldiery, the domestics, and
other persons of similar rank. The empty spaces are either
cultivated as gardens or sown with rice. The white walls, the
bastions and gates surmounted by turrets, and the central tower,
covered with paint and varnish, of which there is always a pro-
fusion, present a very fine appearance at a little distance : and




Tairp Crass.—The Eecclesiastics, who con-
818t of priests and monks, are very numerous in
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Japan, and divided into several classes, which
have their particular privileges in the different
sects : the principal of them are not indeed sanc-
tioned by the laws, but enjoved by the ecclesias-
tics among all nations, I mean idleness and luxury,
at the expense of others.

Fourtn Crass.—In the class of Soldiers, the
higher military officers must not be included,
because in Japan these are chosen out of the nobi-
lity, or another class, and such as have already
filled public offices in the civil departments. Every
body who is in the service of the Emperor or the
Princes must learn the art of war, that he may be

fit, in case of war, to be employed against the
enemy. As the Japanese consider war merely as a
temporary concern, they will not dedicate their

the fortifications, though not very strong, are yet sufficient for a
country where cannon are scarcely in use. By a law of the
Empire, the proprietors are obliged to keep their castles in good
repair; but if any part falls down, they are not permitted to
rebuild them without an express permission from the Emperor;
a permission seldom given, the policy for the Jast century, not
allowing any new ones to be erected.

The extreme similarity of the Japanese customs to many of

our own in feudal times, is well deserving the notice of the in-
telligent inquirer.—Ep,
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whole lives to the service. Besides, the situation
of the empire, and the pacific policy of the govern-
ment, often make it impossible for a whole series
of generations, from the grandfather to the great
grandson, to serve their country in this line.
Every Japanese of distinction, therefore, endea-
vours to obtain a civil appointment, and learns be-
sides the art of war, in order, in case of need, to
command the troops which are in garrison in the
fortresses, or are distributed in other places to
maintain order and tranquillity among the people.®

The profession of the inferior military officers,
and of the privates, is hereditary, and therefore
they form a distinct class. No soldier, however
old or weak, obtains his discharge till he can bring
a son to supply his place, who must have already
thoroughly learned every thing belonging to the
service. The boys are capable of bearing arms at
the age of fifteen. Ifa soldier has more than one
son, he is at liberty to dedicate all of them, or only

* Like the Christian orders of Chivalry, there is a particular
class of soldiers who appear to form a kind of order partly lay,
partly military, and partly religious : as their duty is to attach
themselves to the immense and numerous hordes of pilgnms,
under the name of ¢ Soldiers of the Mountain.”” Their duty is
to fight for their religion, when called upon ; but at other times
they live as pilgrims, or as hermits amidst the rocks and woods,
consecrated to their gods. They are not bound, however, by

vows of celibacy.—ED.
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one, to the military profession ; but as in Japan
the service is easy, and the maintenance good,
soldiers generally let all their sons follow the pro-
fession, and serve themselves till their death. Ifa
soldier has no sons, he may adopt one, educate
him, and let him supply his place. The laws
allow both the soldiers and the other classes to
adopt three children, but if these die, no more can
be adopted, as it is presumed to be against the
will of the Gods.

The military profession is held in great ho-
nour in Japan. The common people, and even
the merchants, give the soldiers in conversation
the title of Sama, (Sir) and shew them all possible
respect. 1 have spoken before of the privileges
which the imperial soldiers possess above those of
the princes: Europeans who have visited Japan,
have always taken the common soldiers for people
invested with high offices ; and this is very natural,
because when European ships arrive, they gene-
rally put on rich silk dresses, embroidered with
gold and silver, recei